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GOLD COINS OF ENGLAND. 



Ab gold coins are now the sole standard measure of 
[ Talae in this kingdom, eo their prototypes of the same 
metal are believed to have been the earliest coins struck in 
Britain. About 150 years before CliriBt the ancient Britons 
are thought to have made their first coins, taking for their 
model the coins then current in Gaul, which were them- 
[ selves copied from those of Philip of Macedon, which have 
the laureate head of Apollo, or as some think, of Mars, on the 
one side, and a two-horsed chariot on the other. This heaJ, 
therefore.andthischariot, more or less unBuccessfuUy imitated, 
form the types of our earliest known coins. The metal used 
was gold. Silver and copper coins of similar types were soon 
afterwards introduced, and theoriginai designs were gradually 
more and more departed from as time went on, and as succes- 
sive artists took for their models the imitations made by 
their predecessors, instead o£ earlier copies, or the original 
Macedonian prototype. After the landing of Julius Caesar 
the influence of Roman art becomes very apparent on theso 
British coins, and about the reign of Claudius they were 
altogether discontinued, and gave way to the regular 
Roman coins, which were thenceforward for more than 300 
years the sole currency ol" the island. The last Emperor 
who is believed to have struck coins here is Magnus 
Maximus, who assumed the purple in this country in a.d. 
383, and was defeated and put to death by Tbeodosius at 
Aquileia in a.d. S88. 

The gold coins of Philip of Macedon weigh about 1Z4 
I grains. The British gold coins vary in weight from about 
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120 to 84 grainB, becomiDg, like most other series of coins, 
gradually lighter as time weat on. ITie Aureus of the early 
Boman Empire was in like manner from time to time dimin- 
ished in weight, and Diocletian in a.d. 296 abolished all other 
gold coins and fixed the weight o£ his Aureus at 72 grains. 
Constantine introduced a new coinage, which lasted as long 
as the empire of Rome, consisting of a double Solidus, a 
Solidus weighing the same as the former Aureus, 72 grains, 
and a Triena which weighed 24 grains. A Solidus of 
Magnas Maximus, in the British Museum, is engraved in 
tho frontispiece to this volume, fig. 1. The letters AVG 
in the exergue are interpreted to mean Augusta, by which 
name Ammianus Marcellinns, a contemporary historian, 
informs us that the ancient city of Lundinium was then 
called. Sec Num. Chron. N. S. vii. 61, 329. The letters 
OB which follow it stand for 72, and indicate that 72 of 
these solidi were coined out of a pound of gold. 

We do not, however, propose to enter upon a description 
of the British and Roman coins in this volume. Iliey form 
two series, very distinct from each other, and very distinct 
also from the coins afterwards struck in England, The 
British are fully described by Mr. Evans in bis " Ancient 
British Coins," and a short account of them, including the 
gold and copper as well as the silver, is given at the 
beginning of Hawkins' " Silver Coins of England," 2nd 
edition. Such of the Roman coins as were known in 1844 
are included iu Akerman's " Coins of the Romans relating 
to Britain." 

At tho beginning of the 5th century, about twenty years 
after the death of Maximus, the Emperor Honorius " com- 
mitted to the Bntons the care of their own safety," and the 
Romans finally retired from the island. From this time 
till the 8th century the history of the coinage is involved 
in great obscnrity. During the ■5th century Roman coins 
would no doubt continue to form the hulk of the currency, 
and coins would be imported in some numbers from the 



continent by the bands of Saxon invaders, who were 
continually arriving here during tho latter part ot the 4th, 
and tho whole of the 5th century; and at tlie end of the 
6th oenturjthe landing of Augnstine established a new link 
between Britain and the other countries of Europe. Tho 
fact, therefore, that early barbaric coins have from time to 
time been found in England, goes but a short way to establish 
n prCBnmption that they were struck here, especially as they 
have nearly always been found in the southern counties, 
between which and the continent the intercourse would bo 
the greatest. Nevertheless, we bebevo that it is certain 
that between the 5th century, when the Saxons got possession 
of the island, and the' 8th century when tho coinage of 
pennies was introduced, some coins were stmck here both 
of gold and silver. It is probable, a priori, that some of the 
numerous princes or ecclesiastical foundations would try to 
imitate on their own account the Roman or other foreign 
money circulating in theirneighbourhood, and the inscriptions 
on some of the coins which have Leen found here show that 
they actually did so. The silver coins of this period, which 
were called sceattsa, from the Saxon word sceat, "aportion," 
are described in Hawkins' " Silver Coins of England," 2nd 
ed., pp. 23 to 30, but none of those to which dates can with 
any conhdence be assigned were struck before the middle 
of the 7th century. The laws of Ethelbert, King of Kent, 
at the beginning of that century, mention SoUdi and 
Scealtce, but although coins must have been then circulating 
under those names, this does not prove that they were 
stmck in England. Such gold coins as seem to have the 
best claim to have been struck in this country, we will now 
proceed to describe. 

2. Obv. bust in profile to right, in armonr, a cross and 
perhaps a letter in front of the face, A behind the head. 
Rev. three email heads with other ornaments, but without 
inscription, Frontii'piece, fig. 2. There are four specimens 
of this coin in the British Museum, which also contains a 
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aXver sceatta of the same type, engraved in Hawkins' 
*' Silver Coins " (554) . They are evidently imitations of the 
coiDB of Magnus Maximus, fig, 1. This type was a common 
one upon Roman coins, and was by no means confined to the 
London mint; but a remarkable penny of Ceolwlf 11, a.d. 
874, Hawkins' "Silver Coins" (580), on which the same 
type is reproduced, affords a curious proof that it was long 
well known in England, and may justify us in claiming these 
coins as being not improbably struck in this country, though 
it does not appear where they were found, nor can an exact 
date be at present with any confidence assigned to them. 
The A behind the head connects them with several of the 
coins afterwards described. The gold pieces are of the 
weight of a French triens, about 20 grains, a denomination 
of coin commonly used in France under the Merovingian 
dynasty. In the time of Archbishop jElfric, at the end of 
the 10th century, a triens was equivalent to 10 pennies. 

3. Obv. very rude head to left, legend, probably, AJ3B0NI 
MANET, but the first and last letters are imperfect. Rev, 
an uninterpreted device, possibly imitated from the Christian 
symbol, or labamm, common on Roman Christian coins. No 
legend. Frontispiece, Sg.Z. Unique. The hoard of coins of 
which this and several of those afterwards described form 
part, was found at Crondale, in Hampshire, in 1828, by C. E. 
Lefroy, Esq., of Itchell Manor, Winchfield, to whoso sou and 
BQCcesBor, C. J. Maxwell- Lefroy, Esq., it now belongs. It 
has been twice described in The Numismatic Chronicle, 
vol. vi, p. 171, and New Series, vol. x, p. 164, with 
engravings of nearly every variety of coin contained in it ; 
and the whole has been most kindly placed in the bands 
of the author for examination. It is to this hoard that 
we owe the greater part of onr knowledge of the earUest 
Anglo-Saxon coins. 

The Crondale hoard consists of exactly 100 pieces, 
together with two small gold chains, each having a hook at 
one end, and at the other a triangular ornament set with 



rubies, bftving a cross in the centre, and evidently intended 
to symbolize the Trinity. The workmanship ia pronounced 
by Mr. Akerman to be doubtless anterior to the 8th century. 
Three of the coins are blnnks, which seems to prove that 
the whole belonged to a moneyer. Nine are imitations of 
ooins of Licinius, and one of Leo, Emperors of the East, 
308 to 324, and 451 to 474, respectively. Five bear the 
names of French cities, Mettis, Marsallo, Pariains, Thirty- 
nine are of the seven types described in these pages. The 
remaining forty-three are of twenty-two different types, 
and all are in weight and general appearance similar to 
Merovingian trientca. The average weight is 19"9 grains, 
and very few individual coins differ much from this. 

With respect to Abbo, whose name appears on this coin, 
the Vicomte de Ponton d'Amecourt, who has paid great 
attention to the Merovingian aeries, has shown in the 
" Annuaire de la Societe Fran^aiso de Numismatique " for 
1873, that Abbo was a moncycr at Ch&Ion-aur-Saone, pro- 
bably under Gontran, King of Burgundy, a.d. 661 to 693 ; 
that to Abbo, a moneyer at Limoges, probably the same 
person, was intrusted the education of St. Eligius, about 
A.D, 604; and that this coin found at Crondale bears a 
considerable resemblance, especially in the form of the 
letters of the legend, to those struck by Abbo at Chftlona 
and Limoges. Assuming as an indisputable fact that tbe 
greater part of the coins found at Crondale were struck in 
England, he concludes that Abbo was one of the Franks 
who accompanied St. Augustine to England in 59G or 597, 
that he established a mint in this country, and that after 
staying hero some years, he returned to Franco and settled 
at Limoges in or before a.d, 604. If this bo so, — and the 
ascertained facta certainly seem to make it probable, — then 
this coin, rude as it ia, becomes of extreme interest, as being 
etmck under the immediate influence of St. Augustine 
himself, and forming the connecting link between the 
coinage of this country and that of France. 



4. Obv. bust to left, two or three letters in front, EA 
behind. Bey. a device like an anchor, between letters, 
perhaps Y and C, within a beaded circle. The letters 
outside this do not seem to form a legend. The letter A 
is at the top and bottom of the coin, and others seem to 
be repeated merely to fill up the space. Frontispiece, fig. 
4. Found at Crondale. Unique. 

This coin, quite worthy of Abbo in point of design, is 
included in the English series on account of the letter A, 
which is peculiarly and carefully formed, and seems to be 
intended as a distinguishing mark on the coin. The shape 
of the letter is not uncommon in the legends of other coins, 
and occurs on some of those struck by Abbo at Ch&lons. 
The same letter, however, formed in the same manner, and 
used in the same prominent way, occurs on fig. 6 of the 
frontispiece, and on some of the early English silver 
coins with Runic legends described in Hawkins' '^ Silver 
Coins of England,^' 2nd ed., pp. 25-27; as well as 
on other coins not yet attributed (see Buding's Plates 
of Sceattaa, I. 1, ii. 22). It is true that it is also 
used as a symbol, perhaps of the town of Aristalium or 
Herstal, on coins of Pepin-le-bref ; but the coins with 
Runic legends on which it appears are almost certainly 
English, and the type and place of finding of this coin 
make it probable that it ought not to be separated from 
them. The letter A probably denotes the town or kingdom 
where the coin was struck, just as on the Merovingian series 
the town is often denoted by the first one or two letters of 
its name, and as this same letter was used in the 9th 
century as the symbol of East Anglia on the pennies of 
that kingdom. This coin is probably of nearly the same date 
with that of Abbo, in company with which it was found. 

5. Obv. bust in profile to right, in armour, an object 
like a trident in front of the face, three ornaments pendent 
from the back of the head. No legend. Rev. a cross 
moline within a beaded circle, round which is a legend 
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wholly or partly in Ranic characters, which has not yet 
been interpreted. Frontispisce, fig. 5. This figure is taken 
from an electrotype in the British Maseum of a coin found 
near Canterbury, and pubhshed in Num. Ohron., N. S., v. 
160. Mr. Akerman conaiderud it to bo an Anglo-Saxon 
prelatical coin, probably of Canterbury, and this attribution 
is confirmed by the fact that no leaa than twonty-one coins 
of this type, though differing froni each other in some 
details, were included in the Crondale hoard described on 
page 5 ; and still more by their resemblance to our figure 
7j which has the inscription Dorovernis Civitas. The bust 
is evidently copied fram a Koman coin. The trident is 
eimilar to that on the reverse of Abbo's coin, figure 3, but 
has an addition to the central prong, which is probably not 
accidental. 

6. Similar to the last, but having a legend, mnch clipped, 
behind the head, a letter apparently in front of the trident, 
and A at the foot of it, liVontispiece, fig. 6. Of the 
twenty-one coins of this type found at Crondale, only two 
had any trace of this legend, and from one of them our 
engraving is taken. On the other specimen, of which there 
is a woodcut in Tks Numiamatia Chronicle, N. S., vol, x, 
p. 172, much less of the legend is visible, bnt the A is very 
distinct, and a lower row of &ve or six beads is shown on 
the collar. The A, which is of the same shape with that 
on figure 4, connects these coins with it, and with the silver 
coins with Runic legends mentioned on p. 6. 

7, Obv. bust in profile to right, filleted, in armour. 
Around Jt is the logcnd EVSEBII MONITA. Rev. Cross 
moline, legend + DOROVERNIS Ci VITAS. FronVUpieee, 
fig. 7. The engraving ia from an electrotype, in the British 
Mneeum, of a coin in the French national collection. This 
coin was the first triens ever attributed to the Anglo- 
Baxons, and was so attributed by M. de Longp^rier in The 

•Numismatic Journal, vol. ii, p. 232. The bust is copied 
)ni Roman coins of the Gth century, and the roserao ia 
lar to that of the coins just described, figorcs b and C. 




Of Eoscbius, who was probably, from his name, an eccle-^ 
eiaatic, we know notliing ; but Dorovernia ia the name givea- 
to Canterbury by Bede, and in the cliartera of the 7th and 
8th centuries, and we know of no other town which can bo 
signified by that name. The weight of thia coin ia given 
in T)ie Nuviia-matic Chronicle, vol. ii, p, 204, as 25 grains, 
which is heavier than other English or French trientes 
of the 6th and 7th centuries. 

8. Obv. bust to right, filleted, a cross in front of face, a. 
smaller one below it. Legend AVDVARLD REGE. Rer. 
cross resting on a small globe, within a beaded circle. 
Legend MEALLDENVS. FrontispieK, fig. 8. From the 
Crondalo hoard. Unique. These legends were read by Mr. 
Haigh, "Audvarid Reges," and " Meaaagenus." Theauthor, 
however, believes the above readinga to be more correct, 
and if so the coin may be safely attributed to Mealdones- 
berg, or Malmesbury. The name on the obverse of the 
coin has no resemblance to that of any known king of the 
West Saxons, in which kingdom Malmesbury was situated ; 
but it may perhaps be meant for Eadbald, King of Kent, 
A.D. 616 to 640, whose father Ethelbert held a supremacy 
over the West Saxona for a considerable time. Eadbald 
loat this anpremacy, but he may have retained it sufficiently 
long to allow of coins being struck at Malmesbury in bis 
name. The first estant charter to the monastery of Malmes- 
bury is dated 675, but it existed in a humbler manner for 
a conaiderable time previously. Eadbald at the beginning 
of his reign rejected Christianity, to which he aoon after- 
wards returned. But even if this coin were struck while 
the king was Pagan, the Bishop or Abbot striking it is 
not unlikely to have placed on it the crosses which were 
the emblems of his own religion. The Vicomto de Ponton 
d'Ameconrt possesses a coin of this type, which ia aald to 
read pretty distinctly on the reverse AMBALLONDENVS (. 
but it seems not improbable that it ia intended foT' 
the same legend as on our coin, — Num. Ghron, N 
xii. 72. 
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9. Obv. head, full-faced, tonam-ed, a small croea rising 
from each Bioulder, no legend. Rev, cross resting on a 
smali globe, the Eame as on the last coiuj within a plain 
circle, legend LONDVNIV. Frontispiere, fig. 9. Seven 
specimens of this were found at Crondale, and are the only 
onea known. The legend is qnite distinct, and there can 
be no doubt that the coins wero struck at London, and that 
the portrait is that of an ecclesiastic, perhaps Mellitus, 
first Bishop of London, 004 to 617. The cross above each 
shoulder is probably meant for the termination of the stole. 
Mellitus was espelled in 617, when the East Saxon king- 
dom {which included London) returned to Paganism, and the 
next Bishop of London was Cedd, who was consecrated about 
656, and died 664. These coins are closely connected with 
that last described by the typo of the reverses, and are 
more likely to have been struck in the time of Mellitus than 
in that of Cedd. 

10. Obv, head to right, aiirroimded by a rude ornament. 
Ko legend. Rev, cross crosalet within a beaded circle. 
The legend is double struck, but is apparently the same as 
that of the coin next described. Frontispiece, fig. 10. 

1 Found at Crondale. Mr. Evans has a similar but not 
I identical coin fonnd near Dover and engraved in Smith's 
I Collectanea Antiqim, Vol. I., H. xxii. 9 ; and a gold-plated 
I coin of nearly the same type was found in Ayrshire. Arch. 
\ and m»t. Coll. of Ayr and Wigton^ 1882, p. 46. 

11. Obv. as the last, though not from the same die. 
Rev. plain cross within a beaded circle, legend -I- LUOON 
MONA. Frontispwce, fig. 11. Six of those coins wero 
found at Crondale, but they are from several different dies. 
The one engraved has perhaps the clearest legend. The 
others seem to read LUOONUS MVAL. The first letter 
on all oE them is like a Z, and may be intended for N. 
The placing a moneyer'a name on the coins, and omitting 
that of the king, is very common on Merovingian coins, 
and very inconvenient to the modern numismatist. 

12. Obv. head to left. Otherivise as the last. The legend 



appears to be composed of tlie same letters as the last, but 
arranged almost at haphazard. Tbe coin ia perhaps copied 
from the last by a monejer who did not nnderstand the 
legend. Frontispiece, fig. 12. Found at Crondalo. Unique. 

These coins, figures 10, 11 and 12, cannot be attributed 
to any individual, bat the fact of their having been all 
found iu Brilaiu raises a presumption that they were struck 
here; and moreover they resemble the London coins too 
much in workmanship and general appearance to bo r&- 
nioved far from them either in locality or in date. 

We have now come to the end of the trientes at present 
attributable to England. The coins enumerated above are 
of unquestioned authenticity, and were all found in England, 
excepting perhaps Nos. 2 and 7, whose place of finding 
is not known. This of itself raises some presumption 
that they are English coins. Moreover, an English gold 
coinage of this sort in the 7th ceutury is, a priori, highlj<i 
probable, as we know that a similar one prevailed al 
that time in France, with which country after the landing 
of Augustine thero was conaidernblo intercourse, so that 
we should naturally expect to find coins struck in England 
of the same general appearance, type, and weight, as 
those current in Franco, an expectation to which the coins 
before us exactly answer. The names Dorovemis, Londuui 
and Mealldenua, can only mean Canterbury, London 
Malmcabury ; and the other coins described are too cic 
asaocintod both by type and by place of finding with thoi 
bearing thoso names to be assigned to a difl'erent country. 
Wo have, therefore, no hesitation in claiming thoin 
English, and it ia probable that some of the other coma 
found at Crondale may also belong to this country, but 
it would bo premature to claim them ontil some further 
progress has been made in deciphering their legends. 

With respect to date, the evidence is not conclusive, 
as none of the coins in the Crondale hoard can be assigned 
with certwnty to ii known individual. Figure 2 may 
poesibly be of the 6th century, though if the cross on it 
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be intended^ as it probably is^ for the Christian symbol^ 
it can hardly be earlier than the 7th. As to the coin by 
Abbo, fig. 3y a considerable probability has been shown 
that it is of the time of St. Angostine. We see no reason 
to think that the others are very much later^ and in onr 
opinion all the eyidence at present obtainable points to 
the whole of these trientes belonging to the first half of 
the 7th centniy . Gold wonld be likely to be used as the first 
material for a native currency, on account of its dignity, and 
sQYer coins to have been struck afterwards, as was the case 
with the ancient British coinage; and the earliest date 
to which any silyer sceatta has with any confidence been 
attributed is the reign of Peada, King of Mercia, a.d. 656. 
How long a gold coinage continued to exist in England 
later discoveries may show, but probably the metal was 
not sufficiently plentiful to keep it up very long. The 
pieces we are about to describe are very much later in 
date than the trientes, and were probably rather medals 
or pattern pieces than current coins. 

13. In the collection of the late Due de Blacas was an 
Arabic Dinar, equivalent in weight and value to a mancus 
(30 pence), which bore the name of Qfia, King of Mercia, 
A.D. 757 to 796. The following is a description of this 
curious coin. Obv. round the coin an Arabic legend, 
meaning, " In the name of God w<u coined this dinar in the 
year 157'^ (a.d. 774). Across the field, " Mahommed is 
the Apostle of God/' in three lines, between which, but 
upside down, are the words OFFA BEX. Rev. round the 
coin, " Mahammed is the Apostle of God, vho sent him 
with the doctrine and true faith to prevail over every other 
reliffionJ' Across the field, *' There is no other God but the 
one God ; He has no equaV Frontispiece, fig. 13. The figure 
is placed last in our plate by mistake. M. de Longperier 
and Mr. Akerman were probably right in thinking that this 
is a copy of an Arabic coin, made in England by a work- 
man ignorant of the Arabic language, and is a specimen of 



)2 



tlie coins sent by Ofia to the Pope in fulfilment of liia 
promise to send Mm 365 gold mancuBea every year. It was 
procured in Bome, Num. Ohr. 0. S., iv. 232. There is reason 
to believo that gold coins both of the Greek Empire and 
of Arabic princes had some circulntion is England during 
8axon times, as they are occasionally found ia this country ; 
and if this coin was really Btrack for the pnrpose of paying 
Offa's tribute to the Pope, it would be pretty conclusive 
evidence that there was no native gold currency in which 
that tribute could be paid. The coin is unique, and it is 
very unlikely that any great number of such piecos were 
uver struck. When the tribute was paid at all, it was 
probably paid in foreign gold, and a few pieces of this sort 
may have been struck to make up a deficiency in such gold 
procurable in some one year. 

14. A gold piece in the British Museum, of the size and 
weight of a mancus, has on tho obverse a full-faced bust of 
au ecclesiastic, with the legend VIGMVND AREP. Rev. a 
small cross within a wreath ; MVNVS DIVINVM. Weight, 
68 grs. Frmitispiece, fig. 14. Vigmund was Archbishop 
of York, A.D. B31 to 854. The place of finding this piece is 
not known, and its authenticity has been questioned. It has 
a hole drilled on each side of the neck, as if for suspeusion ; 
and it is curious that a coin in the British Museum 
Louis le Debonnaire, of the same denomination and wit 
the same type and inscription on the reverse, found 
Scotland, has exactly similar holes. Vigmuud's piece, wb 
is unique, must be considered rather as a medal than a coiU: 
and was perhaps intended to be suspended as an ornament 
or amulet round the nock. 

15. Obv. ^THELR^D REX ANGL. King's bi 
to left, helmeted and with a radiated crown, oval shield! 
on left shoulder, within beaded circle. Rev. LEOPWINE 
MIO Li£WE. A long cross voided, with pellet in the 
centre, each limb terminating in three crescents and dividing 
tho legend, over a lozeuge-shaped compartment with concave 
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sides and three pellets at each comer. Weighty 51^ grs. 
Frantispieee, fig. 15. This coin was fonnd at Hellingly^ in 
Sussex^ about the year 1808^ and was immediately bought 
by Mr. Martin^ in the possession of whose daughter^ Mrs. 
Holroyd^ it now is. The type is exactly the same as that of 
some silver pennies of the same king, Hawkins (203), and 
the place where it was found is only thirteen miles &om 
Lewes, its place of mintage. See Num. Chran, N. S., xix. 62. 
We are indebted to the courtesy of the Rev. J. Carter, 
Mrs. Holroyd's son-in-law, for the cast from which our 
engraving is taken. The coin has either been worn, or is 
struck from worn dies. 

16. Obv. EDWEBD REX. King's bust to left, filleted; 
sceptre in front. Rev. LVPINC ON WIRING. Cross, 
limbs gradually expanding, issuing from a central circle, 
with four crescents in the angles, and a pellet in the 
third quarter. Wt. 54J grs. Frontisjnecef fig. 16, which is 
copied from Rud. H. 44, and has accidentally been transposed 
in our plate with fig. 13. The type is the same as that of 
the silver pennies, Hawkins (219), and there is, perhaps, no 
sufficient reason to doubt its authenticity, though its place 
of finding is not known. It was in the collection of Mr. T. 
H. Spurrier, of Edgbaston, near Birmingham, in which town 
it was bought. See Num. Joum. ii. 54. Wasrinc signifies 
Warwick, the place of mintage. The four last-named coins 
are the only known Saxon pieces, other than the trientes, 
struck in gold, and we have thought it desirable to bring 
them together and engrave them in our frontispiece. The 
Arabic Dinar, however, was clearly not a current coin, and 
tends strongly to disprove the existence of any native gold 
currency in Ofl&i's time. Vigmund's piece is probably a 
medal ; and those of ^thelred and Edward the Confessor 
appear to have been struck from dies intended for silver 
pennies, either as pattern pieces or by a mere freak of the 
moneyer. "We do not believe that there was any regular 
Saxon gold coinage later than the trientes. 



14 



Henry III, 1216 to 1272. 

From the end of the 9th century there was no gold coinage 
either in England or in any of the neighbouring countries 
till the reign of Henry III. The gold bezants of the Greek 
Empire, and the gold coins struck during the 9th and 10th 
centuries by the Arabic princes in Sicily, were probably 
used more or less in mercantile transactions all over Europe, 
and are found occasionally in this country, but they had no 
legal currency here and were probably accepted merely as 
bullion. In the middle of the 13th century, however — an age 
of revolutions and of new ideas all over the world — ^a native 
gold coinage was almost simultaneously adopted by the 
European nations. The first gold " Florin " was issued by 
the republic of Florence in 1252. Louis IX introduced gold 
coins in France, and the Emperor Frederick II in his kingdom 
of Naples, and at about the same time the same innovation 
took place in England. On the 16th of August, 1257, a 
writ dated at Chester was issued commanding the Mayor of 
London to proclaim in that city that ''the Gold Money 
which the king had caused to be made should be imme- 
diately current there and elsewhere within the realm of 
England, in all transactions of buying and selling, at the 
rate of 20 pennies of sterlings (i.e., 20 silver pennies) for 
every gold penny .^' The times, however, were by no means 
&vourable to the issue of pieces of a denomination so much 
higher than had been previously known. The kingdom was 
in a very disturbed state ; the *' mad parliament,^' by which 
the king was practically deposed, was to meet the next year, 
and so great distress prevailed throughout the country that 
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a quarter of wheats the average price of which was about 
7«, is said to have sold this year for as much as 248. 
Accordingly^ on the 4th of November in the same year^ the 
City of London petitioned against these coins, and the king 
had to issue another proclamation that no one was obliged 
to take them^ and that whoever did might bring them to 
his Exchange, and receive there the value at which they 
had been made current, deducting only a halfpenny for 
each piece. The coins nevertheless continued to be current^ 
and are mentioned in several records down to the year 1270 > 
and in 1265, the year of Montfort's Parliament, their value 
was raised by proclamation from 20 to 24 pence ; probably 
equivalent in purchasing power to £2. lOs at the present 
day. It is not likely that any great number of these coins 
was ever struck, and being unpopular and, from their high 
value, inconvenient, they would soon be melted down, a 
process which would be greatly facilitated by the fact that 
they were of pure gold, without alloy of any kind ; and this 
wiU account for their being at present of extreme rarity, 
only three or four specimens being known. The type is, 
obv. the king crowned, in royal robes, seated on his throne, 
holding a sceptre in his right hand, an orb in his left ; the 
legend, HENBIG BEX III, is interrupted both at top and 
bottom by the king's figure, and the cross on the orb separates 
the H in Henric from the E. Bev. a cross of double limbs, 
each botone, extending nearly to the edge of the coin, as on 
the silver pennies of 1248, a pellet in the centre of the cross, 
and a rose surrounded by three pellets in each angle ; a 
beaded inner circle ; legend, WILLEM ON LVND. MB. 
Bud. SuppL pL vi. 18. Or with the arms and legs of the 
throne formed by pellets instead of straight lines, legend 
WILLEM ON LVNDE. MB. Num. Chran. N. S., iii. 
190. The weight of both these coins is 45^ grains. One 
of them was bought for £41. lOs. See woodcut an tith- 
page. Another, reading LVNDEN, sold at Capt. Murchi- 
son's sale in 1864 for £140. Mr. J. Evans has a fourth 
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appears to be composed of tlie same letters as the last, bnt 1 
arranged almost at haphazard. The coin is perhaps copied ■ 
from the last by a raoneyer who did not anderstand the 
legend. Frontispiece, &g. 12. Found at Crondale. Unique. 

These coins, fignres 10, II and 12, cannot be attributed 
to any individual, but the fact of their having been all . 
found in Britain raises a presumption that they were Btruck j 
here; and moreover they resemble the London coins too-l 
much in workmanship and general appearance to be re- I 
moved far from them either in locality or in date. 

We have now come to the end of the trientes at present I 
attribut-ablo to England. The coins enumerated above are i 
of unquestioned authenticity, and were all found in England, 
exceptiiig perhaps Kos. 2 and 7, whose place of finding 
is not known. This of itself raises some presumption 
that they are English coins. Moreover, an English gold 
coinage of this sort in the 7th century is, a priori, highly | 
probable, as we know that a similar one prevailfd at | 
that time in France, with which country after the landing 1 
of Aaguatine there was considerable intercourse, so that I 
we should naturally expect to find coins struck in England I 
of the same general appearance, type, and weight, as I 
those current in France, an espectation to which the coina I 
before us exactly answer. The names Dorovemis, Londuni I 
and Moalldenas, can only mean Canterbury, London and 1 
Malmesbury ; and the other coins described are too closely j 
associated both by type and by place of finding with those I 
bearing these names to be assigned to a different country. | 
We have, therefore, no hesitation in claiming them 
English, and it ia probable that some of the other coins 1 
found at Crondale may also belong to this country, butl 
it would be premature to claim them until some further! 
progress baa boon made in deciphering their legends. 

With respect to date, the evidence is not conclusive,! 
as none of the coins in the Crondale hoard can be assigneAl 
with certainty to a known individual. Figure 2 ma/l 
possibly be of the 6tb century, though if the ( 
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intended, as it probably is, for the Cbristiaa symbol, 
can hardly be earlier than the 7th. As to the coin by 
Abbo, fig. 3, a considerable probability has been shown 
that it ia of the time of St. Augustine. We see no reason 
to think that the others are very much later, and in onr 
opinion all the evidence at present obtainable points to 
tile whole of these trientes belonging to the first half of 
the 7th century. Gold would be likely to be used as the first 
material for a native currency, on account of its dignity, and 
silver coins to have been struck afterwards, as was the case 
with the ancient British coinage; and the earliest date 
to which any silver sceatta has with any confidence been 
attributed is the reign of Peada, King of Mercia, a.d, 656. 
fiow long a gold coinage continued to exist in England 
later discoveries may show, but probably the metal was 
Dot sufficiently plentiful to keep it up very long. The 
pieces we are about to describe are veiy much later in 
date than the trientes, and were probably rather medals 
or pattern pieces than current coins. 

13. In the collection of the late Due de Blacas was an 
'Arabic Dinar, equivalent in weight and value to a mancus 
(30 pence), which bore the name of Offa, King of Mercia, 
:A.d. 757 to 796. The following is a description of this 
'Onrions coin. Obv. round the coin an Arabic legend, 
[meaning, " In the name of Ood was coined this dinar in the 
■'gear 157" (A.n. 774). Across the field, " Mahommed is 
ifhe Apoftle of God," in three linos, between which, but 
ipside down, are the words OFFA REX. Eev. round the 
Mahomm-ed is the Aposlle of God, who gent htm 
'th the doctrine and true faith to prevail over every other 
\ligion." Across the field, " There is no other God hut the 
God; He has no equal." Frontisj>iece,Sg.lS. The figure 
placed last in our plate by mistake. M. de Longperier 
d Mr. Akerman were probably right in thinking that this 
copy of an Arabic coin, made in England by a work- 
ignorant of the Arabic langaage, and is a specimen of 



tlic coins sent by Offa to the Pope in fulfilment of his 
ppomise to send him 365 gold mancuses every year. It was 
procured in Rome, Num. Chr. 0. S., iv. 232. There is reason 
to believe that gold coins both of the Greek Empire and 
of Arabic princes had some circulation in England during 
Saxon times, aa they are occasionally found in this country ; 
and if this coin was really struck for the purpose of paying 
Offa's tribute to the Pope, it would be pretty conclusive 
evidence that there was no native gold currency in which 
that tribute could be paid. The coin is unique, and it is 
very unlikely that any great number of such pieces were 
ever Btrucb. When the tribute was paid at all, it was 
probably paid in foreign gold, and a few pieces of this sort 
may have been struck to make up a deficiency in such gold 
procurable in some one year, 

14. A gold piece in the British Museum, of the size and 
weight of a mancus, has on the obverso a full-faced bust of 
an ecclesiastic, with tho legend VIGMVND AEEP. Rev. a 
small cross within a wreath J MVNVS DIVINVM. Weight, 
68 grs. Frontispiece, fig. 14. Vigmund was Archbishop 
of York, A.D. 831 to 854. The place of finding this piece is 
not known, and its authenticity has been questioned. It has 
& hole drilled on each side of the neck, aa if for suspension ; 
and it ia curious that a coin in tho British Museum of 
Louis le Debonnaire, of the same denomination and with 
the same type and inscription on the reverse, found in 
Scotland, has exactly similar holes. Vigmund's piece, which 
is unique, must be considered rather as a medal than a coin, 
and was perhaps intended to be suspended as an ornament 
or amulet round the neck. 

15. Obv. .^THELR.^D RES ANGL. King's bust 
to left, belmeted and with a radiated crown, oval shield 
on left shoulder, within beaded circle. Rev. LEOFWINE 
MIO JiMWV. A long cross voided, with pellet in the 
centre, each limb terminating in three crescents and dividing 
the legend, over a lozenge-shaped compartment with c 
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Pflides and three pellets at eacli corner. Weiglit, 51^ grs. 

■ontispiece, fig. 15. This coin was fonud at Hellingly, in 

I Sussex, about the year 1808, and was immediately bought 

by Mr. Martin, in the poaseasion of whose daughter, Mrs. 

Holroyd, it now ia. The type ia exactly the same as that of 

e silver pennies of the aame Mng, Hawkins (203), and 

place where it was foand is only thirteen miles from 

wes, ita place of mintage. See Num. Chron. N. S., six. 62. 
are indebted to the courtesy of the Rev. J. Carter, 
Holroyd'a son-in-law, for tha caat from which our 
engraving is taken. The coin haa either been worn, or is 
Btmck from worn dies. 

10. Obv. EDWERD RES. King's bust to left, aieted; 
■ceptre in front. Rev. LVFINC ON W.^RINC. Cross, 
limbs gradually expanding, issuing from a central circle, 
■with four crescents in the angles, and a pellet in the 
third quarter. Wt. b4^ gra. Frontispiece, fig. 16, which ia 
copied from Rud. H, 44, and has accidentally been transposed 
in our plate with fig. 13. The type is the same as that of 
the silver pennies, Hawkins (219), and thero is, perhaps, no 
Bufficient reason to doubt ita authenticity, though ita place 
of finding is not known. It was in the collection of Mr. T. 
H. Spurrier, of Edgbaston, near Birmingham, in which town 
it was bought. See Num. Joum. u. 54. WEerinc signifies 
Warwick, the place of mintage. The four last-named coins 
are the only known Saxon pieces, other than the trientes, 
struck in gold, and we have thought it desirable to bring 
them together and engrave them in our frontispiece. The 
Arabic Dinar, however, was clearly not a current coin, and 
tends strongly to disprove the existence of any native gold 
currency in Ofia's time. Vigmund's piece is probably a 
medal ; and those of jEtholred and Edward the Confessor 
appear to have been struck from dies intended for silver 
pennies, either as pattern pieces or by a mere fi-eak of the 

loneyer. We do not believe that there waa any regular 

laxon gold coinage later than the trientes. 
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Hbney m, 1216 TO 1272. 

From the end of the 9th century there was no gold coinage 
either in England or in any of the neighbouring countries 
till the reign of Henry III. The gold bezants of the Greek 
Empire^ and the gold coins struck during the 9th and 10th 
centuries by the Arabic princes in Sicily, were probably 
used more or less in mercantile transactions all over Europe, 
and are found occasionally in this country, but they had no 
legal currency here and were probably accepted merely as 
bullion. In the middle of the 13th century, however — an age 
of revolutions and of new ideas all over the world — ^a native 
gold coinage was almost simultaneously adopted by the 
European nations. The first gold " Florin '* was issued by 
the republic of Florence in 1252. Louis IX introduced gold 
coins in France, and the Emperor Frederick II in his kingdom 
of Naples, and at about the same time the same innovation 
took place in England. On the 16th of August, 1257, a 
writ dated at Chester was issued commanding the Mayor of 
London to proclaim in that city that '' the Gold Money 
which the king had caused to be made should be imme- 
diately current there and elsewhere within the realm of 
England, in all transactions of buying and selling, at the 
rate of 20 pennies of sterlings (t.6., 20 silver pennies) for 
every gold penny.'* The times, however, were by no means 
favourable to the issue of pieces of a denomination so much 
higher than had been previously known. The kingdom was 
in a very disturbed state ; the " mad parliament,*' by which 
the king was practically deposed, was to meet the next year, 
and so great distress prevailed throughout the country that 
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B> quarter of wheat, the average price of which was about 

17(1, is said to have sold this year for as much as 249. 

■■Accordingly, on the 4th of November in the same year, the 

I City of London petitioned against those coins, and the king 

Iliad to issue another proclamation that no one was obHged 

Jto take them, and that whoever did might bring them to 

■ Ids Exchange, and receive there the value at which they 

I'had been made current, deducting only a halfpenny for 

ich piece. The coins nevertheless continued to be current, 

mentioned in several records down to the year 1270 i 

luid in 1265, the year of Montfort'a Parliament, their value 

■iras raised by proclamation from 20 to 24 pence ; probably 

^equivalent in purchasing power to £2. lOs at the present 

ftday. It is not likely that any great number of these coins 

■"waa ever struck, and being unpopular and, from their high 

■Tatue, inconvenient, they would soon be melted down, a 

■process which would bo greatly facihtated by the fact that 

Kthey were of pure gold, without alloy of any kind ; and this 

■will account for their being at present of extreme rarity, 

Bonly three or four specimens being known. The type ia, 

pby. the king crowned, in royal robes, seated on his throne, 

■Itolding a sceptre in his right hand, an orb in his left; the 

• legend, HENEIC REX III, is interrupted both at top and 

[bottom by the king's figure, and the cross on tho orb separates 

I'tiie H in Henric from the E. Rev. a cross of double hmbs, 

Beach botone, extending nearly to the edge of tho coin, as on 

the silver pennies of 1248, a pellet in the centre of the cross, 

md a rose surrounded by three pellets in each angle; a 

3aded inner circle; legend, WILLEM ON LVND. MB. 

fend, Suppl. pi. vi. 18. Op with the anus and legs of the 

iirone formed by pellets instead of straight lines, legend 

fflLLEM ON LVNDE. MB. Num. Chron. N. S., iii. 

The weight of both these coins is 45J grains. One 

F them was bought for Ml. lOs. See woodcut ort title- 

Anolher, reading LVNDEN, sold at Capt, Murchi- 

sale in 1864 for £140. Mr. J. Evans has a fourth 
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specimeii, reading LVND, and liaving a liolo ttrough tlie 
field, which waa formerly Mr. Cuffa and Mr. Wigan's. 
They are the last English gold coins on which the name of 
a moneyer appears, and are the only ones which have been 
struck of pure gold. The amount of gold contained in 
them is about | of that in a modern sovereign, but their 
purchasing power may be considered equal to that of £2 or 
£2. 10s of our present money. 



Edwakd III, 1327 TO 1377. 



No further attempts were made, after the ill-receiv< 
coinage of Henry III, to provide a gold cnrrency for tbia 
kingdom, until the 17th year of King Edward III, 1343. 
Gold coins were, however, used in the countries with which 
our principal commerce was carried on, notably in North 
Italy, France, and Flanders; and in 1343, in order to 
increase the quantity of money in the kingdom and to 
facilitate the trade with Flanders, the Council resolved, 
after examining before Parliament certain merchants, 
goldsmiths, and moneyers, that one kind of gold money 
should be made both in England and Flanders, provided the 
Flemings were willing, to be current at such weight, alloy, 
and value, aa ehould be appointed by the king and Council, 
and that all other gold money should be prohibited in both 
countries. Accordingly, in that year an indenture waa 
made between the king and the masters aud workers and 
changers of the money, according to which three monies 
of gold were to be made ; one, which was called a florin, 
to be current at 6s, to be equal in weight to two petit 
florins of Florence of good weight, i.e., 108 grains; and 
of the same fineness, namely, 23 carats 3^ grains pure 
gold to J grain alloy ; and the halE and quarter florin in 
proportion. This money waa made current by a proclama- 
tion on the 27th of January, 1343 (0. S.), in which the new 
coins were described as " one coin with two leopards, each 
piece to be current for six shillings, another piece of one 
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leopdT^, and nnotter piece of one helm, being respectively 
tbo hftlf and qnartor of the larger coin, and of proportional 
value," and wore ordered to be received by all persons 
throughoct the realm. The same indentare was renewed 
the next year, 1344, with a now master and worker; but 
it was discovered that the coins were valned too high 
in proportion to the silver, and were consequently generally 
refused, and accordingly a proclamation was issued on the 
9tli of July to order that they should be taken in payment 
only with the consent of those to whom they were offered, 
and another on the 20th of August of the same year, 1344, 
declared them no longer current without the consent of the 
receiver, but they were to be cionsidered as bullion and 
taken according to their value aa such. 

It is not to be wondered at that under these circum- 
stances the florin and its parts are extremely rare. Of 
the florin two specimens only are known, both of which 
were found together in the river Tyne. They have on 
the obv. the king crowned and robed, seated under a 
canopy, holding a sceptre ia his right hand, an orb in his 
left; two leopards, as mentioned in the proclamation, are 
placed one on each side the throne ; fleur-de-lys are 
sprinkled over the field. Legend, EDWR " D " GRA ° REX " 
ANGL " Z " FRANC " DNS " HIB. Rev. treasure of four 
curves, with a beaded interior foliated at each angle, con- 
taining a short cross with qoatref oiled and foliated ends, and 
a qnatrefoil in the centre, upon a beaded cross voided ; in each 
curve of the treasure is a crown, and outside each angle of 
the tressure is a lion or leopard. Legend J IHC i TRAN- 
SIENS : PE ; MEDIVM ; ILLOHVM i IBAT ; One of 
thrae pieces is in MB., pi. 1 (1) ; the other, which differs in 
having a flenr-de-lys between the king's right arm and hia 
body, and a greater number of fleur-de-lys in the field, was 
sold at Mr. Forster'a sale in 18fi8 for £113, and ia now in 
the collection of Mr. Evans. It weighs 107 grs. 

HALF-FLORIN. Obv. a leopard crowned, a banner 
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bearing tte arms of France and England quartered la fas- 
tened to his neck and flows back on his shoulder. ED WAR" 
D " GRA » REX " ANGL " Z " FRANC " DNS " HIB. 
Eev. a tresBure of four curves, with a beaded interior with a 
lis at each angle, containing a cross nearly the same as that 
on the florin ; a lion outside each angle. % DOMINE S NE S 
INSFVR0RESTV0°AJIGVAS^'ME2 MB. PI. 1.(2). 
Eud. Soppl. part ii, plato iii, 6. Or without the „ before 
and after the legend. EVANS. These are the only two 
specimens at present known. 

QUARTER FLORIN. Obv. a lion crowned standing on 
a cap of maintenance snrraonnting a helmet, attached to 
which is the mantling or curtain, which was worn both for 
ornament anil as a protection against the sun. The field is 
strewn with lys. EDWR '„ R I ANGL S Z 2 FRANC t D ° 
HIB, Rev, a short cross potent upon a beaded cross 
voided, with foliated ends, a quatrefoil in the centre. 
S ESAETABITVR S IN I GLORIA "„ PI, 1 \Z). MB. 
Wt. 27 grs, A brilliant specimen of the quarter florin 
was sold at Capt. Murchiaon's salo in 1SG4 for £170. Ono 
in the Hunter Museum at Glasgow is engraved in Rud. 
Gold Coins, I. 1, Suppl. part ii, pl, iii, 5, Mr. Evans has 
one like this, but reading EXALTABITAR, 

SECOND COINAGE, 1344. The issue of gold florins 
had been as unsuccessful as that of gold pennies ; but in 
the same year in which the florins were called in, a new 
indenture was entered into between the king and the master 
of the mint, by virtue of which a Tower pound of gold waa 
to be coined into 39^ nobles, at Gs 8d each, or a proportion- 
able number of half and quarter nobles ; and this new money 
was made current by a proclamation which declared that 
the coins were to be called Nobles, Maille Nobles, and 
Ferling Nobles respectively, and that no one could rufnse 
to take them in payment of sums of 20j! and upwards, and it 
was ordered that no person should carry, nor canao to bo 
carried out of the realm gold or silver in plate or in money, 
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except tJte Icing's money of gold aforesaid. It had been long 
anUwfal to export silver plate or money, and this prohibition 
was extended to gold plate in 1331. The principal object 
of the gold coinage, however, was to facilitate the trade 
hetween England and Flanders, and the exportation of the 
gold coinswas therefore freely allowed for the present, though 
it was stopped upon the representations of the Commons, 
& few years afterwards. The reason for preventing tbo 
.exportation of uncoined gold was probably that it might be 
.bronght to the mint to be coined, and a certain profit 
obtained thereby for the king. 

Tho 'Weight of tho new noblo was I38j^ gra., and the 
fineness tho same as before. The type ia, obv, tho king 
in armour, crowned, holding in liis right hand a sword, 
in hia left a shield, bearing the arms of France and England 
quarterly, standing in a ship, tho upper part of tho side 
■of which is ornamented with three lions, behind each of 
.■which are two lis. Thcro are three ropes from tho mast to 
the stem of the ship, two to tho prow. The French arms 
as thoy subsequently became, three lis only, but 
aetiie de lye, i.e., an indefinito number of lis on the shield. 
Legend EDWAB i D i GRA ; REX ; ANGL ; Z ; 
FRANC ; DNS J HYB. Rev. within a compartment of 
double moulding of eight arches, having a trefoil in each 
spandril, is a short cross potent upon a beaded cross voided 
with foliated ends, having L (for London) in tho centre, 
within a compartment of four arches and four angles, with 
a trefoil at each angle; and there is a lis opposite each 
end of tho cross, and a lion pnssant guardant with a 
crown above it in each angle. ; IHC ; TRANSIENS J 
per; MEDIVMJILLORVM: IBAT; Pl.i. {4}. Rud. 
ii. 1. MB. Wt. 135 grs. Ext. rare. 

Tho half-noble of this coinage is not known. 

The quarter noble has on the obv. a shield with the 

ras of Prance and England quarterly, within a double 
of six arches, a trefoil in each spandril, a pellet 



at each angle. EDWAR REX ANGL Z FRANC D HYB. 
A mark like an inverted comma between each word. Rev. 
within a compartment of eight arches is a cross with 
foliated ends, having L in the centre, within a compartment 
of four arches and four angles, with a trefoil at each angle ; 
there is a lis opposite each end of the cross, and a lion 
passant guardant in each angle. J EXALT ABITVR ' IN 
5 gloria; pi. i. (5). MB. Wt. 331 grs. JExt. rare. 
One was sold at Mr. Cuff's sale in 1854 for£10, and another 
at Mr. Forster's sale in 1868 for £9. Mr. Rashleigh has 
a quarter noble weighing 34i grs. which has S instead of 
L in the centre of the reverse. It was bought at Mr. 
Whitboum'a aalo in 18(39. 

The ship which appears upon these nobles is said to 
commemorate the great naval victory which the English 
fleet, commanded by tho king in person, obtained over 
the French fleet off Sluya, on Midsummer Day, 1340, and 
also to bo intended to assert Edward's claim to the 
sovereignty of the seas. Their name is supposed to be 
derived from the noble nature of tho metal of which they are 
composed, and however this may bo, their beauty seems to 
have made a great impression on the people, and a legend 
was long current that they were made by alchemy, and the 
inscription, "Joans autem transiens per medium illorum 
ibat " (Luke iv. 30) was explained to mean that " as Jesus 
passed invisible and in most secret manner by the middest 
of the Pharisees, so gold was made by* invisible and 
secret art amidst the ignorant ; " and it was said that it was 
pat upon the coins "becanse Ripley, the Alchyraiat, when 
he made gold in the Tower, the first time ho found it spoke 
these words 'per medium eorum,' i.e., per medium ignis 
et Bulphnris." It appears, however, that this text waa 
considered to be a charm against dangers in war and also 
against thieves ; and it was perhaps its virtue iu this last 
respect which caused the authorities to place it on so 
valuable a coin as the gold Noble. 
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THIRD COINAGE, 1346. In the King's 20tb year, 
134-6, by indenture with Percival de Porche, master of the 
mint, the weight of the money, both of gold and silver, was 
diminished, 42 noblea instead of 39\ being ordered to be 
made out of the Tower pound, ao that the noble was now 
to weigh only 128f grs., and the talf and quarter in pro- 
portion. In the same year also, upon the petition of the 
Commons, an ordinance was mado that no person, of what 
estate or condition soever, should carry out of the realm the 
ting's good money, including apparently the gold coins, 
which it bad hitherto been lawfnl to export. The coins of 
this period, like all previous ones, are very rare. 

NOBLE. Exactly the same as that of 1344, except that it 
has Q., the initial of the king's name, instead of L in the centre 
of the reverse. Rud. ii. 2. MB. Wt. 127 grs. Very 
rare. Three specimens were sold at Mr. Cuflfa sale in 1854, 
of which Mr. Evans has one. 

HALF NOBLE. Type as the noble, bat three ropea 
from each end of the ship, and three lions each followed by 
a lis on the side. EDWAR. DEI. G. HEX. ANGL. 
Z. FRANC. D Rev. DOMENB '^ NE " IN " FVRORE - 
TVO ; ARGVAS " ME. in centre, lis before head of lion 
in second quarter, two dots over upper limb of cross. PI. i. 
(6). MB. Wt. 60J grs., considerably clipped. Very rare. 
The object in the centre of the reverse is probably au 9, bot 
is not very distinct. The Ns on the reverse of this coin are 
I of the Roman shape, not, as on all previous coins, Lombardio. 
I QUARTER NOBLE. Type as the previous issue of 134i, 
I but the compartment on the reverse is doable, and it has 
e instead of L in the centre. J EDWAR ; R % ANGL ; Z % 
TRANE : D i HYB J J EXALTABITVR ; IN ; GLORLA % 
PI. i. (7). MB. Wt. 32-3 grs. Two of these were sold at 
Mr. Cuff's sale in 1854 for 12s and ISs respectively, and 
one at Mr. Buncombe's sale in June, 1869. Very rare. 

FOURTH COINAGE, 1351. Notwithstanding the 
^miuution made in the weight of the noble in 1346, 
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it wjis still founil that tto English coins " had hitherto been 
BO much bettor than those of any other nation, that they 
were exported, and base money brought into the realm, to 
the impoverishment of the people;" and accordingly in 
1351 the weight of the coins both of gold and silver was 
still further reduced, and the noble, retaining the same 
nominal valne of 6e 8d, was now to weigh only 120 grs., 
45 being luads out of the Towor pound, and the others in 
proportion. An ordinance was mode at the some time 
forbidding all persons to carry out of the realm any gold or 
silver, either in plate or ia money ; but this would appear to 
be repealed by the Statute of the Staple, in 1353, which 
provided that " no one should carry out of the realm the old 
sterlinga nor any other ttioiiey hut Ike king's new money of 
gold and silver," so that an implied permission was given 
to export now money. This permission was revoked by a 
statute of 1381. 

The pieces of the fourth coinage are of the same type as 
those of former years, but they may be divided by their 
legends into three periods, namely, from 1351 to 13G0, 
when tho title of King of Prance appears on the coins, but 
not that of Lord of Aquitaine ; from 1360 to 1369, when, in 
accordance with the treaty of Bretigny in the former year, 
the title of King of France was omitted and that of Lord of 
Aquitaine substituted for it; and from 1369 to the king's 
death in 1377, when, the treaty of Bretigny having been 
brolcen by Charles V, both titles were used. The pieces of 
this coinage are by no means uncommon. 

NOBLES. Type liko those of 1316, having a in the 
centre of the reverse, and trefoils in tho spaudrils. 

1351 to 1360. The titk King of France appears upon all 
of these, but never that of Dube of Aquitaine ; and with tho 
exception of the first coin described, all of them have a 
lis over tho head of tho lion in one quarter or other of the 
reverse, and are ornamented, either between the words or 
in the field of tho roverao, with annulets. Tho letters of the 
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legend are generally of the old Englisli or Lombardic shape, 
bat with one exception (No. 16), tho Na are always of the 
Roman shape. I.EDWARD ' DEI "■ GEA ' REX ' ANGL ' 
Z ' FRANC " D h. Three ropes from stem, one from prow ; 
three liona, each preceded by two lis, on the side of the 
BHp. Rev. IHE " AVTEM " TRANCIENS ; P ' MEDIVM " 
ILLORVM " TBAT. Two dots over upper limb of cross. 
MB, This coin was found with No. 12 in tho cloisters of 
Westminster Abbey. 2. Same but D HYB, three ropea 
from each end of ship, three lis only in French arms on 
shield, IBAT, two annulets instead of dots over upper limb 
of cross, lis over bead of lion in second quarter, MB. 

3. EDWARD " DEI " GRA " REX " ANGL ' Z ' FRANC " 
D " HYB. Three ropes from stern, none from prow, three its 
only in French arms, ornaments on ship aa 1. Rev. IHC " 
AVTEM "TBANCIENS " P" MEDIVM°ILLORVM"IBAT, 
MM crown, lis over bead of lion in second quarter. MB. 

4. Same, but with one rope from the prow, French arms 
seme de lijs; the stops are an annulet before Edward and 
between all the words except after Edward, Res, D, and 
Hlorum. PI. ii. (8). MB. 5. " E ° DWARD " DEI " GRA" 
ANGL - Z " FRANC ° D ° HY ° B <■ E. Ropes and orna- 
ments as No. 1. Rev, legend as No, 3, lis in second 
qnarter. MB. Mr. Evans has ono like S, but without 
the MM ; two ropea from prow, EDVARD, no * after 
D; and another in bad condition but apparently like 3, 
without the MM, three ropes from prow, IB for Ibat. 
6. As No. 1, but D HYB, IBAT, ornaments on sido 
of fthip are lion, lis, lion, Hs, hon. Lis in second quarter, 
two annulets over upper limb of cross. Rud. ii. 3. 
MB. 7. Obv. as No. G. Rev. IKG ' AVEM {sic) 
' TEANCIENS " P " MEDIVM " ILLORVM " IBAT. 
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No. 6. Rev. as No. 1, but IHC, IBAT, two annulets over 
upper limb of cross, lis in 2nd quarter, MB. 9. EDWARD " 
DEI " GRA " RES ° ANGL ' Z " FRANC " D " HYB ; two 
ropes from stem, one from prow, ornaments on ship as No. 6. 
Rev. IHC " AVTEM " TRANCIBNS " P " MEDIVM 
ILLORVM IBAT. Lis in second quarter. EVANS. 10. 
Same as last, but tliree ropes from prow, no annulet after D, 
saltire after every word on rev. MB. 11. Obv. legend as 
9, but FR'ANC"; three ropes from each end of ship, 
ornaments OQ ship lis, lion, lis, lion, lis, lion, lis ; lettering 
smaUer than usual. Rev. IHES " AVTEM " TRANCIENS 
" PER " MEDIV " ILDOEVM" IBAT, lis in second quarter. 
EVANS. 12. Obv. legend as 9, bet HYBE, no stops 
between the words, three ropes from each end of the ship, 
ornaments on ship one ha, lion, two lis, lion, two lis, 
lion, two hs, lettering small. Rev. as the last. MB. 
Mr. Evans has one reading EDWAD & ILLORV, aud 
with I between the words on rev. 13, Legends as 9, 
but HI for Hyb, ropea and ornaments as 12, annulet 
between words on both sides, lis in third quarter. MB. 
.14. Same as last, but HYB, IBA, and with lis in first 
quarter instead of third. Rud. i. 2. MB. 15. Legends as 
9, three ropes from stem, four from prow, annulet between 
words on both sides, lis In first quarter, ornaments on ship 
are two lis, lion, two ha, lion, two lis, lion, two lis. MB. 
16. Obv. legend as 9, three ropes from each cud of ship, 
ornaments on ship one lis, lion, two lis, Hon, two lis, lion, 
one lis. Rev. IHC ; TRANSIENS ;; PER ; MEDIVM % 
ILLORVM J IBAT. Lis over head of lion in first quarter. 
MB. The Ns on the reverse of this coin are of the Lombardic 
uottheRomanform. 17. Obv. as last. Rev. IHE-AVTEM" 
TRANCIENS " P - MEDIVM • ILLORVM " IBA-, lis over 
head of lion in second quarter. MB. 

1360 to 1369. These differ from the previous nobles in 
that, in consequence of the treaty of Bretigny, the name of 
France never appears on them, bat that of Aquitaine gene- 
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rally does. Moat ot thorn are marted with annulets, T>ut 
these never occar, as on former nobles, between the words 
of the legend. On many coins of this time annnlota are 
subatitnted for trefoils at the angles of the central compart- 
ment on the reverse. 

18. EDWAEDVS : DEI JGRA^EEX-ANGL" DENS; 
HYB. Three ropes from stem, two from prow; ornaments 
on ship as Nos. 16 and 17. Rev. IHC " AVTEM % PER S 
MEDIVM ; ILLORVM ; IBAT. Lis over head of lion in 
second quarter, annulet instead of trefoil at each angle of 
centre compartment, three pellets, for trefoil, in each span- 
dril. Pi.ii(n) MB. On this coin the N in ANGL ia of the 
Homan shape, that in DENS of the Lombardic. On all subse- 
quent nobles the Lombardic shape only is nsed. 19. Obv. 
from tho samo die as the last. Rev. IHC ' AVTEM ; TBAN- 
8IENS ; PER ; MED " ILLORR ; IBAT. Lis and annulets 
as the last, MB. The last two coins omit the French titio 
bnt do not add that of Aquitaino ; but the lis over the head 
of the lion in the second quarter, and the ornaments on tho 
ship, connect them closely with the last of the coins struck 
before 1 360, and show that thoy amat have been struck very 
soon after that date. The blunders in the legends on those 
and tho next coins seem to show that the change of title 
caused some confusion in tho mint. 20. EDWARDVS ' 
DEI ' GRA " REX ; ANGLIE ; Z ; AQVTA " D " E'. 
Three ropes from each end, ornaments on ship aa Nos. 16-19. 
Rev. IHO ■ AVTEM ' TRANSIBVS i P " MEDIVM ; 
ILLORR " IBAT Lis and annulets as the two last. 
MB. 21. EDWARD ■ DEI " GRA ' BEX " ANGL " DNS ' 
HIBN ' Z " AQ. Three ropes from each end, ornaments as 
Nos. 16-20. Rev. IHC - AVTE " TRANSIENS ; PER ; 
MEDVM ; ILLORR " IBAT. Lis and annulets as the three 
last. MB. 22. Obv. legend as last but HYB ' Z " AQT, 
two saltires between all the other words, and before Edward ; 
three ropes from stem, two from prow ; ornaments on side 
' of ship are a lion, two lis, a lion, two lis. Rev. IHC ^ 



AVTEM : TRANSIENS : PER I MEDIVM ; ILLORV 
IBAT. Trefoils at angles of centre compartment. MB. 
23. Same as last withoat ealtires before Edward, 
reading MEDIV ; ILLORVM ; 3£B. 24. Same as 
with annulet before Edward. MB. 

Calais. The foregoing coins all liavo Q, for the name of 
the ting, in the centre of the reverse, with the possible 
exception of No. 20, on which the letter may bo either 9 or 
Q j but there are three coins of this period, 1360 to 1369, 
in tho British Museum which have a Q instead of 9 in that 
place, and which also differ from the others in having a flag 
at the stern of the ship j and it is supposed that these coins 
were struck at Calais. A mint was eatubhahed at Calais as 
early aa the year 1347, immediately after ita conquest by 
tho English, but it is not till the year 1363 that there ia 
any proof of gold being coined there. In that year the 
Mayor waa commanded to enforce an ordinance which had 
been previously published forbidding the currency of any 
money in the town except that which was coined at the 
mint there j and all persona importing wool from England 
to Calais were ordered to bring, for every sack of wool so 
imported, five shillings in weight of fine gold, or other 
buUion of gold or silverj to the Calais mint. In 1364 
Guater do Barde, master of tho mint in the Tower of 
London, undertook to coin the king's money of gold and 
silver at Calais, of tho same weight and alloy as the money 
of the Tower. It is probable that the three following coins 
are specimens of this money ; and although, as being struck 
at Calais, they cannot strictly claim a place among English 
coins, yet wo insert them here for the present because, even 
though struck at Calais, they no doubt had a legal currency 
in England; and also because it is possible that, after all, 
tho C, on which wo rest their appropriation, may have been 
intended for an E, and that they may therefore, like tho 
rest, have been struck at the Tower. In any case it ia 
probable that the dies were made at the Tower, in onlcr to 
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ensare ttioir uniformity with tboso of the English coins. 
25. Same as 22, but with no saltires before Edward, a flag 
at tho stem of the ship, and Ct in the centre of the reverse. 
MB. 26. Same as the last, with small open qnatrefoil 
before Edward. See Rud. i. 4. MB. 27. Same as the last, 
omitting the Battires after PER. MB. A Calais noble 
withont the flag was sold at Mr. Cufi's sale in 1854 for 
£3. Is. Mr. Evans has one exactly like 23, bnt reading 
HTB AQVT. 

1369 to 1377. During this period the names both of 
France and Aqnitaiue appear upon the coins. The anunlet 
mark is sometimea used, bnt never either between tho 
words of the legend or at the angles of the central compart- 
ment on the reverse. All except the first mentioned in this 
class have three ropes from the stern, one from the prow of 
the ship, and have the side of the ship ornamented by a Hs, 
lion, lis, hon, lis, lion, lis. 

28. " EDWARD ; DEI J G H REX * ANG " Z " FBA ; 
DNS ; HYB ' 7, " AT. Otherwise exactly the same as 
No. 24. MB. SeeEud. i. 3. 29. EDWARD - DI ' GRA " 
RES " ANGL " Z " FRANC " DNS ' EIB " Z " AQVIT. 
Flag at stem. Rev. IHC ; AVTEM i TRANSIENS ; PER ; 
MEDIVM ; ILLORVM ; IBAT. Pellet after the Q in the 
centre, -two dots over tho lis on the top and bottom limbs 
of the cross. Rud. Suppl. pi, vi. 19. MB, This is the 
only noblo with a flag at the stem of the ship which has 
not got Q instead of Q. in the centre of tho reverse. 30. 
Liko the last, but without the flag, no pellets over the 
limbs of tho cross, saltire after Ibat. MB. 31, Same but 
reading EDWARDVS, AQT. MB. 32. Same, with no 
saltire after Ibat. MB. 33. Legends as 29 but AQ, small 
cross after the Q. in the centre, annulet at spring of first 
arch. MB. 34. Legends as 29 but AQ, MEDIV, ILLORV. 
Q in centre reversed, two saltires before Gra and Aq. MB. 
A noble with Edward's name, but with R in the centre of 
the reverse, will be- found described under Richard U'a reign. 




Calais. G in centre of reverse. Otberwiae oiaotly like 



HALF NOBLES, 1351 to 1360. Theao, like the nobles 
of the same period, which they very cloeely resemble, have 
the titles of England and France bnt not of Aquitaine. 
The type and legends are similar to those of the earlier half 
nobles. Annulets occur between the words of the legends 
on coins of this class only. 1. EDWAR " DEI - G " REX " 
ANGL " Z " FRANC D (Hyb omitted). Three ropes from 
stem, one from prow. Ornaments on ship lis, lion, lis, lion, 
lis, lion, lis. Rev. DOMINE NE - IN ' FVRORE " TVO ■" 
ARGVAS " ME. Two dots over npper limb of cross on rev. 
MB. Cf. noble No. 1, and half noble of 1346. 2. EDWAR' 
D " GRA " REX " ANGL Z FRA » D " HT. Tliree ropee 
from stem, four from prow. Ornaments on ship two Ha, 
lion, one lis, lion, two lia. Rev. DOMINE NE ; IN 5 
FVRORE ; TVO ; ARGVAS ; ME. Lis over head of 
lion in second quarter. MB. 3. Same but HYB, no 
anntdet before Gra, 6C in centre of reverse placed diagonally, 
no lia in second quarter. PI. ii (9). MB. Cf. nobleSf 
Nos. 15-17. 

1300 tol3G9. Without the title of France, but generally 
with that of Aquitaine, All of these have threo ropes from 
the stem, two from the prow. 4. EDWARDVS i DEI ; 
G ; REX ANGL " D " H. Ornaments on ship lis, lion, 
lis, Uon, Us, lioD. Rev. DOMINE ; IN ; FVRORE ; TVO ; 
ARGVAS I M (omitting the important word NE). Annulet 
at each angle of central compartment, lis over head of lion 
in second quarter. MB. Major Thorbum has one reading 
EDWARD and HIB with ' between each word on obv. ; 
and ME on rev. Cf. nobles, Nos. 18, 19. 5. ED " 
DEI : GRA " REX ' ANGL " DNS " HIB " Z " AQ « 
Eev. DOMINE J IN ; FVRORE % TVO J ARGVTS ; MB. 
Otherwise as the last. MB. 6. Obv. from same die as the 
last. Rev. as last, but ARGVAS instead of arguta, one 
saltiro after each woi-d on rev. MB, 7. ' EDWARD J 
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DEI : G % EEX - ANGL ; D ; HYB ' Z ' AQT. 
Oroaments on, ship lion, two lie, lion, two lis. 'Rev. 
DOMINE J NE ; IN ; FVRORE ; TVO ; ABGVAS ; MB. 
Of. noble. No. 22. JlfB. 8. Same as the last, with ftimalet 
instead of saltire before Edward. MB. Cf. noble, No, 24. 
Major Stewart Tborbum baa two Bimilar ones with no mark 
before Edward, one of which has a small trefoil instead of 
" each side of Z. 

Cal&is. — These have d instead of 9 in the centre of the 
roverse. 9. Same aa 7, bnt with no mark before Edward. 
PI. ii. (12) MB. 10. Same aa the last, but with a flag at 
the stem. Rud. i. 5. MB. 

1369 to 1377. The nobles of this period have the titles 
both of France and Aqiiitoine, bat the latter does not appear 
npon any half nobles. We attribute, however, to this period 
those half nobles which, bcarinj^ the French title, differ 
from tho others which bear it by having a flag at the stem 
of the ship and three ropes from the stem and only ono 
from the prow, like the nobles of the same period. The flag 
appears upon no coins before the treaty of Bretigny in 1360. 

11. EDWARD "DI'GRA" REX "ANGL' Z" FRANC- 
IS. Ornaments on ship, lis, lion, lis, lion, lis. Rev. legend 
aa 7, with saltire after MB. Cf. noble. No. 30. (14) MB. 
12. Same aa last, omitting D, It is not clear whether 
tluB coin has S or d or even B in tho centre of the 



Calais. Same as No, 12, with no saltire after Franc or 
Me, and with C in tho centre of tho reverse. MB, 

QUARTER NOBLES, 1351-1360. These have for typo, 
obv. a shield with the arms of France and England quarterly 
within a double treasure of eight arches, a trefoil at the 
angle of each arch ; the whole within an inner circle. The 
of France always appears in the legend, bnt never 
that of Aquitaine. Rev. within a double tressure of eight 
arches is a cross having some ornament in the centre, 
tho e^itremities are foliated, and there is a lis opposite 



each of them, and a lion passant guardant in each angle. 
The whole within an inner circle. The following varieties 
occur: 1. EDWAR'R' ANGL''Z-FRANC"D''HT. Rev. 
EXALTABITVR " IN - GLORIA. Doubtful object in centre, 
two dots OTer upper limb of cross, MB. 2. Obv. as last, ^ 
but annulet instead of sultire between the words. Hei 
GAhLOEI for Gloria, pellet ? in centre, one annulet ovta 
upper limb of cross ; saltire between words. MB. 3. Same " 
as 2, but GhLORIA, annulet between words on both aides 
and after Ghloria, none over cross, pellet in centre of 
cross. MB. 4. EDWAR " D " G " REX " ANGL " Z " 
FRANC. Rev. EXALTABITVR " IN ' GhLORIA S Q in 
centre of cross, PI. ii. (10) MB. 5. Same as 4, bnt _ 
annulet after esaltabitur, no marks after the other words o 
rev. MB. 6. Obv. as 5. Rev. EXALTABITVR S XN S 
GLORIA " A ; g in centre of cross. MB. 7. EDWAR *. 
R-ANGL Z FRANC - D " HTBER. Rev. as 6. MBM 
8. EDWAR " D » G " REX " ANGL Z FRAE " D " HTB^ 
Rev. as 6, but AX instead of A, one annulet after exaltabitnr 
and in, two after Gloria. Rud. i, 9. MB. 9. Obv. legend 
as 1, but two saltires after R, none after D. Rev. 
EXATABITVR (sic) ' IN " GLORIA; in centre of 
cross. MB. 10. EDWR - B " ANGLIE " F ' DNVS " 
HV. Rev. EXALTABITVR " IN " GLORIA A . a i 
centre of cross. MB. 

13fiO to 1369. These quarter nobles are distingaishi 
from the previous ones by tho omission of the title of King 
of Franco. The title of Duke of Aquitaine, however, which 
was placed upon the larger coins of this period, does not 
appear on these, and tho French titlo does not seem to havffj 
been reintroduced upon them in 1369, bo that the quai 
nobles struck during tho observance of the treaty > 
Bretigny are not distinguishable by their legends fronj 
those struck after the breach of that treaty. Those whiobj 
we are now about to describe may, however, safely 1 
attributed to this period, on account of having annulets i\ 
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tlie angles of the cross on tbe rcvorse, a peculiarity wtich 
appears on nobles and half nobles of this date only. In 
other respects they resemble the previous quarter nobles in 
type, except that the ornaments la the centre of the cross 
on the reverse are different, and that they never have 
annaleta between the words of their legends. Neither Q 
nor Q ever occors in the centre of tho cross. 

11. EDWAB - DEI ; GRAO -^ REX ; ANGL " D. 
Aiinnlet instead of trefoil at the angle of each arch, trefoil 
in each spandril. Kev. ESALTABITVR i IN '. GLORIA ; 
Pellet within annulet in centre of cross, annulet in each 
angle, pellet in each spandril. PL ii. (13) MB. 12. Obv. 
as 11, omitting D, with onesaltire only between each word. 
Bud pellet instead of trefoil in each spandril. Rev. as 1 1, 
omitting the saltires after Gloria. Rud. i. 7. MB. 13. 
Obv, legend as II, trefoil at each angle, pellet in each 
apandril. Rev. as the last. MB. Major Thorburn has one 
with obv. as 12, but with trefoil at each angle, ERWAB, 
GRAj rev. as 11, but GLRIA J. 14. Obv. as 13, but 
trefoil instead of pellet in each spandril. Rev, legend as H, 
peUet within compartment in centre of cross, annulet in each 
angle, trefoil in each spandril, no saltires after Gloria. MB. 
15. EDWAR - DEI " GRA" RES " ANGL. TrefoQ at each 
augle, pellet in each spandril. Rev. EXALTBITVB ' IN ' 
GLORIA ' Pellet in centre of cross, in each angle, and in 
each spandril. 3IB. This coin much more closely resembles 
those that have than those that have not annulets in the 
angles of the cross, and ia therefore placed with them, but 
at the end of tho period. The legend ia blundered, as is 
the case on so many of the coins struck about the time 
when a change of type or legend was in progress at the mint. 
1369 to 1377. Legend hke the quarter nobles of tho 
last period, and type the same except that in the centre of 
■the cross on the reverse is a compartment having a trefoil 
I at each angle, like that on the coins previous to 1360; 
'■within tho compartment is some ornament. 



18. EDWARD ; DEI ; GRA ; REX ; ANGL. Trefoil 
at each angle, nothing in the spandrilB, cross within annulet 
over shield. Rev. EXALTABITVR ; IN i GLORIA, annulet 
in centre of cross, nothing in spandril9. MB. 17. Same 
as last with pellet or annulet before Edward. MB. 18. 
Obv. as 16, but cross over shield. Rev. as last, 
hnt open quatrofoil in centre of cross, (15) MB. 19. 
Legends as 16. Obv. trefoil at each angle, nothing in 
Bpandrila. Rev. quatrefoil in centre of cross, nothing in 
spandrils. Rnd. i. 8. MB. 20. Obv. as last, with annulet 
before Edward. Rev. as last, but Us in centre of cross. 
MB. 21. Obv. as 19. Rev. as 19, but lis in centre o£ 
cross ; one saltire only between each word. MB. On some 
of these last coins tho trefoils at the angles on the obverse 
look more like rosettes, 

London and Calais seem to have been the only places at 
which gold coins of the English type were struck during 
this reign, for though the king had a mint at York it does 
not appear to have issued gold coins, and tboso which were 
struck in Aquitaine were of an entirely different denomina- 
tion and type. The ecclesiastical mints, at which the 
smaller silver pieces were coined, were never allowed to 
strike gold. In 1346 the king made a treaty with tlio 
Flemings for the purpose of making a uniform gold cur- 
rency for the two countries, of having his own gold coins 
struck in Flanders, and of dividing between the two 
countries the pro6t8 which should arise from sncb a 
coinage; and he appointed William Stury and Gilbert de 
Wendlyngburgh to coin Pennies, Halfpennies, and Farthings 
(of gold) called Nobles, in Ghent, Bruges, and Ipre. It 
does not appear, however, that this coinage was ever 
actually carried out. 

Mint-marks, usually bo called, that is to say, peculiar 
marks placed at the beginning of the legend on one or both 
sides of the coin, for the purpose of distinguishing one 
coinage from another, werr not regularly used until the 
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reign of Edward IV. Bat Edward III and all sacceeding 
monarchs placed marks for this purpose on some part or 
other of the coins in order that the pieces for which one 
master of the mint or one moneyer was responsible might 
be known from those of another ; and if proper records of 
the proceedings of the mint could be found, we should no 
doubt be able to arrange the coins by means of these marks 
almost as accurately as if they had dates upon them. 

The following is a table of the principal of these marks 
on the money of Edward III, the crosses showing upon 
what coins in the British^ Museum the marks in question 
are now found : — 



Tabulab View. 


Flor. 


i Flor. 


\ Flor. 


IsT CoiKAGS, l^4Qf florins. 


+ 


+ 


+ 




Noble. 


1 Noble. 


t Noble. 


2ni> CoiKi.OB, 1344, nobles, Wt. 138^ grs. 














L in centre of reverse 


+ 




+ 

Eash- 

1*1 


€[ in centre of reverse . 












leigh. 


Sbb Coikagb, 1346, nobles, Wt. 128^ ff^s. 








6. in centre of reverse . 


+ 




+ 


„ „ lis in second quarter. 








two dots over upper limb of cross 




+ 




4th Coinagb, 1351, nobles, Wt, 120 grs. 




1 




1361-1360. Title of JSTtng of England 








and France, 








Two dots over upper limb of cross on rev. 


+ 


+ 


+ 


Lis in 2nd quarter, 2 annulets over upper 








limb of cross .... 


+ 






„ MlVf crown, annulets in rev. 








legend .... 


+ 






„ MM crown, annulets in legends 


+ 






„ annulets in legends 


+ 






„ 2 annulets over upper limb of 








cross, 3 lions and 2 lis on ship . 


+ 






„ 1 annulet over upper limb of 
cross, 3 lions ana 2 lis on ship 








4- 






Pellet in centre of rev., 1 annulet over 








upper limb of cross, annulets in obv. 








legend ..... 






+ 


Lb in 2nd quarter, annulets in obv. legend 


+ 


+ 
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Lis in 2nd quarter, annulets in legends, 3 

lions and 4 lis on ship 

„ „ ,, rev. legend, 

3 lions and 7 lis on ship 
Lis in 2nd quarter, annulets in legends, 

3 lions and 7 lis on ship 
Pellet in centre of rev. annulets in legends 
€[ in centre of rev., annulets in legends 
Lis in 3rd quarter, annulets in legends 

w 1st „ „ „ 

„ „ annulets in legends, 

3 lions and 8 lis on ship 

, „ ff f, obr. legend 

3 lions and 6 lis on ship 
„ 2nd „ „ legends, 

3 lions and 6 lis on ship 
Annulets in obv. legend 
€[ in centre of rer., no annulets 

1360-1369, title of King ofFrcmce omitted. 
That of Duke cfAquitaine is generally 
used on the nobles and half nobles. 

Lis in 2nd quarter, annulet at each angle 
of centre compartment on rer. 

Pellet within annulet in centre of cross 
on rev., annulet at angle of each arch 
on oby. and in each angle of cross 
on rev. . • . • 

Pellet within annulet in centre of cross 
on rev., annulet in each angle 

Pellet within compartment in centre of 
cross on rev., annulet in each angle . 

Pellet in centre of cross on rev. and in 
each an^le .... 

No lis in field, trefoils at angles 

Same, with annulet before Edward 

Calais. — No peculiar marks 
flag at stem of ship 
„ quatrefoil before Edward 

1369 to 1377, titles of King of France and 
Duke of Aquitaine both used on nobles. 
Flag at stem of ship on half nobles. 

Annulet in centre of rev., cross within 

annulet over shield on obv. . 
Same as last with annulet before Edward 
Annulet before Edward 
Q and pellet in centre of rev., two dots 

over lis on top and bottom limbs of 

cross, flag at stem of ship 
Flag at stem of ship 
Q and pellet in centre of rev. 
€[ and cross in centre of rev., annulet at 

spring of first arch 



Evans. 

+ 
Evans. 

+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 



+ 



+ 
Evans. 

+ 



i Noble. 



+ 
+ 



4- 
+ 



+ 

4- 

+ 
+ 



+ 
+ 

+ 



+ 



+ 
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Noble. 


h Noble. 


\ Noble. 


Q reversed in centre of rev. 


+ 






Open quatrefoil in centre of rev., cross 








over shield on obv. 






+ 


Qoatrefoil in centre of rev. 






+ 


las „ „ annulet before 








!Edward .... 






-f 


Lis in centre of rev. 






+ 


Calais.— Flag at stem of ship . 




+ 




No flag 


Evans. 







EicHAED II, 1377 TO 1399. 

The coins of Richard II resemble in all respects the last 
issued by his grandfather^ excepting that they have Bichard's 
name on the obverse^ and B instead of E in the centre of the 
reyerse. The noble continued to weigh 120 grs., and was 
current for 6* 8d, and the others in proportion ; but from 
several petitions presented to Parliament in this reign^ and 
from the examination of some witnesses upon this point before 
the House of Lords in 1381 and 1382^ it appears that the 
intrinsic value of the gold coins was higher than their 
nominal value. Great complaints were also made of the 
clipping of the coins^ both of gold and silver^ and of their 
exportation ; and accordingly a statute was passed in 1381 
forbidding their exportation except for the wages of the 
king's fortresses beyond the sea. The gold coins are not 
common. At Mr. Bergnes' sale, in 1873, two half nobles 
sold for £10. 10s and £15 respectively. 

NOBLES. Type exactly like Edward IIFs last nobles, 
with, like them, three ropes from the stern, one from the 
prow. 1. Obv. from a die of Edward III, EDWABD ^ DI ^ 
GEA '^ BEX ^ ANGL "^ Z ^ FBANC ^ DNS ^ HIB ^ Z ^ AQ 
Annulet ? before Edward. No flag. Ornaments on ship's 
side, lis, lion, lis, lion, lis, lion, lis. Bev. IHC J AVTEM J 
TBANSIENS J FEB J MEDIVM J ILLOEVM ; IBAT ; 
E (for Bichard) in centre of cross. MB. 2. BICABD i J) ^ 
G i BEX ; ANGL ^ Z J FBANC ^ D i HIB >^ Z '^ AQ Flag 
at stem, ornaments on ship as No. 1 . Bev. from a die of 
Edward III, with Q in the centre. Legend as the last but 

3 * 
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ILLOEV. MB. Mr. Evans has one with obv. as 2, rev. as 
1 but ILLOEV ^ IBAT. 3. Obv. same, but omitting A in 
Eicard , and having no flag at stern. Eev. as 1 , but MEDIV J 
ILLOEV X no saltires after Ibat. MB. This coin, and 
Nos. 4, 7, and 11, were found in the cloisters of Westminster 
Abbey. Captain Stewart Thorbum has a similar one with 
only one cross after Eicard and Z, and reading TEANSIES. 
4. EICAED '^ DI ;; G ;; EEX J ANGL '^ Z J FEANC ^ D J 
HIB ^Z^ AQ. No flag ; ornaments on ship as 1. Eev. as 1, 
but MEDIV J, no saltires after Ibat. MB. 5. EICAED "" 
DEI i GEA "^ EEX i ANGL ^ DNS "^ HIB ^ Z ^ AQT. Flag 
at stern, ornaments as 1. Eev. as the last. MB. See Eud. 
i. 1 0, which reads DI. 6. Same as the last, but without 
the flag ; two saltires after Eicard. Eev. legend IHC ^ 
AVTEM J TBANSIENS ;; PEE J MEDIV ^ ILLOEV "^ 
IBAT. (16) MB. 7. Obv. as 5, but omitting Z and the last 
lis on the ship's side, and reading AQ. No flag. Eev. as last 
but laC ;. MB. 8. EICAED ^ DI ^ GEA ^ EEX ^ ANGL >^ 
Z ^ FEANC ^ DNS ^ HIB ^ Z ^ AQ. No flag ; ornaments 
on ship as 1, lis on the rudder. Eev. as 1, but MEDIV ^ ; no 
saltires after Transiens or Ibat. MB. 9. EICAED '^ DI ^ 
GEA ^ EEX "^ ANGL ^ Z ^ FEANC ^ DNS ^ HIB Z AQ. 
Flag at stem, ornaments on ship as 1, pellet above the shield. 
Eev. as 1, but only one saltire after Ihc, none after Ibat. MB. 
1 0. Same, but D instead of Dns, and AQT (?) ; ornaments 
on ship lion, lis, lion, lis, lion ; MEDIV JJ instead of Medium. 
MB. 11. Obv. as 9 but AQT; ornaments on ship as 10, 
small dot at comer of shield instead of pellet above it. 
Eev. as 7. MB. 12. Eud. ii. 4 gives an obverse like this 
without the dot at the comer of the shield, and with no 
flag, but with an escallop shell on the rudder. 13. Obv. as 
11 without the dot. Eev. IHC ;; AVTEM J TBANSIENS i 
PEE i MEDIV ^ ILLOEVM i IBAT. MB. 

HALF NOBLES. Type like the previous ones. The 
ornaments on the ship seem always to be three lions, with a 
lis between each, as on the last nobles, except No. 3, which 
has none. 1 . EICARD '^ D !J G ^ EEX "^ ANGL ^ Z '^ FRANC ^ 
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B'h. Flagat8tern. Rev.DOMINE: NEjINj FVEOBB J 
TVO ; AEGVAS ; MB. Q in centre, from & reverse die of 
Edward IIL Cf. noble. No. 2. MB. Rud. ii. 5 gives an 
obverse similar to this but reading DI " GRA ' BEX ' ANGL " 
Z FRANC " D ; HTB. 2. Obv. as 1, bnt with 
following h, a saltire in the field near tho rudder, two after 
Rex, one between the other words. Rev. as 1, but R 
Btamped over Q in the centre. MB. 3. RICARD' DI " 
GRA ■ RES " ANGL * Z ■ FR " D : h ; Z " Noflag,andno 
lion or lis on side of ship. Rev. as No. 1, except that in 
tbe die an R eeems to have been cut upside down over the 
e. (17) MB. 4. RICAED''DI'G"REX''ANGL-Z'<P" 
DNS HIB A. No flag. Rev. as 1, but R in centre, aaltire 
after Me. MB. 5. RICARD ; D : G ; RES J ANGL ; Z ; 
P;D;EIB;Z; AQ. Noilag. Rev.asl, but R in centre. 
MB. 6. RICARD ' DEI " GRA ' RES ; ANGL " DNS " 
HIB Z AQ. No flag. Rev. as last. Rud. i. 11. MB. 
7. Same, but D, AQT. TEORBURN. 

QUARTER NOBLES. Like the last ones of Edward III. 
1. BICARD " DEI ; GRA ; RES :; ANGL. Trefoil at each 
angle, nothing in apandrila. Rev. ESALTABITVB ; IN J 
rGLORIA. Lis in centre of cross, nothing in spaodrils. 
Except the king's name, this is almost identical with tho 
last of Edward Ill's quarter nobles. (18) UB. 2. Same, 
but DI :, ANG ; MB. or ANGL, dot before and two 
after rev. legend. EVANS. 3. RICARD; DJ GRA; 
BEX ; ANGL : Z ; F. Small cross or quatrefoil above 
shield on obv,, a single saltire between words on rev. 
Otherwise as 1. EVANS. 4. BICARD" D "GRA ' REX" 
ANGLIE ; obv. as last. Rev. ESALTABITVB ' LN " 
GLORIA. Pellet in centre. MB. 5. RICARD DI G " 
BEX : ANGL Z FRAC. Trefoil at each angle, nothing in 
spandrils; trefoil, or three annulets united, above shield. Rev. 
ESALTABITVR ; IN i GLORIA. Pellet in centre of rev. 
This is in the collection of Mr. H. Montagu, 34, Queen's 
Gardens. 6, As 1, but escallop over shield on obv., pellet 
in centre of rev., two saltires after every woi-d. MB. 



38 



7. Same as 2, but pellet in centre of reverse. MB. 

8. RICAED'^DI'^GEA^EBX'^ANGL^Z'^P. Tref oU at 
each angle and in each spandril. Bev. as 1^ bat pellet in 
the centre. MB. 9. Same as 1, but legends RICAB-D J 
DI J GRA ; REX i ANG "^ Rev. EXALTABITVR ^ IN i 
GLORIA. Two pellets in centre of reverse. THOBBUBN. 
10. Same as 1, but two saltires after Ricard, R in centre. MB. 

Richard II does not appear to have used any mint except 

that in the Tower. 

Tabular View. 



Obverse from die of Edward III 
Reverse from die of Edward m, flag 
at stem 

»> . ». flag 

at stem, saltire in field near rudder 

M >f ^ no 

flag, no lions or lis on ship 
No flag nor special marks 
Fla^, no special marks . 
Lis m centre of cross on rev. 
No flag, last hs on ship's side omitted 

„ lis on rudder . 
Flag, pellet above shield 
Lis in centre of rev., cross or quatrefoil 

above shield . 
Pellet in centre of rev., cross or qnatre 

foil above shield 
Pellet in centre of rev., trefoil above 

shield .... 
Flag, dot at comer of shield 
Pellet in centro of rev., escallop above 

shield .... 
No flag, escallop on rudder 
Pellet in centre of rev., no special 

marks . . . . . 

„ „ „ trofoils in 

spandrils , 

Two pellets in centro of rev. 
R in centro of rov. 



Noble. 



+ 



+ 
+ 

+ 
+ 

4- 



I Noble. 



+ 



I Noble. 



+ 



End. 



Evans 

+ 
Montagu 



Thorbnm 

+ 



Henry IV, 1399 to 1413. 
Henry IV's coinage, nntil the year 1412, when the weight 
was reduced, was continaed on the same principles as that 
of his predecessors, the noble remaining of the weight of 
120 grs., and of the current value of 65 8cZ, and the fineness 
being, as before, 23 carats 3^ grs. pure gold to i gr. alloy. 
The type also continued exactly the same. 
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NOBLES. 1399-U12. Type as before; oby., the kiug 
in armonr, crowned, holding in his right band a sword, in 
iiiB left a shield bearing the arma of France and England 
quarter!/, standing in a ship ornamented on the side with 
lions and lis. The number of lis in the French arms varies. 
Rev. within a compartment of double moulding of eight 
arches, having a trefoil in each spandril, is a cross potent 
upon a beaded cross voided, with corniced and foliated 
ends. In the centre of the cross is h for Henry within a 
compartment of four arches and fonr angles, with a trefoil at 
each angle ; opposite each extremity is a lis, and in each angle 
is a hon passant gaardant with a crown above it. The known 
varieties are, 1. HENRIC DI GRA REX ANGL Z FRANC 
DNS HI Z AQ. No flag, French arms seme de lyg, three 
ropes from stern, one from prow, as on Richard ll's coins, 
ornaments on ship, lis, lion, lis, lion. Us, Hon. Rev. IHC 
AVTEM TRANSIBNS PER MEDIV ILLORVM IBAT. 

Rud. Suppl. vi, 20. Wt. UOigrs. 2. HENRIC 

ANGL " Z : FRANC " D " HIB " Z AQE. Flag at stem, 
French arms seme dc lys, throe ropes from stern, one from 
prow, ornaments on ebip, lion, lis, lion, lis, lion, lis. Bev. as 
1, with saltire between each word. Rud. i. 13. The weight 
of this coin is given as only 105 grs., but it has evidently 
suffered so much from clipping that it must originally have 
belonged to the heavy coinage. 3. Obv. legend as 1, flag at 
stem, three lis only in French arms, ropes and ornaments 
as 2. Rev. as 1, two saltires between the words. EVANS. 
Wt. only 103i grs., but considerably clipped. 4. HENRIC 
DI " GRA ' REX ; ANGL '^Z" FRANC ^ DNS "HIB Z AQ. 
No flag. Three lis only in the French arms, four ropes 
from stem, one from prow, ornaments on ship, lis, lion, lis, 
lion, lis, Hon, lis. Rev. as 1, with two saltires between each 
word. MB. Wt. llS-Sgrs. Seo Rud. ii. 6. This coin 
was purchased in 1848 from the Pembroke collection for £21. 
5. HENRIC ■" DI ; GRA J REX ; ANGL ; Z ' FRANC " 
DNS " HIB " Z ; AQI ^ No flag, three lis only in the French 
arms, ropes and ornaments aa 2. Rev. IHC ' AVTEM ; 
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TRANSIENS : PER ; MEDIVM ; ILLORVM ; IBAT. 
Cross in second quarter above the lion's tail. (19) EVANS. 
Wt-nSigrs. 6. HENRIC'DI'-GRA-REX'ANGL'Z- 
FEANC ' DNS ' HYB. Trefoil or quatrefoil after Hyb, 
trefoil? at king's wrist, trefoil at prow; three lis only in the 
French arms; three ropes from stem, two from prow, 
ornaments on side of ship, lion, two lis, lion, two lis; 
annulet below them ; annulet F between the king's arm and 
his sword. Rev. IHC " AVTEM ; TRANSIENS i PER ; 
MEDTV ' ILLOEV ' IBAT. Trefoil or quatrefoil over head 
of Hon in second quarter. Eud.iii. 3. Wt. llSgrs. Very rare. 

HALF-NOBLES. 1399 to 1412. We know of no 
Bpecimens. In Henfrey'a "Guido to English Coins," the 
legends are given as Henric Di Gra Rex Angl z Franc. 
Bev. Domine ne in fnrore tno arguaa me. Gold half nobles 
seem to be intimately connected with silver half groats, 
frequently having the same mint-marks, &c. ; and of heavy 
half groats of Henry IV only one or two specimens are known. 

QUARTER NOBLES. 1399 to 1412. Type as before. 

HENRIC ANGL Z FEAN. French arms seme 

<?« lyx. Crescent over shield. Rbt. EXALTABITVE IN 
GLORIA. Pellet in centre of cToas. {20) EVANS. Weight 
80 grs. Ext. rare. 

Throughont this reign constant complaints were made in 
Parliament of the want of gold and silver money, and 
various enactments were passed to prevent its exportation ; 
and at last in the 13th year of the king, 1411, " because of 
the great scarcity of money at this time within the realm of 
England, and because of other mischiefs and causes mani- 
fest," the weight of all the coins was reduced, bo that a 
pound of gold. Tower weight, which had previously been 
made into 45 nobles, was now to be made into 50, thus 
bringing; down the weight of the noble to 108 grains. Its 
nominal value was still 6s 8d, and the fineness was the same 
a£ before. This statute camo into operation at Easter, 1412, 
and as the king died on the 20th of March, 1412-13, the 
coins struck by virtue of it in his reign must all hare been 
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strook in rather less tlian a year, and they are accordingly 
rare. The great rarity of the earlier coins is easily accounted 
for, as they were scarce before the statute, and would 
naturally be melted down as soon as the weight was reduced. 

A little before this reduction of weight, the number of 
lis in the French arms, which had hitherto been indefinite, 
was reduced to three by Charles VI ; but the old form con- 
tinued to be used on the quarter nobles of Henry IV till 
the end of his reign, and any light nobles or half noblea 
having the French arms seme d& lys would necesanrily be 
attributed to this second coinage ; but we do not know of 
the existence of any of these. The new form was used by 
Henry V, when Prince of Wales, as early as the sixth year of 
his father, and seems to have been adopted upon the heavy 
Qobles at about the same date. It is necessary, therefore, 
to loot for some other meana than the form of the French 
artns to dietiuguish the last coinage of Henry IV from that 
of hiB son, and a comparison of the gold with the silver 
coinfi of this period leads us to beheve that all or almost all 
of the nobles and half nobles, as well as of the groats and 
half groats, struck in the last year of Henry IV, were 
marked in some part or other with a trefoil, as is the last 
described of his heavy nobles. The trefoil occurs also on a 
few coins which we attribute to the beginning of Henry V'a 
reign, but in that case it seems to be always connected with 
a pierced cross at the beginning of the legend, which is a 
distinguishing mark of the silver coins of Henry V. These 
trefoil- marked coins are certainly the earheat we possess of 
the light coins of the three Henries, and it is very unlikely 
that no specimens of the coinage of 1412 should have come 
down to us. According to this rule, the following coins 
belong to Henry IV. 

NOBLES, 1412. Type as before. There are only throo 
lis in the French arms, and there is no flag at the stem of 
the ship. 1. HENRIC ; DI ; GRA " REX - ANGL " Z - 
PRANG " DNS : HIB " Z A. Three ropes from stem, one 
from prow. Ornaments on ship lis, lion, two lis, lion, iis. 



Slipped trefoil below them on the side of the ship. Hew.' 
IHC ; AVTEM ; TRANSIENS ; PER J MEDIVM % 
ILLOBV IBAT. Trefoil at head of lion in third quarter. 
(21) JlfB. Wt. 106 gra. 2. Same but FRAC, AQ, 
ILLORVM, annalet as well as trefoil on side of ship, trefoil 
in second instead of third quarter o£ rev., saltire between 
each word on obv., two on rev. EVAN'S. Wt. 108 gra. 

HALF NOBLES, 1412. Type aa the nobles. 1. HEN- 
RIC ■< DI " G " REX ' ANGL " Z " FRAC - D " H " AQ. 
Two ropes from stem, one from prow. Ornaments on ship, 
lion, lis, lion, lis, lion ; annulet and trefoil below them. Rev. 
DOMINB ; NE : IN ; FVRORE ; TVO ; ARGVAS ; MB. 
Trefoil at head of lion in first qoarter. EVANS. 2. Same, 
bnt trefoil in second quarter instead of first, EVANS, 
3. Same, but trefoil in fourth quarter, two saltires after 
Me. (22) EVANS. Weight o£ all three about 63 grs. 

QUARTER NOBLES, 1412. These are not all marked, 
like the nobles and half nobles, with a trefoil in the field, 
but nearly all of them have more than three lis in the French 
arms, and are distingnishable by this means from the coins 
of Henry V and VI. Typo like the first issue, viz. ObT.i 
a shield with the arms of France and England quarterly 
within a double treasure of eight arches, having a trefoil at 
each angle; the whole within an inner circle. MM cross 
patee. Rev. withiu a double treasure of eight arches is a 
cross having an annulet or lis in the centre, the extremitiea 
are foliated, and there is a lis opposite each of them, and 
a Hon passant guardant in each angle. The whole within 
an inner circle. MM cross patee. 1. HENRICVS J DI 
GRA ; ANGL ; Z FRAN. Crescent? above shield. 
French arms seme Jb lys. Rev. ESALTABITVR ; IN £ 
GLORIA. Annulet in the centre of the cross. Rud. i, 14. 
Wt. 25i grs. 2. HENRICVS " D i GRA ; REX ; ANGL. 
French arms semJ (h> lys. Rev. as last but a lis in centre 
of cross, aaltire after Gloria. MB. Wt. ISS grs. 3. HEN. 
RIC DEI GRA REX ANGL. Four lis in first quai 
of shield, three in fourth quarter. Trefoil ai^er Henri( 
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other stops doubtful. Bev. as 2, but stops doubtful^ 
h after Gloria. MONTAGU. Wt. 23i grs. 4. HEN- 
EIC i DEI ; GEA J EEX J ANG. Lis above the shield, 
slipped trefoil with annulet below it on each side of the 
shield ; French arms seme de lys. Eev. EXALT ABIT VE 
IN GLOEIA, lis in centre of cross, stops between words 
doubtful. (23) MB. Wt. 208 grs. 5. HENEIC '^ DI ^ 
GEA "" EEX "" ANGL. Lis above the shield, sHpped trefoil 
with annulet below it on each side. Three lis only in the 
French arms. Eev. EXALTABITVE ^ IN ^ GLOEIA^ 
Ins in centre. MB. Wt. 20 grs. 

Henry lY appears to have struck coins in London only, 
and they are all rare. At Mr. Forster's sale, in 1868, a noble 
of the first coinage sold for £12, and one of the second 
coinage for £11. 

Tabular View. 





Noble. 


h Noble. 


i Noble. 


l8T COIKAOE, 1399-1412. 
French arms sem^ de lis, no flag 








Kud. 






„ „ flag at stem 


£ud. 






„ „ crescent above 








shield ..... 






Evans 


French arms three lis, flag at stem 


Evans 






„ „ no flag . 


+ 






„ „ cross in 2nd 








quarter .... 


Evans 






„ „ trefoil P after 








Hyb, at prow, at wrist, and in 2nd 








quarter, annulet on side of ship and 








between arm and sword 


Bad. 






2nd Coinaob, 1412. 








Trefoil on side of ship and in 3rd 








quarter .... 


+ 






TrefoU and annulet on side of ship. 








trefoil in 1st quarter . 




Evans 




„ 2nd quarter . 


Evans 


Evans 




„ 4th quarter . 




Evans 




French arms semS de lis, crescent above 








^ield, annulet in centre of rev. 






Bud. 


„ „ lis in centre of 








rev. • a • . . 






+ 


„ „ lis in centre of 








rev., trefoil in obv. legend 






Montagu 


„ „ lis in centre of 








rev. and above shield, trefoil and 








annulet on each side 






+ 


French arms three lis, otherwise as last 






+ 



Henry V, 1413 to 1422. 



The coins o£ Henry V reBemble those of his predecessor, 
and are of the weight established in 1412. The king's 
name is not distinguished by numerals on any of the coins 
of Henry IV, V, or VI, but the earlier coins of Henry IV 
may be known by their weight, and all his later ones have 
either a trefoil ornament in the field or more than three lia 
in the French arms. On Heniy V's coins there are never 
more than three lis in the French arms, and any which have 
a trefoil iu the field have also a pierced cross at the beginning 
of the legend on one side or the other, a mark which we 
believe never appears on coins of Henry IV, and very 
rarely on those of Henry VI before his restoration. Ou 
Henry V's coins no other mark than a cross ever appears 
at the beginning of the legend, nor is there anything bat 
Baltires between the words. The marks on the gold series 
correspond to a great extent with those on the silver, and 
this enables us to arrange the coins with much greater 
certainty than we could otherwise have attained. 

Several complaints were made in Parliament during thia 
reign of the clipping, 61ing, washing, and counterfeiting of 
the coins. In 1421 the gold coins are said to have been less 
scarce than the silver, so much so that silver money could | 
not be obtained in exchange for a noble even of full weight; | 
but the gold coins must have been in a very bad condition, 
for in this year the tax collectors, who generally received | 
money only by weight, were ordered to accept any nobis I 
which by its weight was of the intrinsic value of 5.^ 8d, in 
full payment of the sum of 6s 8d, which was its original 
value ; and by a statute of this same year all gold coins 
which were less than their lawful weight were ordered to be ■ 
brought to the Tower of London to he recoined. This was the I 
only place in England at which gold coins were struck ■ 
during this reign. In June, 1420, Henry married Catherine, i 
daughter of the King of France, and by the treaty made on I 
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this occasion he agreed to relinquish the title of King of 
France and adopt that of Heir of France instead, during the 
lifetime of Charles YI ; but this agreement does not seem 
to have been acted upon in England, as all his coins bear 
the title of King of France. 

NOBLES. Type as those of Henry IV. There is no 
flag at the stem of the ship. They all have a mullet in the 
field below the king's wrist, and a quatrefoil in the second 
quarter of the reverse, thus corresponding with the second 
dass of the groats and half groats of Henry V. 

1. HENRIC "^ DI ^ GRA ^ REX ^ ANGL ^ Z '^ FRANC "^ 
DNS ^ HYB. Quatrefoil after Hyb, trefoil at prow, three 
ropes from stem, two from prow, ornaments on side of ship 
lion, two lis, lion, two lis ; annulet below them and between 
the king's arm and his sword. Rev. THC "" AVTEM J 
TRANSIENS J PER ; MEDIV ^ ILLORV '^ IBAT MM 
cross pierced. See Num. Chron., N. S., v. p. 174, No. 1. 
Wt. 107 grs. This is almost identical with Rud. iii. 3, the 
weight of which, however, shows that it was struck before 
1412, whereas the pierced cross appropriates this coin to 
Henry V. 2. Obv. legend as last, but DNS x^ quatrefoil 
after Hyb, two ropes from stern, one from prow, ornaments 
on ship, lion, two lis, lion, two lis (?), annulet below them. 
Rev. legend and MM as last, trefoil in first quarter. MB. 
3. Same as 2, with broken annulet (?) between the king's 
arm and his sword. Ornaments on ship, lis, lion, lis, lion ; 
pellet instead of trefoil in first quarter. (24) MB. 4. Same 
as 1 without the quatrefoil after Hyb, the trefoil at prow, 
and the annulet between the king's arm and his sword; the 
annulet on the side of ship is broken. MB. 5. Same as 1, 
but without the trefoil at prow and the annulet between the 
arm and the sword ; slipped trefoil and broken ? annulet on 
side of ship, ornaments and ropes as 1. Rev. MM cross 
and pellet. MB. Wt. 106*3 grs. 6. Same as 1 but : after 
Z and Dns, no trefoil at prow, no annulets. Rev. MM 
plain cross and pellet. MB. 
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HALF NOBLES. Type like the nobles. They all 
ft mullet over the shield on obv. 1. HENRIC " DI ' GRA 
REX " ANGL " Z " FR ' D " HTB. Mullet over shield, 
three ropes from stern, two from prow. OrnameEts on ship, 
lion, two lis, lion, two lis ; broken annulet below them. Rev. 
DOMINE " NE ' IN - FVRORE ' TVO '. ARGVAS ; Ml 
MM plain cross, broken annulet in first quarter. (25) 
Wt. 52-8 grs. 2. Same, but H for Hyb, broken annulet 
Becond quarter instead of first. EVANS. 3. Ab 1, bat' 
reading F " DN ^ HY, two ropes from stem, one from prow, na 
annulet visible on side of ship, pellet in first quarter, annulet, 
not broken, in second ; no trefoils in spandrils on rev, MB. 
4. As the last, but reading D HT ", and omitting the last two 
lis. Eev. MM pierced cross, trefoib in spandrils. EVANS. 

QUARTER NOBLES. Type similar to the former ones, 
obv, a shield with the arms of France and England quarterly, 
those of France being three lis only, within a double 
tressure of eight arches, the whole within an inner circle. 
All of them have a lis above the shield. Rev. within a 
double treasure of eight arches is a cross having a lis in the 
centre within a compartment of four arches and four angles, 
the limbs are foliated, and there is a lis opposite each of 
them, and a lion passant guardant in each angle, Tha" 
whole within an inner circle. 

I. Legends transposed, EXALTABITVR i IN ; GLORIA 
being placed on the shield side of the coin. MM pierced 
cross, lis above shield, trefoil ? and annulet on each side, 
two annulets below; annulet at each angle o£ tressure. Rev. 
HENRIO REX ANG Z FRAN, MM pierced cross, one 
or two saltires between the words. EVANS. 2. HENRIC 
REX ■ ANGL ■ Z * FRANC. MM pierced cross, lis above 
shield, trefoil on one side, mullet on the other, annulet ab 
six angles of the tressure. Rev. EXCVLTABITVR J IN * 
GLORIA, MM pierced cross. (26) MB. 3. Exactly the. 
same, but only one saltire between words on rev. MB., 
4. HENRIC " REX " ANGL " Z - FRANC. MM pierced f j 
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cross^ lis above shield, broken annulet on one side^ mallet 

on tbe other, annulet at six angles of the tressure. Bev. 

EXALTABITVE J IN JJ GLORIA. MM cross pierced. 

MB. See Bud. i. 17, where the MM on both sides is a plain 

cross, and the stops on the obverse are represented as 

trefoils. 5. HBNBIC '^ BEX J ANGL Z'^FBACIE MM 

plain cross, lis above shield, broken annulet 7 at each side, 

annulet at each angle of the tressure. Bev. as the last, but 

only one saltire after each word, MM plain cross. MB. 

Wt. 20grB. 

Tabular View. 



MM pierced cross ; mnllet, trefoil, and 
annulet in field; annulet on ship; 
quatrefoil in legend and in 2ncl 
quarter .... 

„ „ mullet in field ; 

annulet on ship ; quatrefoil in legend 
and in 2nd quarter; trefoil in 1st 
quarter .... 

„ „ mullet and broken 

annulet in field ; annulet on ship ; 
quatrefoil in legend and in 2nd 
quarter ; pellet in Ist Quarter 
„ „ mullet in field; 

broken annulet on ship; quatrefoil 
in 2nd quarter 

MM plain cross and pellet ; mullet in 
fiela; trefoU and broken annulet on 
ship ; quatrefoil in legend and in 2nd 
quarter .... 

„ „ mullet in 

field, quatrefoU in legend and in 2nd 
quarter .... 

MM plain cross ; mullet in field ; broken 
annulet on ship and in Ist quarter 
„ „ , ff broken 

annulet on ship and in 2nd quarter . 
„ „ „ pellet in 

1st quarter, annulet in 2nd . 

MM pierced cross ; other marks as last 
„ „ lis above shield; 

trefoil and annulet each side, two 
annulets below . . . 

„ „ lis above shield, 

trefoil and mullet at sides 
„ „ lis above shield, 

broken annulet and mullet at sides . 

MM plain cross ; lis above shield ; 
broken annulet each side 



Noble. 


^ Noble. 


Nm.Chr. 
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+ 




+ 
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+ 
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Evans 
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Evans 



i Noble. 



Evans 
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HenetTT, 1422 TO 146T. 

Henry Vl'a coinage, until his deposition in 1461, was 

conducted on the same principles as that of liis father. The 
noble continued to weigh 108 grs., and to be of the nominal 
value of 6a 8d, and the type remained exactly the same, s 
that, as his name was not distinguished by numerals frotri 
that of his father, their coins can only be known apart by ' 
the various small marks wliich appear in the field or within 
the legend, and which were used by the mint for the 
express purpose of distinguishing the various coinages. 
Of these marks the most conspicuous on Henry Vl'a gold 
coins is a lis, which was used as a mint-mark at the 
beginning or end of the reverse legend on nearly all strack 
by him before his dL'poaition in 1461, whereas nothing but 
a cross was ever used in that place by hia father or grand- 
father. The coins struck during bis short restoration in 
1470 were of a different type, weight, and value, and will be 
described afterwards. 

Tie coins struck before the deposition may be divided 
into four classes, of wbich the distinguiahing marks are 
respectively, annulets, rosettes, pinecones, and trefoiL 
corresponding with the first four issues of silver coins. Baj 
of the first and third of these, very few coins seem to hafll 
been struck. 

NOBLES. None of these have any mint-mark at I 
beginning of the legend on the obverse, and they all hav< 
two ropes from the stern, one from the prow. 

0£ the first, or Annulet Coinage, no nobles are known. 

Cluga II. Rosette Coinage. 1. HENRIC DI GRA RE 
ANGL Z FRANC DNS HYB. Rosette after every wort 
Flag at atom. Ornaments on ship lis, lion, lis, Hon, lis.fl 
Hev. IHC " AVTEM J TRANSIENS ; PER ; MEDIT ' 
ILLORV " lEAT MM plain cross. Rud. ii. 10. 2. Ob?.l 
as last with lis below the king's wrist. Eev. IHC AVT 
TRANSIENS PER MEDIVM ILLORV IBAT. MM lis. 
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Hb oyer head of lion in eecond qnarter, mascle after Per, 
rosette between the other words. (27) MB. 3. As last, bnt 
no flag on obv., and rev. legend IHC AVT TRANCIENS 
PER MEDIVM ILLOVR IBAT. MB. A maade after 
certain words of the legend is a distinguishing mark of the 
second and third issucB of silver coins. 

Class III. Pine-cone coinage. 4. Obv. legend as 1, but 
EIB. No flag. Lis below king's wrist, mascle after Hex, 
rosette after every other word. Ornaments on ship as No. 1. 
Rev. IHC AVT TRNCIENS PER MEDIVM ILLORV 
IBAT. MM lis, lis in third qnarter, mascle after per, pine- 
cone after every other word. The h in the centre is upside 
down. NuvL. Chroii.., N. S., v. 175, No, 4. The weight of 
tbiacoinis said to be 111 grs., which is 3 grs. more than the 
proper fnU weight. The roaetteB and cones, the characteristics 
of the second and third coinages, both appear on this piece, 
5, Same as the last, butHTB, rosette instead of mascle after 
Rer. Rev. as last, but TRANCIENS, lis in second instead of 
third qnarter, h placed correctly. liVAl^S. 6. Obv. legend 
AS 1, but HIYB. Mascle after Rex, cone between the 
■other words except on each side of Z. Ornaments on 
Bhip as 1. Rev. IHC AVT TRANCIES PER MEDIVM 
ILLORVM IBAT. MM lis, lis in second quarter, mascle after 
per, cone between the other words. (28) EVANS. Num. 
Ohron., N. S., v. 175, No. 5. 7. Obv. legend as No. I, but 
HY. Pellet each side of the h in Henric, two after Henric, 
annulet after Di, Gra, Rex, and Franc, saltire each side of 
Zj lis between cone (?) and annulet under the shield. 
Ornaments on ship as 1. Rev. IHC " AVT " TRANSIENS 
PER MEDIVM ILLORV IBAT. MM lis, the h in the centre 
upside down. EVANS. Num. Chron.,'^. S.,v. 175, No. 6. 
The annulets on this piece connect it with the next coinage. 
Olcue IV. Trefoil co-inage. 8. Obv. legend as No, 1 , but 
'BAN, HY. Annulet at king's wrist, trefoil after every 
rord. Ornaments on ship, lis, Uon, lis, lion, lis. Rev. IHC 
.VT ' TRANSIENS " PER " MEDIVM " ILLOR • IBAT. 

1 



MM lis, trefoil after HiCj aimulet instead of trefoil in one 
spandril. MB. 9. Aa 8 but legend as 1, no trefoil after 
Hyb. Rev. as 8 but ILLORV, inuUet after ILc, trefoil in 
second quarter near lion's head. THOBBUEN. 10. Obv. 
legend as No, 1, annulet at king's wrist, lis after Henric, 
trefoil between the other words. Omamenta on ship, Hon, 
two bs, lion, one lis. Rev. IHC AVT " TRANSIENS ° 
PER " MEDIVM " ILLORV " IB AT. MM lis, mullet after 
The, annulet instead of trefoil in one spandril. MB. Rod. 
i. 15, where, however, a trefoil is represented in every 
spandril. 11. Same as the last, but reading HIB. MB. 12. 
Same as 10, bot with a flag in the stern of the ship, orna- 
ments as 8. Rod. ii. 7. MB, 13. Same as 10, but with 
a lis over the stern of the ship, ornaments as 8. MB. Rud, 
ii. 9, where, however, a trefoil is represented in every spandril. 

Calais. 14. Exactly like 12, but with C inclosing a 
pellet, instead of h, in the centre of the reverse. MB. 

HALF NOBLES. ITjese seem to belong to the rosette 
and trefoil coinages only ; but as the characteristics o£ 
both classes occasionally appear on the same coin, there 
was probably no great interval of time between the two, and 
rosettes may have continued to bo used on the smaller pieces 
after they had been discontinued on tho nobles. The 
smaller coins with rosettes, however, are not numerous, and 
accordingly in 1423 we find the Commons complaining to 
the king that " little or nothing of small coins was struck, 
but only nobles and groats, to the great harm of the people 
and the singular advantage of the master of the mint," who 
was paid according to tho weight of money coined, and to 
■whom it therefore answered better to coin large pieces than 
small ones, as the expense and trouble of coiuing would be 
greater in proportion to their weight for small than for 
large coins. The type of the half nobles remained exactly 
the same as before, and like the nobles. 

aioBs II. Rosette coinage. 1. HENRIC DI GRA REX 
ANGL Z FRANC. Lis at king's wrist, rosette after every 
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word. Bev. DOMIN NE IN FVROBE TTO ARGVAS 

ME, MM lis, rosette between each word. Rud. iiL 2. 
This is the only specimen we know of this class. 

Class IV. Trefoil coinage. 2. Obv. legend as No. 1, 
annulet at king's wrist, lis after Henric, trefoil after eveiy 
other word; ornaments on ship, lisj lion, lis, lion, lis. Rev. 
legend as No. 1, but DOMINE. MM lis, mullet after 
Domine, annulet between the other words, annulet instead 
of trefoil in one spandril. Bad. ii. 8. MB. 3. Same as 
the last, with a 6ag at the stern of the ship. Rnd i. 16. 
Same as No. 2, bat with a lis over the stern of the ship. 
(29) JIfB. 

Calais. 5, Exactly the same as No. 3, but with C 
instead of h in the centre of the reverse. MB. Another, 
said to have a star over the shield, was sold at Mr. Cuff's 
sale for £2. 3s. These four balf-uobles Nos. 2 to 5, corre- 
isponcl exactly with the nobles Nos. 10, 12, 13, and 14. 
, QUARTER NOBLES. TypeexactlylikethoseofHenryY. 

Olaiisl. Annulet coinage. 1. HENKIC DI" GBA^REX" 
ANGL. MM pierced cross, lis above shield, umllet after 
Henric. Rev. ESA.LTAEITVR IN " GLORLi. MM pierced 
cro88, mullet before IN. MB. The pierced cross mint- mark, 
and one or more annulets in the legends,are the distinguishing 
marks of the first silver coinage of Henry VI. The pierced 
cross was soon discontinued, and not revived for about forty 
years. This coin, which closely reaembles the other quarter 
nobles of the same reign, is extremely rare. Mr. Montagu 
liaa another specimen. 

Clfiga II. Roaette coinage. 2. Legends as the last, MM 
on both sides lis, lis above shield, rosette at each side of 
shield and between each word on both sides. (30) MB. 

Class HI. Pine-cone coinage. None known. 

Class lY. Trefoil coinage. 3. Same as 1, but MM on 
both sides lis, lisafterHenric, trefoil between the other words 
Rud. iii. 1. MB. 4. As the last, but reading 
ANGLI, and with a trefoil below the shield. (31) MB. 

4 * 



5. As 3, with lis at each 
trefoil after DI. MB. 




of shield, annulet instead of 



Coinage ( 



E RSSTOBATION, 3 OcT. 1470 TO 14 ApB. 1471. 



In the interval between 1461 and 1470, while Edward IV 
was on the throne, two changes had been made in the 
weight and value of the nobles, and a new coin, called from 
its device an angel, had been introduced. At the restora- 
tion these alterations were adopted, and an indenture was 
made on the 7th of March, 1470-71, with Sir Richard 
Tonstall, master of the mint, in the same terms as those of 
the fifth year of Edward IV. According to this the nobles 
were now to weigh 120 grains each, as they had done before 
the reduction of their weight in 1412, but they were to be 
current, not for 6« 8d as before, but for 10s, The angel 
was to be current for 6s 8d, and was to weigh 80 grains. 
Half and quarter nobles were also authorized, and angelets, 
or half angels. 

No nobles or half nobles of this coinage have yet been 
discovered. 

ANGELS. These have for typo, obv. the Archangel 
Michael, with a glory round his head, and expanded wings, 
trampling with hia left foot on the dragon, and piercing 
him through the mouth with a spear, the other end of 
which ends in a cross -crosslet which marks the termination 
of the legend. Rev. upon a ship, with two ropes to the 
mast from the stem, one from the prow, and concealing 
part of the side of the ship, is a shield bearing the arms of 
France and England quarterly, surmounted by a large 
broad cross, which conceals the lower part of the mast, at 
the top of which is the topcaatle, and, above that, a cross- 
crosalet ; h to left of cross, lis to right. This type is the 
same as that which had been introduced by Edward IV, 
except that h and a lis are substituted in the field of the 
reverse for E and a rose ; and the topcastle and cross- 
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crosslet take the place wbicli on Edward IV's earliest 
angels is occupied by the rays of the snn, his own pecaliar 
badge. The angels of Henry VII are distinguished from 
those of Henry VI by having h and a rose in the field, 
and also by their mint-marks. The Rs in the legends of 
Henry Vl's angela often look more like Ba. The legend 
is an abbreviation of Per crucem. tuam lalva nos Ghriate 
redemptor, 

1. HENRICVS DI GEA REX ANGL Z FRANCIB. 

Small trefoil before Henricus and after every word. Rev. 

PER CRVSE TVA SALVA NOS XPC REDE'T. MM 

pierced cross at beginning of legend, two small trefoils 

after Per, one after Noa. MB. 2. Legends as the last but 

FRANC, REDE'TOR. Trc-foO between words on both 

sides, MM on both sides, at end of legend, pierced cross. 

^^ JlfB. 3. Legends as the lust but CRVCSE. Trefoil 

^^B between words on both sides eiccept after Per, and one 

^^P before Henricus and between E and T in Rede'tor. MM 

^^ pierced cross at end of obverse legend. MB. 4. HENRIO 

DI GRA REX ANGL Z FRANC. Trefoil before Henric 

and after every word. Rot. as 2. MB. 5. Same aa the 

last, bnt no trefoil after Di, nor after Per, Tua, or Salva ; 

MM plain cross at beginning of legend on rev. Rnd. ii. 14. 

6. Obv. as 4. Rev. PER CRVSE TVA SALVA NS XPC 

EEDEMTOR. MM plain cross at beginning of legend, 

trefoil after Cmse and Ns. MB. 

Beistol. 7. Legends as 1 but DEI, FRANC. Small 
trefoil before Henricus and after every word on obv. except 
Bex, two after Franc. Rev. MM pierced cross before 
legend, two dots after Per, trefoil after Nos, trefoil at each 
side of shield, B, for Bristol, under the ship. (32) MB. 8. 
Obv. as last bnt legend HENRICV DI GRA REX ANGL 
Z FRANC DNS. Rev. PER CRVCE TVA SALVA 

I NOS XPC REDE TOR. No MM, trefoU after Cruco, Tua, 
Nob, and Rede, nothing at sides of shield, B under the ship. 
EVANS. Tho mint at Bristol, which had been disused (or 




ft long time, was re-established by Edward IV about the 
year 1465. See poet, p. 68. Very rare. 

ANGELET. Type as the angels. HERIO DEI GRA 
REX ANGL Z FR. Trefoil between words except after 
Dei. Rev. CRVX ATE SPES VNICA. Trefoil each 
side of the X in crux, and after ave, two after unica, three 
between the V and N in nnica. MM lis at end of legend. 
(33) Rnd. iii. 16. MB. Ext. rare. 

QUARTER NOBLE. We assign to this coinage the 
following quarter noble, because it has for MM a crown, a 
MM which is found upon no other coin, gold or silver, of 
any of the Henries, but which occurs on several coins, both 
of gold and silver, of Edward IV stmck after his fourth 
year, and probably about the time of Henry's short restora- 
tion. It also differs from the other quarter nobles of 
Henry VI by having a pellet instead of a lis in the centre 
of the reverse, and by having the French title in the obverse 
legend, which title also appears on several of the quarter 
nobles of Edward IV. Except in the particulars mentioned 
its type is the same as that of the previous quarter nobles 
of Henry VI, and different from those of Edward IV, but 
the reason of this ia obvious. Henry, upon his restoration, 
adopted the devices upon Edward's angels, in which there 
was nothing peculiarly appropriate to the Yorkist as distin- 
guished from the Lancastrian faction ; but the device which 
Edward had placed upon the reverse of his nobles and half 
and quarter nobles consisted of his own badge, the rose and 
sun united. It was impossible, therefore, for Henry to 
adopt this ; and if nobles were to be coined at all, as by 
the indenture with Sir R. Tonstall they were directed 
to be, it was necessary to recur to the old type; and the 
following coin proves that this was actually done. Obv. 
HENRIC ' DI ■ GRA ' REX ' ANGL " Z - FRA ' 
No MM. Rev. ; EXALTABITVR ; IN ', GLORIA ; 
MM crown. Pellet in centre of cross. (34) MB. Weight 
25 grs. The proper weight of a quarter noble at this time 



was 30 grains. Before the fifth year of Edward IV, the 
proper weight was 27 grs., but this coin seems to hare lost 
decidedly more than 2 grains by -wear. Ext. rare. 

Henry YI, like his predecessors, used no mint but those 
of London and Calais for his coins of the English type, 
except during his short restoration, when a few coins were, 
as we have seen, stmck at Bristol. Some of his earlier 
coins are common, bat those of the restoration are rery 
rare. At Capt. Marchison's sale, in 1864, a Bristol angel 
was sold for £10, and the angeleb for £30. lOs. 



Tabulab Vikw, 



1st CoiytAHE, vjilh aimnlfU. 
UU pierced in'oss, mullol and annulets 
in legends, lis above shield . 

2iiD CoiNiSfl, wish rosettes. 

MM plain cross, rosettes in obT. legend, 

flag at stem . - . ■ 

MM lis, rosettes in legends, lis at 

king's wrist and in 2iid quarter of 

rev., mascle after Per ; flag at steni ■ 

as last, without flag. Tlie 

mascle, and the lis in 2nd quarter, 

are also omitted on the ) noble 

„ rosettes in legends and at 
each side of aliield, lia above aliield . 

3bd Coinaoe, Kith pine cones. 

MM lis, lis at king's trrist and in 3rd 

quarter of rev., rosetlos and masrlB 

IB ob». legend, pine cones and mascle 

in rer. legend 

2nd 

8aart«r of rev., rosettes in obv. 
tgend, pine cones and mascle inrer. 

„ lis in 2Dd quarter, pine cones 
and mascles in legends 

„ cone, lifi, and nnnulet under 
shield on obv., pellets and annulets 
in obv. legend 




Nobla. i Noble. 1 Noble. 



Evans 



^^^^^^^r 


"VIH 
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linved. ^^^H 


4th CoiNAOB, mih tn^foiU. 


Noble. 


i Noble, 


lNoU<^H 








MM lis, trefoils in obv. legend, trefoil 








and anuuletB in rev. legend, annulet 








at wrist and in one spandril on rev. 


+ 






„ same but malletinateadoftrefoil 








in rer. legend, trefoil in 2nd qnarter. 
„ lis and trefoils in obv. legend, 


Thotbnm 












mnllot and annulets in rer. legend. 








(Thenoblea and half nobleB linve also 








an annulet at the king's wrist and in 






^^^H 


one spandril on rev., and the 1 nobles 








have a lis abore the shield) . 


+ 


+ 


+ ^^M 


Bsma as last, with flag at 








stern of ship .... 


+ 


Eud. 




same as last but one. with 








trefoU below shield on obT. . 






+ ^^H 


„ Bame as last but two, with 








lis OTer stem of ship on nobles and 
i nobles, and with lis at each side of 














shield, and annulet after D:, on i 








nobles 


+ 


+ 


-i- ^^M 


Calais, with C in centre of reverie. 








MM lis, lis and trefoils in obT. legend. 








mullet and annulets in rev. legend, 








annulet at king'a wrist and in one 








spandril on rev., flag at stem 


+ 


+ 


^^H 


Coinage of thb Ebstobation. 


Angel. 


i Angel 


iNoU^H 


MM pierced cross, trefoils in legends . 


+ 






MM plain cross, trefoils in legends 
MM liB, trefoils in legends 


+ 








+ 




MM crown, pcUet in centre of cross 






+ ^^M 


Bbistol, B under ihip. 






MM pierced cross, trefoUs in legends 
and at each side of shield . 








+ 






No MM, trefoihi in legends . 


Evans 




^^ 


Edwaed rV, 1461 


ro 1483. 


No indentnre with the master 


dE the mint during this 


reign has been preserved^ earlier 


than one with Williara 


Lord Hastinga, dated the I3th 


f August, 1464, in the 


king's fourth year, by which the w 


eight of the silver coins 


was reduced, and the gold coins. 


thongh their weight was 


to remain as before, were raised i 


1 nominal value, so that 


a noble, which had hitherto been 


current for 68 8d, was 


now to pass for 8s id. Silver w 


ains of Edward IV were 
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certainly etrnck before this depreciation of the currency, bnt 
whether gold ones were or were not, we have no meana of 
knowing. The two following nobles, however, were certainly 
strnck before 1465, when another alteration in the goM 
coins was made. They are of the same typo as those o£ 
the preceding kings. 1. EDWARD DI GRA " REX ANGL 
Z " FRANC " DNS. HYB. No MM. Pellet to left of 
kmg*a crown, lis under the shield, no flag or rndder 
to the ship, the ornaments on which are lis, lion, lis, 
Hon, Ua, as on moat of Henry VI's nobles. Rev. 
mo AVT TBANSIENS PER MEDIVM ILLORV " 
IBAT. MM lis. There is an E in the centre of the 
cross, but it appears to have been stamped over an h 
which has been placed upside down, as on Henry VI's 
nobles, Nos. 4 and 7. Wt. 107i grs. Num. Ohron. xvi. 38. 
EVANS. 2. Same aa the last bnt from a different die, 
pellet each side of crown. Wt. 107J grs. {35) Num. Chron. 
xii. 8. EVANS, These two noliles are the only specimens 
known of gold coins of Edward IV, struck before his fifth 
year, 1465. The first was found with one of Henry Vl'a latest 
nobles. No. 13. They areboth in the collection of Mr. J. Evans. 
In the king's fifth year, 1465, by another indenture with 
Lord Hastings, the gold coins were again altered, and it 
was ordered that 45 nobles only, instead of 50 as in the 
last two reigns, were to be made of a pound of gold. This 
brought back the weight of the noble to 120 grs., as it had 
been from 1351 to 1412, bnt its value was raised to ten 
BhilUngs. At the same time new coins impressed with 
angels were ordered to be made, 67i to be struck from a 
pound of gold, and each to be of the value of Gs 8d, that 
is to say, the new angel which weighed 80 grs, was to be 
of the same value aa the noble had been which weighed 
108 grs. The new nobles, to distinguish them from the 
old ones, were called rose nobles, from the rose which is 
stamped on both sides of them, op ryals, or royals, a name 
borrowed from the French, who had given it to a coin which 
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bore the figure o£ the king in his royal robes, which the 
English ryalsdid not. Notwithstanding its inappropriateneBS^ 
however, the name of ryal was given to these ten-shilling 
pieces, not only by the people but also in several statutes 
of the realm, and by that name, instead o£ noble, we shall 
designate them. The new six and eightpenny pieces were 
named, from their device, angels, and were sometimes called 
" noble angels," as being of the value of the former nobles. 
Half and quarter ryals were also coined, and angeleta, or m 
half angels. I 

RYALS, or ROSE NOBLES. Obv. the king standing in 
a ship, crowned, holding a sword in his right hand, a shield 
bearing the arms of France and England in his left. The 
ship has three ropes from the stem to the mast, one from J 
the prow, at the stem is a flag marked with the letter J 
and on the side of the ship is a rose, with a lion and lis on J 
each aide of it. Rev. withm a double tressure of eighll 
arches, having a trefoil in each spandril, is & cross, thev 
centre concealed by a rose npon a sun, the extremities c 
niced and ending in a lis between two cartouches ; a lion, J 
and a crown above him, in each quarter ; the whole within n 
an inner circle. The rose on the side of the ship, and the 
rose and sun on the reverse, are the badges of Edward IV, 
who is said to have adopted the sun in consequence of the 
appearance of three suns in the heavens immediately beforeJ 
his first battle, that of Mortimer's Cross in 1460, in whicbfl 
The white rose was the well-kDowna 
1. EDWARD DI GRA REX ANGL] 
Trefoil after every word and botwe^i 1 
I and B ; one after Ed, two after Di ; lis after Franc and 
IB. Rev. IHC AVT TRANSIENT PER MEDIVM 
ILLORVM IBAT. MM. Rose. Trefoil after Aut, Transiens, 
and lUorum, and between I and B in Ibat, two between I and J 
E in Transiens and after Medium. MB. This coin in thi 
British Moseum is counter-marked with a double croas^l 
sOFmonnted by a crown, being the arms of Dantzic, whidi 



he was successful. 
badge of his family. 
Z FRANC DNS IB. 



were doubtless stamped upon the coin in order to make ib 
current in that town. 2. Obv. as the lost. Kev. legend as 
last. MM BUn, trefoil after every word and between I and 
B in Ibat, two after Transiens and Medium, (36) MB. 3. 
Legends as 1, but HIB, HIBAT. MM son on both sides. 
Trefoil between all the words except after Franc and Per, 
two after Di, Transiens, Medium, and Dloram, one between 
I and B in Hib. MB. The difficulty of the aspirates was 
evidently felt 400 years ago. The maker of these coins found 
it necessary either to leave out the H in HibemiiB, or to add 
it to Ibat I i. Legendsasl, MM sun on both sides. Trefoil 
after every word except Franc and Ibat, two after Di, 
TransieDB, and Medium, one between I and B in IB, each 
side of the I in Transiens, and after the I in Illorum. MB. 
5. LegendsasI.butTRANNIENS. MM sun on both aides. 
Trefoil after every word except Per and Ibat, before Dna, and 
after I's in Ib and Ibat, quatrefoil also after Franc, two trefoils 
after Tranniens, Medium, and Illorum. MB. 6. Legends as 1, 
bat DEI, MM sun on rev. only. Trefoil after last sis words 
on obv., before Dns, and between I and B, two after B ; 
one after every word on rev. and between I and B in Ibat, 
two after Illorum and Ibat. MB. This coiu in the Museum 
IB coontermarked as No. 1. 7. Legends as 1, but ILLORV, 
MM sun on rev. only. Trefoil after every word except Per 
and Ibat, before Dna, and after Ed in Edward and tho 
I's in IB and Ibat, two after Di, Medium, and Illom. MB. 
8. Legends as 1, but FP^AN, ILLORV. MM crown on rev. 
only. Trefoil after Ed in Edward and after every word 
except Iho, one also before Dna. MB. 9. Same as last, with 
trefoil after Ihc. MB. This coin in the Museum is counter- 
marked with a shield on the breast of a double-headed eagle, 
being the arms of the towns of Groningen and Cambrai. 
10. Legends as 1, bnt TRANSIES, MM crown on rev. only. 
Nothing after Di, Dns, lb, or Illorum, two trefoils after Ibat, 
one after every other word, before Das, and between I and 
B in Ibat. The trefoils iu the spandrils are formed by three 




peTlots. MB. Rad. iii. 4, where however the trefoil* " 
are arranged differently. II. Legends as 1 but MEDVM. I 
MM cross fitcheo on rev. only. Trefoil after every word I 
except Edward and Ibat, one before Dns and after the I'a in | 
IB and Ibat, two after Ed id Edward. Trefoils in spandrila 
formed by three pellets. MB. This last 19 the only ryal 
which appears to have been struck after 1-170, the year of 
the restoration of Henry VI, when the crown MM was in use. 
After this, few coins except angels and half angels were issued. 

Bbibtol. With B under the ship. 1. Obv. legend as 
the first London ryal. Trefoil after every word except 
Gra, two after Di and lb, one before Dns, and between 
I and B in lb. Rev. IHC AVT TRANSIENS B MEDIVM 
ILLORVM IBAT. MM sun. Rose after Illomm, trefoU 
after every other word, and between I and B in Ibat, two J 
after Transiens. MB. 2. Obv, same as last. Rev. legend 
as last, but PER instead of B, MM sun, trefoil after every 
word, and between I and B in Ibat, two after Hlorum and 
Ibat. MB. 3. Obv. as the others. Rev. as last, but MM! 
crown, and no trefoils after Ibat. MB. See Bad. Snppl. I 
vi. 22, obv. only. 

Coventry. With C under the ship. EDWARD DI GRA 
REX ANGL Z FRNC DNS IB. Trefoil after every 
word except Rex, and between I and B in lb. Rev. IHO 
AVT TRANSENS B MEDIVM ILLORVM IBAT. MM 
sun. Rose after Illomm, trefoil after every other word and 
between I and B in Ibat, two after Ibat. Rud. iii. 5. MB. 
Norwich. With N under the ship. Obv. legend as 
the Coventry coin. Trefoil after Edward, Gra, Rex, Angl, 
and Z, before Dns, and between I and B in lb ; two after J 
Di, quatrefoil after Frnc. Rev. legend aa the first London I 
ryal, MM sun, trefoil between every word and between fl 
I and B in Ibat, two after Medium. JlfB, See Rud. Suppl,-1 
vi. 24, obv. only. 

York. With E (for Eboracum) under the ship, liegeru 
as first London ryal. MMs, on rev. only, sun and lis, witl 
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two trefoils between them. Trefoil after every word eicept 
Dd9 and Per, one before Dns, two after Medium, Illorum, 
and Ibat, and between I snd B in Ibat, trefoil and qaatre- 
foil after IB on obv. MB. 

ANGELS. The type of these has ah-eadybeen described 
by anticipation under the reign of Henry VI, who in his 
short restoration copied the current coins of Edward IV. 
On the earliest aDgels, however, Edward placed over the 
mast of the ship his own badge, the raya of the sou, and 
this seems to have continued till it was removed by 
Henry TI in liVO. In the field, on each side of the 
cross on the reverse, are a rose and a suu, both being 
emblems or badges of Edward and his family. 1. 
EDWARD " DI ; GRA ' REX ' ANGL " Z " FRANC ' 
DNS ■ I " B " Rev. PER CRVCEM TV AM SALVA NOS 
XPC BEDEMPTOR. No MM on either side, crown with 
rays descending from beneath it over the mast, sun to left, 
rose to right of cross ; trefoil after Per, Salva, and Nos, two 
after Crncem and Tuam. (37) Rud. iii. 13, rev. only. 
MB. 2. Same but CRVCE TVA, small rosette before 
rev. legend, raya as on the last but no crown above them, 
rose to left, large sun to right of cross, small trefoil above 
the ropes on each side. Trefoil between all tho words 
except after Z, Per, and Cruce, one between I and B in lb, 
and before D in Rederaptor, two after Di, Angl, and Nos ; 
two pellets after Per. See Rud. Sup. vi. 23. MB. 

These are the earliest angela, and were doubtless struck 
before 1470. The mint-mark then in use was a crown, as is 
proved by its adoption on the quarter noble struck in that 
year by Henry VI. Neither this nor any previous mint- 
mark appears on Edward IVs angels, but the annulet 
enclosing a pellet, which on the silver aeries immediately 
succeeded the crown, does. We conclude, therefore, that the 
angels with the sun's rays, and with no mint-mark, were the 
only ones issued before Henry Vl'a restoration. Afterwards, 
the regular aeries of mint-marks, the same as on the other 



coins, was adopted, and the bud's rnjs, which had besa 

removed by Henry VT, were not replaced. Instead of them, 
there is the topcastle on the top of the mast, sormonnted 
by a crosB-crosaletj which was introduced by Henry YI 
Bud E and a rose in the field ; except on the first coin now 
to be described, 

3. EDWARD DEI GRA REX ANGL Z FRANC. Rot. 
PER " CRVCEM ' TVA " SALVA " NOS " XPB 
BEDEMPT. MM annulet enclosing pellet on both aides, : 
crown or raya above the mast, but instead of them an object, 
possibly intended for a topcnstle. E to left, sue to right of 
cross. Trefoil after the first fonr and last words on obv. MB. 

The rest all have a topcastle above the mast, surmounted 
by a cross -crosalet, and E to the lefb, a rose to the right of 
the cross. 

4. EDWARD DEI GRA REX ANGL Z FRANC. Rev. 
PEE CRVSE TVA SALVA NOS XPC RBDEMTOR. MM 
annulet on obv, only. Trefoil between all the words except 
after Dei, Tua, and XPC. MB. 5. Same but EEDETO, 
trefoil between all the words except after Gra and XPC, one 
after Franc. MB. 6. As 4, but MM to left instead of 
right of the angel's head, trefoil before Edward and after 
first four words on obv., and after Cruse, Salva, Nos, and 
XPC on rev. MB. 7. As 4 but DI,EEDETOR. Trefoil 
after Di and last four words on obv., and after Cruse, 
Salva, and XPC, and between E and T in Redetor on rev. 
MB. 8, Legends as last. MM cross pierced on obv. only. 
Trefoil after every word on obv., no stops on rev. MB. 9. Obr. 
legend as 4. Rev. PER ' CRVCEM " TVA " SALVA " 
NOS ' XPC REDEMPT MM on each side a cross pierced. 
Saltire after Rex, Angl, and Z, three after Franc. 10. 
Legends as laat, MM on each side a cross pierced with a 
pellet in one angle, saltire after every word on obv., four 
after Franc, two after Crucem and Tua, one after Salva and 
Nos. MB. 11. Same but one saltire between each word 
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on each side & cross with a pellet in esch angle. Saltire 
after every word on obv, except Dei, two saltires, a trefoil, 
and another ealtire after Franc, No stops on rev. MB. 
Rnd. iii. 11, where the pellets in the obv. ITM are omitted. 
13. Legends as 9, but BEDEMP. MM on both sides 
heraldic cinqnefoil, Saltire after every word on obv. 
except Z, no stops on rev. MB. li. Same as the laet 
but REDEMT, two saltires after Franc and Crucem, one 
after Tua and Salva. MB, 15, Same but saltire only, on 
obv., after Edward, Gra, and Aagl, two after Dei. Kev. 
same as last. MB. 16. Same as last with no saltires 
after Dei, four after Franc. MB. 17. Legends as 9, MM 
as 13. Saltire after Edward, Dei, and Angl, two after 
Franc, one after each word on rev. except the first and 
last. (38) MB. 18. Same with saltiro after Edward, Rex, 
and Angl, two after Dei and Gra. MB. 19. Legends 
as 9, MM on both sides rose and snn united. Saltire after 
first four words on obv. and two after Franc, one after 
Crocem, Tua, Salva, and SPC. MB. A similar coin, 
having R instead of E in the field on the reverse and 
therefore struck for Richard III, will be found described 
under his reign. Coins with MM rose and sun are some- 
times attributed to Edward V, and therefore fetch high 
prices. Mr, Sheppard's was sold in 1861 for £10. 

BRISTOL. With B under ship. Legends as 4 but 
RBDETOR. MM annulet on obv. only. No stops on 
obv., but two trefoils after Franc ; trefoil after Cruse, 
Salva, No9, and XPG, two after Per. MB. We know of no 
provincial angels other than these, which are very rare. The 
Mnsenm epecimen was bought at Mr. Cuff's sale for £12. 

HALF-RYALS. Type same as the ryals. None of them 
appear to be later than 1470. 1. EDWARD DI GRA REX 
ANGL Z FRANC. MM sun, followed by two trefoils and a 
quatrefoil. Trefoil between every word, two between F and 
R in Franc. Rev. DOMINE NB IN FVRORE TVO 
ARGVAS ME. MM crown, trefoil after the first five words. 



STB, 2. Same bnt no MM on obv., nothing after Franc or 
between P and R, two trefoils after DOMING. MB. 3. Same 
as 1 but FRAN, no MM, nothing after Z or Fran, or between 
the F and B, no trefoil after Furore. MB. 4. Legends 
as 1, lis under the ship in the same place as the dis- 
tinguishing letter on the provincial coins; MM obv. rose, 
rev. crown, quatrefoil after the rose, trefoil after Edward, 
Gra, Rex, Angl, and Z, and after Domine, Ne, Furore 
and Tuo, two between the S, and A in Franc. (39) MB. 
jia on this coin looks as if it was intended to denote soi 
mint other than that of London. 

No coins are known to have been struck at Calais 
ihis reign; but the Statnte 3 Edward IV, c. 1, 
that any "plate or bullion of silver or gold" received 
by merchants in Calais in payment for wool sold there, 
shall be taken to be coined at the mint of Calais. Whether 
this enactment was ever carried out is doubtful. But 
though there are no coins in existence bearing the name 
of that mint, yet there are a few silver gi'oats which, with 
the name of London on the reverse, have on the obvei 
the marks generally used under Henry V and VI at th< 
Calais mint. These were struck before the reduction of the 
weight of the silver coins in the king's fourth year. The 
half-ryal with the lis under the ship cannot have been struck 
before the fifth year, and the crown mint-mark is probably 
three or four years later than this ; but as it is evident that 
in the king's third year there was an intention to strike 
coins at Calais, it is not unlikely that during the next yeas 
or two dies for this purpose were prepared at the Tower, 
and that some of them, not being required at Calais, w( 
used at the Tower for the obverses of the gold and sili 
coins in question. 

Bkistol. With B under the ship. 1. Legends as 
London No. 1, but ARGVS, trefoil after every word except 
Di, Gra, In, and Me, after Ed in Edward and before FranCj 
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^ a son Beparnted by two trefoils. MB. 2. Legends as London 
No. 1, trefoil after first three words on obv. and after 
Franc, lis each side of Z, trefoil after Ne, Tuo, and Arguas, 
two after Domine, quatrefoil and two trefoils after Me. 
MM crown on rev. only. Rud. iii. 7, obv. only, MB. 

CovBNTEY. C under ship. Legends as London No. 3 
but ARGVS. Trefoil between all the words except after 
In, and one also before Frau, two after Di, Rex, TuOj 
and Argnaa. MMa as Bristol No. 1. The trefoils in tho 
spandrila, all oscept three, are omitted. MB. 

NoEWicH. N nndcr ship. Legends as London No. 1, 
trefoil after Franc, Ne, and In, two after Domine, Tuo, 
and Me. MM rose on rev. only. MB. It is doubtful 
whether there are any stops between the words on the 
obverse of this coin, and it differs from other half-ryals in 
having no lis on the side of the ship. 

Toes. E under ship. Legends as London No. 1. 

1. Small cross after each word on obv., and before Frano, 

I two after Rex. Trefoil after each word on rev. except 

Ke and Me, two after Tuo. MMs rose and lis on rev. 

only. MB. 2, Trefoil between all the words on obv. and 

I before Franc, two after Di j one after Domine and Ne, 

two after Tuo and Argaas. After Me are two trefoils, 

a quatrefoil, and the MM, a lis. There are no trefoils in 

I the spandrila, MB. 3. Trefoil after every word on obv. 

I except Rex, one after E in Edward and before Franc j two 

I after Domine, one after In and Furore. MM sun on rev. 

I only. Rud. iii. 6. MB. 

ANGELETS. Type same as the later angels, and ns 

the angeleta of Henry VI. L EDWARD DI GRA REX. 

ANGL i Rev. ; CRVX AVE SPES VNICA. MM 

annulet on both sides, rose after Crux, trefoil after Ave, 

■ Spes, and Unica. MB. 2. A coin with the same obverse as 

I this, except that it has a small cross instead of a pellet after 

I Bex, has on the reverse the king's titles, EDWARD DI GRA 

I EES. ANGL. Z. FR, instead of any other legend, with no 

|HM, MB, 3. On another coin the legends are transposed, 
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80 that it has on the obv.j with the figure of St, Michael, 
the legend CRVX AVE SPES VNICA, with a pierced 
cross for MM., and on rev. EDWAllD DI GRA REX. 
ANGL. Z. FRA, with no MM. Trefoil after Crux, Ave, Spes, 
and Unica, and after the firat letter in Unica. (40) MB. 4. 
Legends as 1, MM obv. pierced cross, rev. pierced cross 
and pellet. Saltire after every word on obv., two before 
and after 0, Crux, and Spes, rose after Ave, aun after Unica. 
UB. 5. EDWARD "DEI GEA REX ^ ANGLE '^ Rev. 
legend as 1,"MM plain cross on a circle. Small cross after 
Spea, two before and after and Unica, rose after Ave, 
MB. 6. Legends as last but ANGL. MM plain cross on rev. 
only. No stops on obv., saltire after every word on rev., 
two each side of 0, Rud. iii, 12. 7, As 6 but MM cinque- 
foQ on both sides, rose after Crux and Spes, THOliBUBN. 
8. Legends as 1 but MM rose and sun united on both sides, 
Saltire after Edward and Di, and after Spes and Unica, two 
each side of 0. It is doubtful whether there are any marks 
on either side of Ave. MB, There arc no provincial half 
angels. 

QUARTER RYALS. 1. Within a double tressure of eight 
arches, having a trefoil at each angle, is a shield with the 
arms of France and England quarterly, a rose above it, the 
whole within an inner circle. EDWARD " DI ' GRA " 
REX " ANGL Z F. MM sun. Rev. Within a double 
treasure of eight arches is a cross, the centre concealed by 
a rose upon a sun, each limb ending in a ha between two 
cartouches, a hen passant guardant in each angle. EXAL- 
TABITVR IN GLORIA. Trefoil after Esalfcabitur and 
Gloria, two after In, MM ixjse. Rud, iii. 10, obv, only. JlfB. 

The type of all the rest ia, obv. within a ti'essure of 
fonr archea, having a trefoil in each spandril, is a shield 
bearing the arms of France and England quarterly, the 
whole within an inner circle. Rev. type as No, 1 . 
2. EDWARD DI GRA REX ANGL FE or ANGLIE 
(the last two letters arc doubtful). E above shield, lis below, 
Bun to left, rose to right, MM rose. Lis after Edward, 
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trefoU after Di, two after Gra. Rev. ESALTABITVR IN 
GLORIA CN. MM sun. Two trefoils after Esaltabitur, 
In, ajid Cn. (41) MB. It does not appear what Cn. 
stands for. 3. EDWARD DI GRA REX ANGL. 
Trefoil after Edward and Gra, two after Di and Rex ; 
MM san; otherwise as 2. Rev. ESALTABITVR IN 
GLORIA MM crown, trefoil between the words. MJ3. 
4, As the last, but two trefoils also after Gra, ESATA- 
BITVRj rose after each woi-d on rev. Rud. iii. 8, obv. only. 
MB. 5. Legends as 3; E above shield, lis below, rose to 
left, 3un to right; MM obv. crown, rev. rose and crown; 
trefoil after Edward Di and Rex and on each side of In. 
There ia no lis at the extremity of the right hand limb of 
the cross upon this coin. MB. 6. Obv. as 5; rev. legend 
same, bat lis before, rose after In, MM clipped off. THOR- 
BURN. 7. Same aB 5, but no trefoils in the spandrils or 
between words on obv., rev. MM crown only, two trefoils 
between each word, lis at each extremity of cross. MB. 
8. Same as the last, with Z after Angl, a small cross after Di, 
and a lis instead of trefoils after cnch word on rev. MB. 9. 
EDWARD DI GRA RE A. MM crown on obv. only, orna- 
ments round shield as 5, two or three dots instead of trefoil in 
eaoh spandril, rev. legend as 3, the word Gloria blundered, 
a star, apparently, before the R; no stops between the 
words, MB. This is a very radely executed coin. 10. 
EDWARD DI GRA REX ANGL Z. MM cross fitchee, 
trefoil after Z, ornfluienta round shield as 2. Rev. legend as 3, 
MM rose and cross fitchee, trefoil between eac!i word. MB. 
II. Legends as last, MM obv. plain cross (perhaps intended 
for croaa fitchee), rev. rose, E above shield, nothing below, 
rose to loft, sun to right, trefoil (?) after each word. Rud. 
12. EDWARD DI GRA REX ANGL Z PR. MM lis, 
trefoil after first three words, ornaments round shield as 5. 
i Rev. legend as 3, MM lis? trefoil before each word, saltire 
I after Gloria, MB. The lis does not appear as a MM on 
I any silver coins of Edward IV except those struck at York, 
I of which mint it is a common mark ; and as all the other 
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^^r MMa on the London gold coins occttr also on the sQver 
^H ones of the same place, and as we have no qaarter ryals 
^H marked with an E like the ryals and half-ryals to denote 
^H that they were struck at York, it is possible that this coin 
^^M may be from that mint. 

^1 Edward IV was the first English king who struck gold 
^H coins at any place in England, except London. His 
^H provincial mints, which were at Bristol, Coventry, Norwich, 
^^H and York, were probably established in or aboat the year 
^^1 1465, to assist in the great recoinagc then taking place, 
^^1 and those at Bristol and York were made use of by Henry 
^H YI in 1470; but they seem to have been discontinued 
^H after a short time, as none of the later mint-marts appear 
^H on the provincial coins ; and their coinage of gold seems to 
^^M have been almost conhnedto ryals and half-ryals. No coins 
^H are known to have been struck at Calais during this reign, 
^H though it was at one time intended to do so, and somo dies 
^H appear to have been made for tho purpose. See ante, p. 64. 
^H From a comparison of the numerous silver coins of 
^H this reign, it appears that the mint-marks followed each 
^H other in the order in which they are hero arranged. The 
^H approximate date of each coin may be thus ascertained, ^^H 

^H Tabulae View. ^^^ 


^^1 l8T CoiViOS. 

^^M MM lis, lb under shield on 
^H obv., pellet to left of crown , 
^H pellet 
^^M each side of crown . 


Nobles 
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Evans 
Evans 
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^^M 2kd CoiNiaB, 1465. 
^H MM rose. Lis after Fraac and 
^^1 lb, trefoiU in legends 
^H MM sun. Aa the laat . 
^H MM sun, rer. Toee. Treasoro 
^^M of 8 arches on obv., roso 
^^B above shield, trefoils ia tev, 
^^H legend 
^H MM rose. rev. sun. E above 
^H nUicl!], lis below, sun to left, 
^^M roso to ri^ht. Lis aft«r 
^H Edward, trefoils in legends. 


Eyals 

+ 
+ 


Angels 


JEyak 


iAngcls 


J 
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Tabular View — continued. 



MM sun. Trefoils in the 
legends 

„ „ quatrefoil 

after Franc . 
MM sun, rey. crown. Trefoils 
in the legends, two trefoils 
and a quatrefoil after obr. 
MM. 

„ „ Trefoils in 

the legends, E above shield, 

lis below, sun to left, rose to 

right* » . • 

,, • As the last, but 

rose after each word on rer. 

MM crown, rev. rose and 

crown. Trefoils in the 

legends, E above shield, lis 

bdow, rose to left, sun to 

right . • . • 

Mm crown. Trefoils In the 

legends . . . 

Mm crown. E above shield, 

lis below, rose to left, sun 

to right. Trefoils in obv. 

legend, lis and rose in rev. . 

„ As last, but trefoils in 

rev. legend, none in obv. 

„ As last, but no trefoils* 

lis after each word on rev. . 

„ As last, but no trefoils 

or lis on rev., star P in rev. 

legend 

No MM. Trefoils in legends 

„ Trefoils in rev. legend, 

snn to left, rose to right of 

cross . • • • 

„ Trefoils in legends and 

in field on obv., rose to left, 

son to right of cross 

MM annidet enclosing pellet. 

Trefoils in obv. legend, E to 

left, sun to right of cross . 

MM annulet. Trefoils in 

legends 

„ Trefoils in rev. 

legend, rose after Crux 

„ King's titles on 

hoik sides 
yv cross fitchee. Trefoils in 
legends 

Eev.rose 




9» 



>» 



iEyals 



+ 
+ 



+ 

+ 



Thorb. 

+ 

+ 



+ 

+ 
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Tabulae View — conUmied. 



and cross fitchee. Trefoils in 

legends. E above shield, lis 

below, sun to left, rose to 

right . • • • 

MM cross, rev. rose. Trefoils in 

legends, E above shield, rose 

to left, son to right. . 
MM cross pierced. Trefoils in 

obv. legend 
„ „ no trefoils 

„ „ rev. cross 

pierced with pcUet in one 

angle. Bose futer Ave, sun 

after Unica 
MM cross pierced with pellet in 

one angle 
MM cross with pellet in each 

angle : trefoil atter Franc 
MM plain cross upon a circle. 

Hose after Ave • 

MM plain cross . 
MM heraldic cinquefoil 
MM rose and snn united 
MM rose, rev. crown. Quatrc- 

foil after obv. MM, trefoils 

in legends* Lis under ship. 

(Calais?) 
MM lis. E above shield, lis 

below, rose to left, sun to right. 

Trefoils in legends ( York ?) . 
Bbistol. B under ship. MM 

rose and sun. Trefoils in 

legends • • 

MM 

sun. Trefoils in legends, rose 

after lUorum • 

V MM 

sun. Trefoils in legends 

„ . MM 

crown. Trefoils in legends . 

MM 

crown. Trefoils in legends, 

lis each side of Z, quatrefoil 

after Me 

MM 

annulet. Trefoils in legends . 
CovENTBY. C under ship. MM 

rose and sun. Trefoils in 

legends 

MM 



Eyals 



9f 



Angels 



+ 
+ 
+ 






+ 
+ 



+ 

+ 



^Ejals ^Angels iEjals 



+ 



+ 
Kud. 

Thorb. 

+ 
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TABnLAK View — continued. 



ion. TreroiU in legeadB, rose 
after Illorum 
NoBwicH. N under Bhip. MM 
Toae, Trefoils in legends 

MM 
STin. Trefoils in legends, 
quatrefoil ailcr Frnc . 
ToEK. E under ship. MMrosu 
and lb. Trefoils in rev. 
legend .... 
„ „ MM sun 

and. lis. Trefoila in legends, 
qnAtrefoil after lb. 

MM lia. 
Trefoils in legends, quatrefoil 
after Me 

MM sun. 
Trefoils in legends 



Eyals Angels jByals lAngcls (Rjal: 



Edwaeu V, Aphil 9 TO Jdne 26, 1483. 

On the 20th of May, after Edward IV's death, Sir 
William HaBtings was appointed Master and Worker of the 
Mint, and alao Warden of the Exchange, for life, with all 
thfe profits of the office and without paying any rent to the 
ting, according to tho form of an indenture to be made 
between tho king and him. This indenture waa never 
executed; but Robs of Warwick, who wrote early in 
Henry Vll'a reign, says, in a paBsage quoted by Ruding, 
" In the new king's name the laws were, as usual, adminis- 
tered, the money then made was struck and fashioned in his 
name, and in his name all tho usual forms were observed 
which hia dignity as king required." It seems therefore 
that money was actually struck in his name; and even had 
this passage not existed, it would perhaps have been reason- 
able to attribute to him certain very rare angcla and groats 
of the same typo aa his father's but having for MM the boar's 
head, which ia well known as the badge of the Protector 
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Gloucester, afterwards Richard m, but which is nob known 
to have been used by any other of the descendants of 
Edward III, by whom it had been originally adopted. 
Gloucester was never in such power or favour at hia 
brother's court as to make it likely that bis badge should 
be placed upon hia brother's coins, whereas none would 
have been more likely to have been placed on those of hia 
nephew during his own protectorate. 

The only angel we know with this MM is of identically 
tho same type as the later ones of Edward IV, and reads 
EDWARD - DI " GRA '= REX ANGL ' Z ' FRANC - J 
Rev. PER CRVCEMTVA SALVA NOS XPC REDEMP; 
MM obv. boar's head, rev. rose and sun united. {42) MB. 

No other denominations of gold coins with tho boar's 
head MM are known. All those which have the roSB 
and sun MM are sometimea attributed to Edward Vj bat 
the rose and sun was the well-known cognizance of 
Edward IV, and is thereforo as likely as the boar's head is 
unlikely to have been placed on hia own coins ; and though 
the dies of Edward IV, with his last MM, are very likely to 
have been used, as on the above coin, in conjunction with 
the new ones of Edward V, and also, as we shall see was 
tho case, with those of Richard III, it is very iraprohabio 
that more than one new MM can have been authorized fcn>; 
tho coinage during the very short reign of Edward V. 



EiCHARD m. 1483 TO 1485. 



The only gold coins known to have been struck by 
Richard III are angels and angelets, and they are all very 
rare. They are of exactly the same type as those of Edward 
IV, but have R to left, rose to right of the cross on rev. 
They were struck at London only, by Robert Brakenbury, 
" Master Worker of tho Money in the Tower." 

ANGELS. 1. Obv. from a die of Edward IV, MM rose 
and sun united. EDWAKD "^ DI '' GRA ; REX ^ ANGL ; 
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Z FitANC. Rev. PER CRVCBM " TVA " SALVA NOS 
XPC BEDEMrr, MM rose and 8un united. MB. 2. 
RICAD " DI " GRA ' RES ANGL "■ Z FRANC ; Rev. as 
last, but CRVCE' saltire also after XPC. MM, on both sides, 
rose and sun united. MB. OrRlCARG.'Rad.h.l. EVANS. 
3. Same as last, but CRVSEM, rev. MM boar'a head. MB. 
RICARD '■ DI i GRA " REX ANGL ' Z FRANC ; Rev. 
PER CRVCE " TVA '^ S ALVA NOS XPG " REDEMP. MM 
oby. boar's head, rev. rose and sun united. MB. 5. Same, 
bat only one saltire after Franc, and reading REDEDMT. 
MB. 6. MM boar's head on both sides, legends as 4 but no 
saltire after Franc or XPC, one after Salva and Nos. (43) 
MB. Or legends as 4 but REDEMPT. EVANS. 7. Obv. 
legend as 4, rev. as 3, MM boar's head both sides. Saltire 
after every word on obv. except Rex and Z, two after Franc, 
oneafter Salva and XPC. Rud. iii. 17. 8. MM boar's head 
on both sides, legends as 4 but TVAM, REDE, saltire after 
every word except Gra, Franc, and Per, two after Rede. 
THORBURN. 

ANGELET. 1. RICAHD " DI" GRA " REX - ANGL 
Rev. CRVS"AVE''SPES''VNICA''. MM rose (no 
donht a mistake for rose and sun united) on both sides. 
Rnd. iii. 18. 2. Same, but MM on both sides a boar's 
'.. Rud. iv. i. 3. Legends as 1 but ANG, MM boar'a 
head on both sides, no saltii-e after Rex or Unica, two each 
aide of 0. (44) MB. 



Table op Mint MiBKH. 



£ose and eun united. Obr. fi 

IV. . 

"Roac Biid sun united 



1 die of Edward 




Hbnet VII, 1485 TO 1509. 

The coins of Henry VII were of the same weight, fine- 
ness, and value as those of Edward IV, but some changea 
were introduced in the type during his reign, and lie struck 
coins both in gold and silver, namely sovereigns and 
Bhillinga, of a larger denomination than had ever been struck 
before. In bis first year Sir Giles Daubeney and Bartholo- 
mew Heed were appointed joint masters and worlsers of tha 
mint, to coin pieces of the same description as had been 
coined under Edward IV; and in 1489 the same persona- 
Sir Giles having now become Lord Daubeney — were ordered 
to make a new money of gold according to the print and 
form o£ a piece of lead annexed to tho Letters Patent. Tho- 
new money was to be of the standard fineness, to be double. 
the weight of the ryal, and to be called the sovereign, and 
was to be current for 20s. Out of every pound weight (rf, 
gold to be coined in tho Tower, two of these pieces, and no 
morCj were to be made, unless the king should command the 
contrary. Sovereigns ai-e again mentioned in a statute o£ 
the year 1504, and also half-sovereigns, but tho latter are 
not mentioned in this indenture. 

SOVEREIGNS. Of these thero are four distinct types, 
which are hero described in the order in which they appi 
to have been issued. 

1. The king, front-faced, robed and crowned, holding 
sceptre in his right hand^ the orb in his left, seated o 
throne, the back of which is concave, and roaches about half- 
way up tho king's head. The base of the throne is solid, 
without legs, and the seat is a wide one, part of it bei 
visible on each side o£ the king; it has arms, and at eaidx'. 
corner is an ornamented pillar, tho pillars in front of the ari 
being surmounted by a slender ornament, which may be 
lis. There are no ornaments in tho field. The king's cro' 
ia arched, the principal arch being sormounted by a globe ani 
cross, and supported by two lower arches which cross 
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other Bt right angles. All the arches are ornamented. There 
is a trefoil after every word, two after Trancies and Ibat. 
MM heraldic cinquefoU. HENRIC DI GRA REX ANGL 
FRANC Z DNS IBARNE (for Hibermie). Rev. upon a 
large donble roao, which fills the whole field, is a shield bearing 
the arms of France and England, surmounted by a large crown 
with a double ^ornamented arch, the globe and cross on the 
top of which extend to the edge of the coin. MM a 
cinquefoil. IHS AVTE TRANCIES PER MEDIV 
ILLORV IBAT. (45) EVANS. Rud. iv. 11. The MM 
and legend on the obverse are not quite accurate on this plate. 

2. Similar to the last, but the throne has a low straight 
back of the same height as the arms, and at each corner of 
it 18 a slight unomamented pillar. The lower arches of the 
crown are plain. The field is chequered and covered with 
lis. HENRICVS " DI : GRACIA " REX " ANGLIE " ET " 
FRANC " DNS I " BAR. Rev. like the last, but with no 
crown over the shield; the rose is not so large, and ia 
enclosed within a double treasure of ten arches, having a 
email lion and lis alternately in each arch, and a trefoil iu 
each epandril. The whole within the inner circle, MM 
cross fitchee. IHC AVTEM TRANSCIENS PER 
MEDIVM ILLORVM IBATHE. Trefoil after first, third, 
ftsd fourth words, two after second, fifth, and sixth. (46) 
Rud. iv. 3. MB. What tho two last letters on the reverse 
moan is not clear. Possibly they were cojiied by mistake from 
the obverse of the last coin, as tho spelling of " Transciena" 
shows that the artist was a hluudercr. 

8. Similar to No. 1, but the back of the throne is lower 
uid there is a canopy of three ornamented arches, tho 
centre one being over the king's bead. The seat projects 
beyond the base, and the arms are very low and far away 
from the king, and there are two small ornamented pillars 
in front of each. Tho field is atrewn with lis, but is not 
chequered. The king's crown has only one arch, which is 
Bonaonnted by a globe and cross. MM lis. HENRICVS " 
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DEI " GEA " REX =" ANGL " ET " FRAN " DNS " HIBN. 
Rev. like the last but both rose and shield considerably 
smaller, and two saltires instead of trefoil in each spandril. 
MM dragon. I IHESVS i AVTEM i TRANSIENS 
PER ; MEDIYM ;; ILLORTM ; IBAT. Four saltires and 
a rosette after Ibat. (47) Rud. iv. 4-. MB. 

4. Like the last, but the throne is highly omamentedj thi 
back is high and in three divisions, but with no arch over' 
the king's head. The seat is entirely covered by the king*! 
robes, the arms are cm-ved and rather high, and in front of 
each is a thickish pillar, that on the king's right being 
surmounted by a greyhound, that on his left by a dragon. 
The principal arch of the king's crown is supported by a 
plain arch at right angles to it, MM dragon. Legend as S 
but DEI, FRANCIE, the letters being largo and mostly of 
the Roman form, instead of, as on all the others, the old 
English ; two mullets, or stars with five points, after the 
first, second, seventh and eighth words, one after the third, 
fourth, and fifth. Rev. like the last, but the letters larger 
and coarser, nothing in the spandrils, mullet before Ihesos 
and after each word, two after Per and lUorum, four 
Ibat. (48) Rud. iv. 5. MB. 

RTAL. Obv. the king, nearly full face, with crown 
with upper and two lower arches all plain, standing in a 
ship, holding a sword in his right hand, a nearly sqnaroi 
shield with the arms of France and England in his lefb. 
The upper part of the side of the ship is ornamented with 
lions and lis ; there are three ropes from the stem and two 
from the prow, and at each end of the ship ia a flag, that 
at the stem bearing a dragon, that at the prow an h. No 
MM. HENRIC DI GRA REX ANGL Z FRANC DN! 
IBAR. Trefoil between every word, one before 
Henric. Rev. spadc-shapcd shield bearing arms of France- 
only upon a large donblo rose, within a treasure of tea,] 
arches, a trefoil at the point of each arch and in four spaii< 
drila; the whole within inner circle. MM cross fitchee* 
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IHO AVTEM TRANSIENS PER MEDIV ILLORV 
IBAT. Trefoil between the words, except after Per. (49) 
Rnd. iv. 6. MB. This ia doubtless tlio coin mentioned as 
a half-sovereign in tbo statute 19 Henrj VII, c. 5, with 
respect to clipped coins. It must have been struck by 
virtue of the authority to strike ryals, which were of 
exactly half the value of the sovtrcign, because the inden- 
ture for striking sovereigns contains no mention of half- 
Bovereigna, nor ia there any other authority known for the 
isene of half-sovereigns. It is, therefore, properly called a 
ryal, and its obverse ia similar in general design to the ryala 
of Edward IV, but as the reverse is unlike the ryals and the 
Bame as that of the sovereigns, it would very likely be 
popularly called a half-sovereign. The alteration of type was 
made necessaiy by the fact that tlie rose and sun combined, 
which had formed the typo of the former ryals, was 
the peculiar badge of Edward IV, and, therefore, could 
not be used by Henry VTI, who claimed to represent the 
Lancastrian family, 

ANGELS. First coinage. Type like those of Henry Vl, 
but with a rose instead of a Us to the right of the cross. 
The obverse legend is always HENRIO DI GRA REX 
ANGL Z FRANC. Mr. Evans, however, has one which 
differs from all the others in adding DNS, apparently, to 
this legend, and in having three instead of two ropes from 
the stern of the ship. The MM is doubtful. The reverse 
legend ia PER CRVCE TVA SALVA NOS XPC REDE- 
TOR, 2. MM rose, saltire between every ? word, two after 
Franc. Rev. PER CRVSE TVA SALVA NOS SPG 
EEDEMPT. MB. 3. Same but MM lis upon rose, 
CRVCEM, REDET, two saltirea after Di, none on rev. MB. 
4. As last but EEDEM. MB. 5. Obv. MM heraldic 
cinquefoil, trefoil after evciy word. Rev. no MM, PER 
CRVC TVA SALVA NOS XPC REDETOR. Trefoil after 
every word except the first and last. MB. 6. No MM. 
Kev. legend as on the ryals, IHC AVTE TRANSIENS 
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PER MEDTV ILOEV. Saltire before HenrJc, trefoil afterl 
every ? word except Per and Media. {50) MB. 7. MM I 
obv. heraldic cinqueEoil, rev. escallop, rev. logend like the | 
last, IHC AVT TRANSIENS PE MEDIV ILLOR IB. ■ 
Stops doubtful. MB. 8. MMa as last, trefoil after every 
word on obv. Rev. PER CRVCE TVA SALYA NOS 
XPE REDE. Two rosettes between each word. The 
shield on the reverse of the last two is broader and rounder 
than on previous ones, and rests on the top of thi 
the ship instead of being in front of and hiding part of it j 
as on the angels of the second coinage. MB, 

Second coinage. The type of these is somewhat different 
from that of the previous angels. Obv. the Archangel 
Michael, with a glory round his head, and expanded wings, 
both knees bent, both heels restiagon the Dragon, to whom 
his back is half turned, while he is piercing hiui through 
the mouth with a spear, tlie handle of which is generally 
Bbaped like a cross-crosslet and marks the termination of the 
legend. Rev. upon a ship, with two ropes to the mast 
from the stern, one from the prow, and filling up the whole 
space within the ship, but not concealing any part of its 
side, is a shield bearing the arms o£ Franco and England 
quarterly, surmounted by a large brond cross which conceals 
the lower part of the mast, at the top of which is a top-castle ; 
h to left of cross, rose to right. 9. MM on both sides escalli 
BbeU. HENRIC DI GRA REX ANGLI Z FRANC. Rer. 
Legend like that on the ryals, IHC AVTE TRANSIES 
PE MEDIV ILLOR IB. Rosette between words on both 
sides. The Es in the legend are peculiar, and more hko 
reversed 3s. EVANS. 10. MM escallop shell. HENRIC 
DI GRA REX ANGL Z FRAN. Rev. PER ORVCEM 
TVA SALVA NOS XPE REDEM. Rosette between 
each word. The Es on tbe reverse are like those on the 
last coin. (51) MB. 11. MM cinquefoil. Obv. legend 
last but FR, rev. PER CRVC TVA SALVA NOS, etc. {th< 
last twoworda illegible). Rosette between each word. ^B^> 
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12. Same bnt ANGLI Z PRACI, XPE REDE. Saltire 
between eacli word on obv., rosette after every word on rev. 
Jlfif. 13. MM cinquefoU, obv. legend as 10 but FRANC. 
Saltiro between the words. Rev. PER ; CRVC TVA " 
SALVA : NOS "XPE ; RED. MB. 14. Same but AGLIE 
Z FRA, two aaltires after Gra, Ilex, and Z. MB. 15. MM 
greyhound's head. HENRIC DI GRA REX AGL Z PRA. 
Roaette between each woi-d. Rev. PER " CRVCE ' TVA * 
SALVA " NOS ' XPE - RED. MB. Rud. iv. 10 differs only 
in reading R instead of Red. IG. MM same, and legends 
eame but HENRI, PR, CRVC, and omitting RED. Saltire 
after eveiy word, two after Per and Nos. MB, 17. Same 
hut HENRIC, DEI, ANGL. CRVCE, XP ; no aaltire at ends 
of legends, MB. 18. MM obv. greyhound's head, rev. 
finchor. Legends as 15 but F, CRVC, SALV; saltiro after 
every word except Red, two after Rex. MB. 19. MM obv. 
anchor, rev. greyhound's bead. Legends as 15 but REDE. 
Satire between each word, two after Per and Nos. MB. 
BO. MM anchor. Legends as 15 but CRVC, SALV, REDE. 
BfJtire between each word. MB. 21. Same but CRVCE, 
BALVA. MB. 22. Same as 20 but CRVCE, SALVA, 
BE, two sahirea after Per, one after Ee. MB. 23. MM 
anchor. Legends as 15 but AGLIE. Saltiro between each 
word except after Z. MB. 24. MM pheon. Legends as 
15 bnfc PR. Saltire between every word, two after Fr, 
Per, and Noa. MB. 25. Same but AGLIE Z FR, only 
one saltire after Per and Nob, oue after Red. MB. 26. 
As 24 but ANGL, R' D', only one saltire after Nos. MB. 
17. MMpheon. Legends as 15 but ANGL, REDE. Saltiro 
>etween every word, two after Rex, Per, Cruce, Tua, and 
ios, three after Fra. MB. See Rud. iv. 7, which differs only 
in the arrongomeut of the saltires. 28. Same but RED, two 
saltires after Honric, Rex, Angl, Z, Per, Salva, and Nos, 
one between the other words, four after Pra. MH. 29. 
KM pheon. Logonda as 15 but ANGL Z PR. Two saltires 
after Henric, Rex, and Z, and between each word on rev., 



oneaffcerDiGh-aandAnglj three after Pr. MB. 30. Same 
with two BaltireB between each word, except that there is 
one only after Cruce and XPE. MB. The specimens of the 
two last coins in the British Museum are countermarked 
with the arms of Holland. SI, MM obv. pheou, rev. 
cross -crosslet. Legends as 15 but AGLIE. Two saltires 
after first four words on obv, and after Pra and Red, 
Arrow head followed by sal tire at end of legend on 
rev. MB. 32. MM croas-crosslet. As last but saltire 
before obv. MM, only one between the words, arrow head 
also after Fra, MB. 33. MM croas-crosslet. Legends as 15 
bat AGLI, saltire between every word, two after Rex. MB. 
34. Same but RE for Red, no saltire after Cruce, one between 
every other word. MB. 35. MM croes-crosslet. Legends 
as 15 but ANGL, two saltires after first four words on obv. 
and first five on rev., one after Angl and XPE, three after 
Fra. MB. 36. Same but ANGLIE, two saltires after 
Henric and Di, one after every other word except Red, 
MB. 37. MM croBS-crosslet, Legends as 15 but PR, 
w after Agl, Cruce, and Tua, none after Z or Red, two 
saltires after the other words. TEORBVEN. 38. MM 
Portcullis, HERIC (7) " VII -^ DI - GRA " REX "■ AGL "^ 
Z. PR. Rev, legend as 15, MB. If this is a coin of 
Henry VII it is very curious, as being the only gold coin of 
his with numerals ; but the numerals are not very distinct 
and may perhaps be intended for VIII, the coin being very 
like some of Henry VIII with the same mint-mark. 

ANGELETS. First coinage. Type like the angels of 
the first coinage. MM, on both sides, rose and sun united. 
Legends HENRIC ' DI GRA - REX ANGL. Rev, ; ; 
CRVX"AVE;SPES;VNICA. {b2)EVANS. Wt.38igrs. 
This is the only specimen of angelets of the first coinage 
which we have seen. The MM is a badge of Edward IV 
and Richard III, and occurs on no other coins of Henry VII, 
BO that this piece was no doubt struck at the very beginning 
of his reign. 
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Second Coinage. Type like the angels, with some slight 
variations. The reverse legend is always CRUX AVE 
SPES VNICA. 1. MM cinquefoil. HENRIO DI GRA 
REX ANGLI. Rosette between each word on obv., one 
before, two after, 0, two after Crux, one or two after Ave 
and Spes, three after Unica. (53) MB. 2. MM cinquefoil. 
HENEIG DI GRA REX AGL Z F (apparently, but this 
specimen is double struck). Saltire between each word on 
obv. and before 0, two after every word on rev. MB. 

3. No MM on obv., greyhound^s head ? to left of mast on 
rev. Legends as last. Trefoil between words on obv. and 
after Ave, two after Spes and Unica. The mast on this coin 
seems to be surmounted only by a plain cross, with no 
top-castle. MB. 4. MM pheon. HENRIG DI GRA 
REX AGL Z. Two saltires between the words on both 
sides, one after Unica. MB. 5. MM pheon. Legend as 
last omitting Z, one saltire after each word on obv., two 
after each on rev., a cross instead of a rose to the left of the 
mast on rev. Rud. iv. 8. 6. MM Portcullis. Legend as 

4, saltires as last. Rud. iv. 9. MB. 

Henry VIFs sovereigns are very rare, a specimen having 
several times fetched £27 or £30; the ryal is almost 
unique, but the other coins are common. They were all 
struck at the Tower of London. 



e 



82 



Table ov Mint Masks. 



Bose and San united 

Doubtful mint-mark, 3 ropes from 

stem • • 

Bose 

Li^ upon rose 
Heraldic cinquefoil, 
Cross fitchee 
Lis, rev. dragon 
Dragon, mullets between the words 
"No MM, rev. legend as ryals 
Heraldic cinquefoil, rey. escallop 

rev. legend as ryals 
Heraldic cinquefoil, rev. escallop, 

rosettes between the words on rev 
Escallop, rev. legend as ryals, ro 

settes between the words 
Escallop, rosettes between the 

words . • . . 

Cinquefoil, rosettes between the 

words . 
Cinquefoil . 
Gbreyhound's head, rosettes be 

tween the words on obv. . 
Greyhound's head . 
Grevhound's head, rev. anchor 
Ancnor, rev. greyhound's head 
Anchor 
Pheon 
Pheon, rev. oross-crosslet, arrow 

head on rev. 
Cross-crosslet, arrow head on both 

sides • • 

Cross-crosslet • 

Portcullis • 
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Hbney Vni, 1509 TO 1546. 

The gold coinage of Henry VIII may be divided into 
five classes^ differing from each other in various particulars 
of type, weight, and fineness of metal. The first class began 
at the beginning of his reign; the second in his 18th year, 
1526 ; the third in his 35th year, 1543 ; the fourth in his 36th 
year, 1544 ; and the fifth in his 37th year, 1545. 

FIRST COINAGE. This was made by virtue of an 



indenture with Lord Mountjoy in the first year of the 
reign, and was similar in all respects to that of Henry VII, 
consisting of sovereigns, ryals, angels, and aagelets, 
of the standard finenees, viz., 23 cfcs. 3i grs. fine gold to 
^ gr. of alley. A few donble sovereigns also exist, but 
were probably patterns never issued for circulation. The 
ting's titles are King of England and France, and Lord of 
Ireland, 

DOUBLE SOVEREIGN. Probably a pattern. Obv. 
the king crowned and robed, with long locks, beardless, 
holding sceptre and globe, seated on a high throne with 
straight back ornamented with chequers. At the end of 
each arm is a pillar surmounted by a cross with an orna- 
mental base. Under the king's feet, and dividing the 
inner circle and the legend, is a portcullis (the well-known 
badge of the Tudor family), to which is attached a chain 
ornamented with lis, which surrounds the field. MM lis. 
Legend HENHICVS ; DEI ^^ GBACIA ; REX ANGLIE i 
ET - FRANC " DNS - HIB " Rev. plain shield bearing the 
arms of France and England, upon a large double rose, 
within an ornamented trcssure of ten arches, within the 
inner circle. MM cross-crosslct. IHESVS ? AVTEM % 
TRANSIENS i PER ; MEDIVM ; ILLORVM ; IBAT ; 
Rud. V. 1. Weight 480 grs. A specimen weighing 
788'6 grs. is in the British Museum. Another, weighing 
476 grs., was sold at Mr. Dimsdale's sale for £40, and at 
Mr. Thomas's, in 1844, for £30. 

SOVEREIGN. Value 20e. Weight 2iG grs. 1. Exactly 
like the double sovereign. MB. 2. Same but MM port- 
cullis crowned, and reading TRANCIENS ; a pkin double 
trcssure of ten arches, the inner one beaded, round the rose on 
rev., a lion and lis alternately in each arch, two small crosses 
in each spandril j two saitires after Et and Dna, none after 
Ibat. (54) MB. Both the portcullis and cross-crosslet mint- 
marks occur on Henry VII's coins, and the I'ornaor also on 
the early silver ones of Henry VIH. For this reason we 
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attribute theae sovereigns, as well as tlie double soTereign, 
to this period ; and we give them to Henry VIII, because ' 
they reaemlDio Ha other sovereigns more than those of his 
father, because we have no other sovereigns to attribute to 
this coinage, and because the portcullis under the king's 
feet is common on the coins of Henry VIII, but unknown j 
on those of his father. Very rare. 

RTAL. Value 10s. Weight 120 grs. Obv. king 1 
standing, with sword and shield, in a ship, the mast to hia ] 
right, at right angles to which stretches a yard-arm. j 
immediately over his head, three ropes from it to stern, one 
from mast to prow. A bowsprit extends from the prow to I 
the edge of the coin. The upper part of the aide of the 
ship is ornamented with lions and lis, on the centre of it is a 
rose, at the stem a banner with the letter h. Legend 
HENRIC " Vm ' DI - GRA - REX - ANGL " Z ' FRANC 
DNS ' I " B. Bev. Same type as Edward IV's ryals, MM I 
port«ulha crowned, legend IHC ' AVT " TRANSIENS 5 
PER ^ MBDIVM i ILLORVM J IBAT. (55) MB. 
Ext. rare. 

Henry VIII had not the same objection to tracing bis ' 
title to the throne through his mother, a daughter of 
Edward IV, as Henry VII had to being thought to depend 
for a title on his wife, and consequently the son placed the 
badge of Edward IV, the rose and sun, upon his coins J 
although the father would not. The portcullis MM shows J 
that this coin must belong to this period of his reign. 

ANGELS. Valu^ Gs 8<l. Weight 80 grs. Type as the I 
second coinage of Henry VII. One coin, however, omits the I 
rose to the right of the cross on the reverse. 1. MM| 
portcullis crowned. HENRIC ' VIII " DI ' GRA " RES " 
AGL ' Z " FR." Rev. PER ' CRVCE "■ TVA " SALVA " J 
NOS ' XPE '^ REDET. MB. 2. Same, but omitting thel 
rose at the side of the cross on the reverse, two saltiresfl 
after Fr, Per, and Cruce. Rnd. v. 5. MB. 3. Same as iS 
but REDE, two saltires after Fr. MB. 4, Same as the lastj 



with Bmall annnlet also after Fr. Num. Chron., N. S., xit. 
187. 5. Same as 1, bnt FRA, REDE, two saltirea after Fra, 
one before obv. MM, aud after Rede. Rnd. v. 6. MB. 6. 
As I, but F, REDE. MB. Tliia specimen is coantermarked 
with the arms of Zealand. 7. As 1, but RED, two saltircs 
after Fr. MB. 8. Ah 1, bnt FEA, RED, saltire before 
MM on obv, MB. 9. Same aa* last, with saltire also 
after Red. MB. 10. MM caatlo. Legends as 1, saltire 
between every word, two after Rex, Fr, Per, and Nos. MB. 
11. Same, bnt REDE, only one saltire after Res, four after 
Fr, two after Crnce. MB. 12. As last, with only two 
saltires after Fr, one after Salva, two between all the other 
words on rev. JlfB. 13. As 10, bnt FRA, REDE, 
saltire between every word, two after Z and Fra. MB. 
14. Same as last, with two saltirea also after Gra, Rey 
Per, and Nos, one aft;er Redo. MB. 15. As 10, but FRA 
RED, saltire after every word. MB. 1(5. As 10, but F, 
REDE, two sattires after F, Per, Nos, and XPE, one after 
every other word. MB. 17. Aa 10,but ANGL Z F, RED, 
saltire between each word, two after F and the first five 
words on rev. JVfiJ. 18. As 10, but REDE, annulet after 
Fr, two after Henric, saltire after every other word on obv. 
and after Salva, two after Fr and between the other words 
on rev. Num. Ghron., N. S., xii. 187. 19. Same, but F, 
RED, saltire after Red. Ih. 

These two mint-marks, the portcallis and the castle, botX 
occur on the silver coins of the first coinage, before 1526. 

ANGELETS. Value Ss4il. Weight iO grs. Same type 
as the angela. 1. MM portcullis crowned. HENRIC ' 
Tin " DI ' GRA 'RES ' AL Z. Rev. ;; CRVX ; AVE - 
SPES i VNICA. MB. 2. MM castle. As 1, but REX" 
AN, omitting Z, only one saltire after 0, two after Cnica. 
Eud.v.7. 3. MM castle, HENRIO DI GRA REX AGL 
Z. Saltire after eveiy word on obv. Rev. as 1, two saltirea 
after Unica. (56) MU. 



SECOND COINAGE, 1526 to 1643. In the yeare 1522 
and 1525, in consequence, it mnst be presumed, of tho 
insufficiency of the English coinage, several foreign coins 
both of gold and silver were proclaimed carrent in Eugland 
at certain declared values, and it was made penal to refuse 
them. The gold coins so made current in 1522 were 
" every ducat large of gold " at ie 6d, and " every crown of 
gold not soleil {i.e. not being a French crown of tho sun) 
nop clipped " at 4s j and in 1525 wero added " every crown 
soleil, of weight, 4* 4d ; and otlier crowns named Porpynes, 
and all other crowns being of like fineness, of weight, as tho 
crowns of the snn be, at 4j 4d sterling ; every piece of fine 
gold named a Carolus, keeping weight, at 6« lOJ; every 
piece of base gold, named a florin, keeping weight, at 
3s 3rf ; every piece of base gold of less quantity, named 
also a florin, keeping weight, at 2s \d" Notwithstanding 
these proclamations it appears that the amount of gold coin 
in the kingdom was still insufficient for its wants ; and on 
the 24th July, 1526, a writ was issued to Wolsey, then 
Lord Chancellor, commanding him to make such alterations 
in the king's money as might reduce it to an equality "ivith 
that of foreign countries. The reason of this reduction was | 
stated, in a proclamation of August 22nd, to be thatj 
notwithstanding the law to the contrary, gold was con* I 
tinually transported by the merchants to Flanders and I 
Franco because it was rated at a higher value there than ' 
here. By this proclamation it was ordered that thenceforth 
the sovereign should be current for 22«, the Eyal for lis, 
the noble (angol) for Is id, and the fortypenny-picce 
(angelet) for 3s 8tl ; and a new coin, to be called tha > 
" Crown of the Eose," introduced in imitation of the French J 
" Crown of the Sun," and of the same fineness and valuej I 
was made current for 4s Gd, to which rating the crown 1 
soleil itself was raised. The "single ducat large" of final 
gold and dne weight was also raised to 48 8d, and the double | 
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ducat in proportion. These values, however, did not last 
long, for it was found that the exportation of coin rather 
increased than diminished, and, as it was thought that this 
exportation wonld be stopped by a further increase in the 
notninal value of the coins, another proclamation was issued 
on the 5th of November, 1526, by which tho aovereign was 
made cnrrent for 22s 6d; tho ryal for Us 3((, and the half 
and quarter in proportion; the angel noble for 7s 6d, and 
the half angel for 3s 9i/. Besides tho angel noble, there 
Tvaa also ordered to be made another noble, to be called the 
George noble, which was to be current for 6s 8<', and a 
half George noble in proportion ; and whereas the " Crown 
of the Sun," not being an aliquot part of a pound, was 
inoonvenicnt for calculation, another crown, called the 
" Crown of the Double Rose," was to bo made which should 
be current for 5« ; and its half for 2s 6J. No alteration was 
made in the valnes of the Crowns of the Sun and others of 
the same weight aud fineness, but all other foreign gold 
coin was to cease to be current except as tho payer and 
receiver should agree. By the same proclamation the Tower 
pound, consisting of 6400 grs,, which had always hitherto 
been used in all Mint calculations, was abolished, aud the 
pound troy, of 5760 grs., substituted for it. 

The weight, fineness, and type, therefore, of tho gold coins 
hitherto in use, namely, the sovereign, ryal, angel, and 
angelet, were to remain as they had been before 1526, the 
only alteration being that the nominal value of every coin 
■Was increased. Of the new coins, the George noble and 
half noble were to correspond in weight and fineness with 
the old coins ; bnt the crowns and half-crowns, in order 
that they might the more nearly resemble the French 
" crowns of the sun," were to be made of gold of 22 cts, 
fine only and are the first instance of a gold coiu of less 
than standard fineness in England. The " Crown of the 
Eose," mentioned in the proclamation of the 22nd August, 
IB not known and was probably never struck, otherwise its 
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name would have occurred in the proclamation of the 5th of 
November, which declares "Crowns of the Sun/^ which 
were of exactly the same value, inconvenient pieces. A 
double sovereign, apparently of this period, is in the British 
Museum, but it is believed to be unique, and is probably 
only a pattern. No ryals or angelets of this period are 
known, nor any half George nobles, and it is very possible 
that none were ever struck. Although the weight, fineness, 
and type of the old denominations of coins remained exactly 
the same after 1526 as before, yet we are enabled by two 
principal circumstances to distinguish with some certainty 
between the coins of the two periods. First, the mint-marks 
on the gold coins are much the same as those on the silver ; 
and as the silver coins were in 1526 both reduced in weight 
and altered in type, there is no difficulty in distinguishing 
between the earlier and later mint-marks of that series. 
And secondly, some of the crowns, half-crowns, and George 
nobles have the initial besides that of the king, of Queens 
Katherine, Anne, and Jane, and the mint-marks which occur 
upon those pieces are thereby fixed to the dates of those 
queens. 

The king's marriage with Katherine, who was the widow 
of his brother Arthur, was celebrated in 1509, and was 
formally decreed by Cranmer to be void in 1533, shortly 
after the king had publicly avowed his marriage with Anne 
Boleyn, which had taken place in November, 1532. Queen 
Anne was beheaded on the 19th of May, 1536, and on the 
next day the king mamed Jane Seymour. Jane gave birth 
to Edward VI on Oct. 12th, 1537, and died two days 
afterwards. In Jan. 1540 the king married, and in July he 
divorced, Anne of Cleves ; on the 8th of August in the 
same year he married Katherine Howard, who was attainted 
and beheaded in January, 1541-2 ; and on the 12th July, 
1543, he married Katherine Parr, Lady Latimer. 

In 1540 Henry assumed the title of King of Ireland, 
which was confeiTed upon him by an Irish statute of that 
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year; but it was not ratified by the EngKsli ParKament 
till 1543, and does not seem to have been adopted on the 
English coins until that year. 

DOUBLE SOVEREIGN. Pattern. Exactly like that of 
the first issue, but MM obv. lis, rev. pheon. Four saltires 
after Ibat. Wt. 470*1 grs. Unique ? This was bought by 
the British Museum for £100. The same mint-marks occui 
together on a groat of the second coinage, but the pheon 
also occurs on a groat of the first coinage, and it is therefore 
probable this piece was struck not long after 1526. 

SOVEREIGNS. Value 22« or 22« 6d. Weight 240 grs. 
Standard fineness. Type same as before. 1. MM lis. Like 
(54) but saltire-stops as on the first double sovereign. MB. 
2. MM lis, rev. arrow. Same as (54) but reading TRAN- 
SIENS, with no crosses in the spandrils on the reverse. 
MB. 3. Same, but a single ornamented tressure, without lions 
or lis, on the reverse, as on the double sovereign. Two saltires 
before Ihesus, one after Ibat. Rud. v. 2. MB. 4. MM 
sun's rays from beneath a cloud. Same as No. 2, but with 
small crosses in the spandrils. MB. All rare. 

ANGELS. Vahie Is U or 7s 6d. Weight 80 grs. 
Standard fineness. Type same as before. 1. MM pheon. 
HENRIC i VIII ^ DI ^ GRA >^ REX J AGL ^ Z ^ P J 
Rev. PER ^ CRVCE ^ TVA ^ S ALVA ^ NOS ^ XPE ^ RED. 
(67) MB. 2. MM lis. As 1 but FRA, REDET, one saltire 
between words on obv., two on rev. MB. 3. MM sun's 
rays from beneath a cloud. HENRIC g VIII ^^ D J G jj 
R i AGL ^ Z i FRA J Rev. as last but REDE. MB. 

GEORGE NOBLE. Value 6s 8d. Weight 71J grs. 
Standard fineness. Obv. ship as on the reverse of the 
angels, but a double rose instead of a shield above it, under 
the cross ; h to the left of the cross^ K, for Queen Katherine 
of Aragon, to the right. Rev. St. George on horseback, 
piercing the dragon through the mouth with a very long 
spear, the butt end of which marks the end of the legend. 
The horse's hind feet also pass through the inner circle and 
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divide the legend. The MM is always a rose. 1. HENEIO ^ 
DI >^ G '^ R '^ AGL '^ Z ^ FRANC ^ DNS ^ HIBEENI. Rev. 
TALI i DICA i SIGNO J MES i FLVCTVARI ^ NEQVIT. 
Saltire before the MM on rev. (58) MB. 2. HENRIC "" D "" 
G '^ R >< AGLIE ^ Z "" ERA ^ DNS J HIBERIE. Rev. 
TALI i DICATA J SIG 2 MES J FLVCTVARI J NEQT. 
MB. 3. HENRIC j^ D ^ G R >^ AGL "^ Z ^ FRANC ^ 
DNS '^ HIBERI. Rev. as 1 but SIG« for signo, saltire before 
Tali. MB. Or HIBER, two saltires between the words, 
rev. Bs 2. EVANS. 4. As 3, but HIRER, DICATT SIG^ 
NEQT; two saltires between each? word. Rud.v. 3. In this 
plate an R is substituted for K in the field of the obverse. 
These coins, which are very rare, must have been struck 
between 1526 when they were first authorized, and 1533 when 
Queen Katherine of Aragon was divorced; or else in 1541- 
1542, during the short reign of Queen Katherine Howard. 
The former, however, is far the more probable, as the rose 
was an early MM, and it is not likely that the striking of 
these coins should have been deferred for fifteen years after 
they were first authorized. Mr. Bergne has pointed out in 
Num. Ohr.y N. S*, V. 296, that the legend on these nobles is 
taken from a hymn by Prudentius, written in the latter half 
of the fourth century, entitled " Hymnus ante somnum,'' in 
which we are recommended to make the sign of the cross 
upon our forehead and our heart when we go to bed, because 
'^tali dicata signo mens fluctuare nescit/^ The hymn is 
preserved in a manuscript called the " Libor Benediction* 
alis/' in the Monastery of St, Gall, and is quoted in No. 84 
of The Archceological Journal. 

CROWNS. Value bs. Weight 57|| grs. 22 cts. fine. 
Obv. double rose crowned, a letter crowned on each side of 
it. Rev. Shield of arms crowned. The crowns have a 
single ornamented arch surmounted by globe and cross. 
1. MM rose ; h to left, K to right, in the field. HENRIC ^ 
VIII ^ RVTILANS ^ ROSA i SIE J SPIA. Rev. DEI J 
G ^ R ^ AGLIE "^ Z ^ FRANC ^ DNS ^ HIBERNI. MB. 



91 

2. Same, but HIBERNIB, saltire between every word, two 
after Dei, Aglie, Franc, and Dns. Rud. v. 11. 3. Same as 
1, but SINE, AGL, HIBERNIE. One saltire after Henric, 
R, Dns, and Hibemie, two between the other words. MB, 
4. Same as 1, but SINE, HIBERIE, saltire before obv. 
MM, after Henric and VIII, and each side of Z, two between 
the other words. MB. 5. Same as last, but HIBERNIE, 
saltire before obv. MM and between every word, two after 
Dei and R. The Ns on this coin are of the Roman, not, as 
on the former ones, of the old English shape. MB. 6. 
Same as 1, but SINE SPINA, HIBERNIE, one saltire 
after Rosa and Sine and between each word on obv., two after 
Rutilans and between each word on rev., Roman Ns. MB. 
7. MM lis. H and K crowned at sides of shield on rev. as 
well as of rose on obv. Legends as 1 but HIBERNIE. 
One saltire after Rosa, Sie, Z, and Franc, two between the 
other words. English Ns. MB. 8. Same 'as last, but 
SINE ^ SPINA, Rev. DEI J GRA ^ R JJ AGL ^^ Z ^ FRANCE 5 
DNS i HIBERIE. English Ns on obv., Roman on rev., 
two saltires between each word. MB. 9. Same as 7, but 
SINE SPINA, one saltire between words on obv., two on 
rev. Roman Ns on obv., except in king's name, English 
on rev. MB. 10. MM arrow. These all have the English 
N. Same as 7, but HIBERNI, one saltire after Henric, 
Franc, and Hiberni, two between the other words. MB. 11. 
MM arrow. H and A, for Anne Bolejm, crowned, at sides 
of rose on obv. and shield on rev., legends as 1 but SINE, 
HIBERNIE. Saltire between every word, two after 
Eutilansi Rosa, Dei, and Hibernie. (59) MB. See Rud. v. 
12, obv. only. The MM here given is a pheon, but this is 
probably a mistake, as the pheon MM does not seem to 
have been used as late as Queen Anne's time. 12. MM 
arrow, h and K crowned at sides of rose on obv., h and I, 
for Jane Seymour, crowned at sides of shield on rev., 
legends as 1 but SPI, HIBERNIE, saltire between every 
word, two after Dei. This has an obverse of the time of 




Queea Katherine, before 1533, ioined to a reverse of Queen 
Jane, 1536-7. MB. 13. Same as last but I instead of K 
at side of rose on obv., Icgenda as 1 but HIBERNIB, 
saltire between each word. Rud. v. 10. MB. 14. Legends I 
transposed, the king's name being on the shield aide, as on 
the half-crowns, instead of on the rose side as on the other 
crowns. JIM arrow, H and R (for Rex) crowned at sides 
of shield on obv. and of rose on rev. Legends HENRIC. D. 
G. RVTILANS. ROSA. SD^E SP Rev. .DEL GKA. 
AGL. FRA. Z. HIB. REX. EVAN'S. This coin must 
have been struck in 1543, after the Enghah Parliament had 
had ratified the title of King of Ireland, nUhough Henry's 
marriage with Katherine Parr on the 12th of July in that 
year had then already taken place, and therefore her initial 
might have been placed upon the coin. 

HALF CROWNS. Value 2a 6d. Weight ZS\^ <jrs. 22cis. 
Jlne. Obv. like tho reverse of the crowns. Rev. like the 
obverse of the crowns, but tho letters at each side of tho 
rose are not crowned. 1. MM rose on obv. only. HENllIC jj 
8 ; DI ; G ; R ; AGL % Z ; FRA. Rev. RVTILANS ; 
ROSA : SINE ; SPINA " h and K at sides of rose. MB. 
2. Same, but MM both sides. MB. 3. As 2, bnt reading 
HENRIC * 8 " DI " GRA " REX ; AGL " Z ; F. TEORBURN. 
' 4. MM lis, rev. rose. Same as 1 bat h and K at sides of 
shield as well as of rose, only one saltire between words on 
obv. MB. 5. SamebutFRAC,SPIA, two saltires after Z. 
MB. 6. MM lis. Legends as 1, h and K at sides of rose. 
One saltire after Henric, none after R or Fra, two after 
every other word. Rud. v. 8. 7. MM arrow, on both sides. 
Same as 1, but h and I at aides of rose and of shield, 
FRANC, two saltires after Z, only one between tho other 
words on obv. (60) MB. 8. Same as last, but obv. legend 
HENRIC ■ 8 " D " GRA " REX ; AGL " Z " FR. MB. 

THIRD COINAGE, 1543. In this year a new indenture 
was made with the master of the mint, by which tho fineness 
of the coins was reduced to 23 carats fine gold and 1 carat 
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alloy. A lb. troy of this metal was to be coined into 
£28. 16s by tale. The new sovereigns were to be current 
for 20sj balf-sovereigns (now first Bubatituted for ryals) for 
10#, angels for Ss, angelets for 4s, and quarter angola (now 
first coined) for 2a. The coinage of pieces of other denomi- 
nations seeniE to have been stopped. 

In 15-1't the standard of fineneas was still farther deb&sedj 

and the weight of the coins was lowered, making the 

HOTereign weigh 192 grs.j and the other coins in proportion. 

But unfortunately, while it is difficult to tell the fineness of 

the metal of a coin without assaying it, and consequently 

we cannot separate the coins of the two years by this test, 

the weight was so iaaccuratoly adjusted during these last 

years of Heniy VIII and during the reign of Edward VI 

that it, too, is but a very uncertain guide to the classification 

of the coins. The mode of arrangement we have adopted, 

therefore, is to assign to this third coinage all those pieces, 

whatever their weight, which have a lis for their mint-mark, 

H8 that ia the only mint-mark used on the angel, angelet, and 

larter angel, which pieces were not coined after 1543; and 

give to the coinages of 1544 and 1545 those pieces which 

,ve the same mint-marka as the crown and half-crown, 

'hich were coined in those years but not in the preceding one. 

SOVEREIGNS. Value 20g. Weight 200 t/i-s. Finmeaa 

!8 carats. 1. Obv. like the former sovereigns, but the 

lag's figure is difiereut; be wears a short beard and a ruff, 

and the chain round the field is somewhat different. A rose 

instead of the portcullis is under the king's feet, and there 

hare no lis on the inner cii-cle. MM lis. HENRIU '' 8 ' DI " 
HRA * ANGLIE "' FItANCIE i ET ' HIBE ; RES ^ 
B&ltiro before MM. Rev. Shield of arms crowned, sup- 
ported by lion and dragon, the former crowned, tablet 
below inscribed HR in monogram. MM lis. IHESVS J 
,. AVTEM ; TRANCIENS J PER ; MEDIVM i LLLORV i 
JB^AT. Rud. vi. 1. MB. Wt. 190-4 grs. 2. Type of obv. 
^^Wfferent ; the king wears a long beard, the back of tbo 
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throne is curved, there is a bird with expanded wings 
instead of a cross above the arms of the throne, and no chain 
round the field. Otherwise as last. MM lis. HENRIC 8 DI 
GRA ANGL FRANCIE Z HIBERN REX. Rev. IHS 
AVTEM TRANSIENS PER MEDIVM ILLORVM IBAT. 
Trefoil after each word on obv., two between words on rev., 
one after Ibat. (61) MB. Wt. 188-4 grs. 3. Same but 
AGL, HIRER. Rev. IHS. AVTEM TRANCIENS PER 
MEDIV ILLORV IBAT. Two trefoHs after 8 and the 
last foun words on obv., one after the others ; two after 
first three words on rev., one after the last three. MB. 
Wt. 189 '2 grs. 4. Similar, but the king has his head on 
one side, and the rose under his feet is smaller and does 
not divide the legend. MM WS in monogram, with two 
cinquefoils on obv., one on rev., and cinquefoil between 
every word. HENRIC 8 DEI GRA AGL FRAN Z HIB 
REX. Rev. IHS AVTEM TRANSIENS PERMEDIVM 
ILLOR IBAT. MB. Wt. 199-5 grs. This coin was no 
doubt struck at Bristol, as the MM, which consists of the 
initials of Sir William Sharington, master of the mint there, 
occurs on the silver coins of that place only. It is assigned 
to this rather than to the fourth or fifth coinages on account 
of its weight, which so far exceeds 192 grs., the authorized 
weight of the later sovereigns. All rare. 

HALF-SOVEREIGNS. These all appear from their 
mint-marks to belong to the later coinages, although there 
are some that weigh more than 96 grs., the proper weight 
of those coinages. 

ANGELS. Value Ss. Weight 80 grs. Fineness 23 cts. 
Type as before. MM lis. HENRIC >^ 8 ^ D ^ G ^ AGL ^ 
FRA ^ Z ^ HIB ^ REX ^ Rev. PER ^ CRVCE ^ TVA ^ 
SALVA ^ NOS ^ XPE ^ REDE ^ Annulet to left of 
angePs head and on side of ship. Rud. vi. 6. JIB. Or 
reading PEER, RED, and with two saltires after Rex, Peer, 
and Nos. (62) MB. These are attributed to this coinage, 
instead of the previous one, because they have the title of 
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King of Ireland^ whicli does not seem to have been assumed 
in England till it was granted by the English Parliament in 
1543. The weight is the same as in the former coinages^ 
and angels do not appear to have been coined in 1544 or 
1545, when the weight was reduced. 

ANGELETS. Valuers. Weight 40 grs. Fineness 2Sct8. 
Type as the angels. MM lis. HENEIC ^ 8 ^ D ^ G '^ AGL ^ 
FE ^ Z ^ HIB ^ EEX. Eev. ^ CEVX ^ AVE « SPES « 
VNICA° Annulet on side of ship. End. vi. 7. MB. 
39-6 grs. 

QUAETEE ANGELS. Value 2s. Weight 20 grs. Fine^ 
ne88 2Qcts. Type as the angels. 1. MM lis. HENEICVS^ 
Vin ^ DEI ^ GEA ^ AGLIE. Eev. FEANCIE ^ ET J HI- 
BEENIE^EEX. Eud.vi.;9. MB. Wt. 19-8 grs. 2. Same 
but DI, a single saltire after every word. (63) MB. Wt. 
18*7 grs. 3. MM lis, legend on both sides as obv. of 1, 
but DI ; h and rose at sides of cross on rev. omitted, but 
small E at right of cross, saltire after every ? word except 
the last on rev. Eud. vi. 8. The figure of the angel on the 
last two of these is slightly different from that on the first. 
All very rare. 

FOUETH COINAGE, 1544. FIFTH COINAGE, 1545. 
Another indenture, of 1544, further reduced the standard to 
22 cts. fine and 2 cts. alloy, and a lb. troy of this metal was 
to be coined into £30 by tale. The coins specified ii^ this 
indenture are sovereigns, half-sovereigns, crowns, and half- 
crowns. In 1545 the metal was still further debased to 
to 20 cts. fine and 4 cts. alloy, the lowest state of degra- 
dation which it has ever reached in England. No other 
difference was, as far as we know, made in the coins in this 
latter year, and we are therefore unable to separate them 
from those of 1544. We have already pointed out that the 
weight of the coins of these two years was so inaccurately 
adjusted that it forms no guide for distinguishing them 
from those of the third coinage, and that we assign to these 
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years the crowns and half-crowns, which denominations were 
not struck in 1543, and such sovereigns and half-sovereigns as 
seem by their mint-marks to be contemporaneous with them. 

SOVEREIGNS. Value 208. Weight 192 grs. Fineness 
22 or 20 ds. 1. Like No. 2 of the third coinage but MM 
annulet enclosing pellet, rev. lis. AGL, HIBER. Rev. IHS 
AVTEM TRANCIENS PERMEDIV ILLORV IBAT. 
One trefoil after Di, Gra, and Francie, and the last three 
words on rev., two after the other words on obv., and the first 
three on rev. MB. 2. Type as the last. MM S. HENRIO 
8 DI GRA AGL FRANCIE Z HIBERN REX. Rev. 
IHS AVTEM TRANSIENS PERMEDIVM ILLOR 
IBAT. Trefoil between every word and after Ibat, two 
after 8, Agl, Z, Autem, Transiens, and Medium. Rud. vi. 10. 
MB. Wt. 193-7, or 189-8 grs. 3. Type as the last, struck 
at Bristol. MM WS in monogram, on obv. only. FRANCI 
Z HIBER, ILLOR. Trefoil after Henric, Di, and Gra, 
none after Agl, two between all the other words, two 
quatrefoils after Rex. THORBURN. Wt. 184i grs. 

HALF SOVEREIGNS. Value lOs. Weight 96 grs. 
Fineness 22 or 20 ds. 1. Type like No. 2 sovereign of the 
third coinage. MM annulet enclosing pellet. HENRIC 
8 DI GRA AGL FRANCIE Z HIBERNIE REX. Rev. 
IHS AVTEM TRANCIENS PER MEDIVM ILLORVM 
IBA. The stops on both sides are only dots. MB. 94*3 grs. 
See Rud. vi. 11, which reads TRANSIENS. 2. Same, but 
HIBERN, TRANSIENS, IBAT. MB. 94-6 grs.; or 
HIBERNI. MB. 94-7 grs. 3. MMasl. HENRIC 8 D 
G AGL FRANCI Z HIB REX. Rev. IHS AVTEM 
TRANSIE PERMEDI ILLOR IBA. Saltire stops on 
obv., trefoil on rev. MB. 4. MM as 1. HENRIC 8 D G 
AGL FRANCI Z HIB REX. Rev. IHS AVTE 
TRANSI PERMEDI ILLOR IBAT. Trefoil after each 
word on obv. and after Ante and Transi, two after 8, Agl, 
Ihs, and lUor. MB. 97 grs. 5. Similar to last but 
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[TRANSIENS, 96 grs., or FRANCIE, TRANSIENS, 

' MEDIV, 97 j^s. Num. Ghrmi., N. S., xU. 187. 6. As i, but 

FRANCIE, TRANSIENS; trefoiWshapedstopa. MB. T.Aa 

last, with annulet on inner circle on oby. under 9 in Rex, 

and on rev. under B in Ibat. MB. 8. As i, but FRANCIE, 

\ TRANSIE PER MEDIVM ILLORV. Trefoil between 

)acli word, two after Medium and lUom. Annulet on ii 
f circle on dhv. under X in Rex, and on rev. under I in Ibat, 
I (G4) MB. 9. Aa 4, but FRANCIE, ILLO. Trefoils 
between words on both aidea, two after Henric, 8, Agl, Hib, 
I and lUo. Annulet ou inner circle on rev. under T in ibat. 
I MB. 10. As 4, but MM S, FRANCIE, TRANSIE, trefoil 
L between every word, two after Hex, one after Ibat. MB. 
l94'4grB. 11. Same, but MEDIV. Trefoil between every 
■ 'word, two after 8, Agl, Francie, and Hib, one after Rei. 
a below shield. MB. 12. As 10, but FRANCI, TRAN- 
SIENS, PERMEDIV. Trefoil after every word and before 
Ihs, three after Agl, two after Transiens and Mediu. 6 
^B under shield. MB. 13. As 10, but TllASIBNS, 9 under 
^^K shield, trefoil after every word on obv. and after Ante, two 
^B^ after 8, Agl, Francio, Hib, Trasiens, and Medi. MB. 95 grs. 
U. MM as 10, legends aa 4 but TRANSIENS, Q under 
shield, saltire between every word on obv., two after Henrio, 
8, Agl, and Rex ; trefoil between every word ou rev. MB. 
Or TRANSIE PERMEDIV, saltire between every word on 
obv., two aftSr 8, saltire after His, trefoil after Tmnsie, Media 
and nior. THORBJTRN. 15. MM aa 10, legends as 4 but 
TRANSIENS, Q under shield, aaltire after rev. MM, and 
after words on each side, two before Henric and after 8, 
Agl, Rex, Transiena and Illor. MB. 16. As 10, but the 
king has no sceptre, 9 under shield, FRANCI, TRAN- 

IBIENS. Trefoil before obv. MM and after each word on 
obv., two before franci, saltire between each word on rev. 
MB. 94i grs. 17. Type as 1, MM obv. S rev. 6?, Q 
jmder shield, legends as 4 but FRANCIE, TRANSIENS, 
Baltire after 8, D, G, Z, Aute, Traasiena, and Ibat. Num. 
L - 



Chron., N. S., xii. 188. 931 gTs- 18- Type as 1, MM S, a 
under Bbield, legends b.b last but HIBERN. Small mascle 
after Z, two between the other words on obv. Stops on rev. 
doubtful. MB. 94i grs, 19. Same, but IBA, mascles for 
stops on rev. MB. 20. Type as 1, MM WS in monogram 
on obv. only, legends as 17, trefoil after every word, two 
after 8, Francie, and Z. No letter under shield. MB. 
This, from its MM, was strock at Bristol. See p. 94. 

The above coins present bnt little difficulty except from 
the variations in their weights ; but there is another series 
of half-sovereigns which must evidently, from their general 
resemblance and their mint-marks, have immediately suc- 
ceeded these, but which, together with the name of Henry 
VIII, bear the portrait of a decidedly youthful king, the 
flame portrait indeed as appears on the half-sovereign of 
Edward VI, Rud. vii. 3. The mint-marts on these coins, 
as well as some on the previous series, are the same as on 
the crovfns and half-crowns bearing the name of Henry VIII. 
It seems very strange that a young face should be substituted 
for an old one on the latest coins of Henry VIII, and 
Mr. Evans has therefore suggested that the coins which 
bear this young face must have been struck under Edward 
VI, notwithstanding that his father's name was still used. 
This supposition appears the more probable when we consider 
the unlikelihood of so great a variety of mint-marks, no less 
than six altogether, having been used on the same denomi- 
nation of coin during the two years that elapsed between 
the issuing of the coinage of 1544 and the king's death j 
and, moreover, upon the contrary supposition, there must 
have been almost a cessation of coinage for a time after the 
accession of Edward VI, as all the early coins bearing the 
name of that monarch are extremely rare. Such an appro- 
priation, however, would necessitate also the removal to 
Edward VI of the crowns and half-crowns bcaiing the same 
mint-marks &a these half-sovereigns, and also of the corre- 
sponding silver coins ; and in the absence of any explanation 
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of the reasons which coukl have caused the retention of 
Henry's name on the coins after there had been time to 
engrave a portrait of Edwardj we do not think that the 
evidence is sufficient to justify us in making such a change. 
We will therefore proceed to dcBcribe those coins as we f 
them, as belonging to the coinages of the last two years of 
Henry VII I. 

21. King's face yoangj beardless, small roffj fur collar to 
robe, rose under feet not dividing the legend. Throne very 
different to the former ones, back round, not chequered, a 
winged figure standing on the arms of the throne, the legs 
like those o£ a chair, not column- shaped. Otherwise like 
the last half-sovereigns. No IfM on obv., S ? on rev. No 
letter under the shield on rev. HENEIC 8 D G AGL 
FRAN Z HIB BEX. Kev. IHS AVTE TRANSIEN PER 
MEDI ILLOR IBAT. Diamond-shaped stops between the 
words on obv., none on rev. Num. Ohron,, N. 8., xii, 188. 
91i grs., or TRAJNSIE, diamond-shaped stops on both 
sides, the rev. MM probably intended for an E. TROR- 
BURN. 22. Type as the last, MM on both sides E, E 
Tinder the shield, legends as last, but FRANC, AVTEM 
TRANSIENS. Diamond-shaped stop before Henric and Ihs, 
and after Henric, Franc, and Z, and each word on rev., two 
after the other words on obv. MB. 02'2 grs. 23. Same, 
but DEI GRA, FRA. Rod. vi. 2. 854 grs. Or with the E 
under the shield reversed. Num. Ckron., N. S., xii. 188, 
96 grs. 24. As 21, with no MM on obv., E on rev., E 
under the shield, FRA, TRANSIE, IBA. Diamond-shaped 
stop between each word on obv., except after Z, three after 
8, one ? between each word on rev. MB. 96'4 grs. 25. 
Type as 21, no MM on obv., E ? on rev., HENRIC 8 D G 
ANGL FRANC Z HIBER REX. Rev. IHS AVTEM 
TRANSJENS PER MEDIVM ILLOR IBAT. E under 
the shield. Small pierced cross after AngI, Z, Hiber, and 
Box, and after the P in Franc, small saltire between the 
other words and after Ibat. MB. 99 grs. 26. Same as 

V * 



23 bat no MM, K under ahield. Eud. vi. 12, obv. only. 
Num. Chron., N. S., xii. 188. 87J to 93i gra. 27. Type as 
21. Mil arrow. HENRIC 8 D G ANGL FRANC E 
HIBER REX. Mascle before Heuric and after each 
word except E and Hiber, two after Angl, Rev, legend 
as 26, small cross after Autem and Ibat. lb. 93 to 
97 grs. 28. Obv. as last. Rev. MM as last, IHS AVTB 
TRANSIE PER MEDI ILLOR IBAT, no stops. lb. 
93i gre. 29. Type and MM as 27. HENRIC 8 D G AGL 
FRAN Z HIB REX, Rev. legend as last. Muscle after 
every word, two after 8, three after Rex. (65) MB. 
94"2 grs. ITie reverse of this coin has been double struck. 
Or reading FRANC, AVTEM TRANSIENS, masole after 
every word except Per, two after Agl and Rex. THOR- 
BURN. 30. Type and MM as 27, HENRIC 8 DEI GRA 
AGL FRA Z HIB REX. Bev. as 28, but AVTEM 
TEANSIENS. Kamonds between the words. Num. Ghron., 
• N.S., xii. 189. 91 grs. 31. Type as 21, MM grappling iron. 
Obv. legend as last. Rev. IHS AVTE TRANSIEN PER 
MEDIV ILLO IBAT. Dot after each word except Per. 
Grappling iron below shield on rev. Ih. 964 g"^- 32. 
Same, but MM on obv. only. HENRIC. 8:D. G. AGL, 
FRA. Z. HIB. REX; Rev. IHS. AYTE TRANSIE. 
PER. MEDI. ILLOR. LBA. MB. 33. Type as 21. MM 
martlet. Legends aa last but AVTEM TRANSIENS, 
IBAT. Dot between each word and after Ibat, two after 8. 
MB. 34. Same but FRANCI, small annulet after 8, D, and 
G. Num. Ohron., N. S., xii. 188. 95| grs. 35. As 33, bat 
DEI GRA, AVT, MEDIV ILLO. Jh. 93 grs. 36. Type 
as 21. MM lis. HENRIC. 8: D. G: AGL. FRANCIE: 
Z : HIB : BEX : Rev. IHS. AVTEM : TRANSIENS : 
PERMEDI ILLO. IBAT MB. 

CROWNS. Value 5g. yVeigU 48 grs. Fineness 22 or 
20 cU. Type as those of tho second coinage, with h and R 
crowned on each side of the rose on obv. and of the shield 
on rev. I. MM annulet enclosing pellet. HENRIC 8 
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ROSA SINE SPINE. Rev. DEI GRA AGL FRA ET 
HIB REX. Trefoil before Henric and after Fra, none 
after Hib, two after every other word. MB. 2. MM 
martiet. HENRIC 8 RVTLANS ROSA SIN SP. Rev. 
DEI GRA AGL FRA Z HIB RES. MB. Wfc. 47-2 gra. 
3. Obv. MM pierced trefoil? HENRIC 8 ROSA SINE 
SPINE ; Ornamented cross and four saltires after Rosa 
and Sine. Rov. MM WS in monogram. D. G. ANGLIE 
FRA. Z. HIB. BEX " Ornamented cross and two saltii't's 
after Anglie. MB. Wt. 47'8 grs. 4. MM WS in mono- 
gram OQ rev. only, legends as the last, quatrefoil after MM 
and after Sine, Spine, and Anglie, lis after Rosa, trefoil after 
Henric, Fra Z, and Hib. Rud. vi. 5. 5. MM obv. cinque- 
foil, rev. WS in monogram, legends as 3 but HENRICVS. 
Quatrefoil after Rosa and after rev. MM, pierced cross after 
Sine and Anglie, slipped trefoil each side of Z, small annulet 
before Henricus. (66) MB. Wt. 48'1 gra. 6. MM'a as 
laat. HENRIC VIII ROSA SINE SPINA. Quatrefoil 
after VIII. Rev. D. G. ANGL. FRANC. Z. HIB. REX, 
quatrefoil after Angl and Rex. THOBBVBN. Wt. 47 gra. 
This ia the only coin of the last yoara of the reign which 
lias Vni instead of 8. The WS shows that the laat four of 
these coins were struck at Bristol. See ante, p. 94. 

HALF-CROWNS. Valua 2s M. Weight 24 grs. 
Fineness 22 or 20 cts. Type as those of the second coinage, 
■with H and R at the sides both of the shield and of the rose, 
but on two coins the king's name is on the rose side iustoad 
of the shield aide. The stops are generally mere dots 
between the words. I. MM annulet enclosing pellet, king's 
Bamo on shield aide. HENRIC 8 D G AGL FR Z HB 
BEX. Rov. RVTILANS ; ROSA ; SINE ; SPINA. (67) 
MB. 2. Same, but HIB, omitting REX; SPI; mascles 
instead of saltires on both sides; the Ns are of the Roman 
shape. MS. 3. MM a, followed by a small quatrefoil. King's 
name on the rose aide. HENRIC 8 ROSA SINE SPI. 
Bev. DEI GEA AKG FRA Z HIB REX. Stops doubtfiil. 




MB. 4. Same, but SPIN, AGL. MB. 5. MM E on obv. 
only. As 1, but AG FRA Z HIB, SP. No saltires. Tlie 
Na on this and the two next coins are of the Roman, not the 
English, shape. MB. 6. MM E on rev. only ?, legends as 
1 but SPIj DO saltires. Eud. vi. 4. 7. MM arrow, 
legends as 1 hut AG FR Z HIB, SP. The stops between 
the words are small maades. EVANS. 8. Same, but HI. 
MB. 9. MM arrow. H. D. G. RVTILANS. ROSA SINE 
SP. Rev. RVTILANS. ROSA : SIKE SP The atops 
are small masclea, Rad. v. 13. Pembroke collection. 
10. MM WS in monogram on rev. only. As 1, but ANG 
FR Z HIB. Two saltires after Eutilana only. Eud. vi. 3. 
MB. 11. Same, but SPI, two saltires between each word 
on rev. MB. The two last were struck at Bristol by Sir 
Wm. Sharington. All rare. 

Besides tho min t at the Tower, at which the great 
majority of the coins were strnck, Henry VIII had a royal 
mint, separate from the ecclesiastical one, at Canterbury; 
in or aboot the year 1543 ho re-established one at Bristol, 
and in 1545 at York; but the patent for the coinage at this 
latter city was confined to silver coins, and this was very 
likely the case at Canterbniy also. The ecclesiastical mints, 
which were at Canterbury, York, and Durham, never strnck 
gold coins. Some, however, were struck at Bristol, and are 
distinguishable by having for their mint-mark WS, the 
initials of Sir W. Sharington, master of the Bristol mint. 
A mint also existed at Sonthwark in the first year of 
Edward VI, and perhaps in tho last years of Henry VIII, 
but no coins struck here in Henry's reign have yet been 
distinguished. 
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Edwaed VI, 1546 TO 1553. 

Edward YI came to the tbrone on the 28tli of January, 
1546-7, and although lie only reigned six and a half yeare, uo 
fewer than four distinct series of gold coins were isaued 
during Lis reign, By the indentures of his first year made 
with the masters of the mints of Southwark, Canterbury, 
and the Tower, the money was to remain of tho same weight 
and fineness as the last coinage of his father, in his 37th 
year. The Bristol mint also continued to he worked at this 
time, but perhaps only silver money was issued from it, for 
in the conviction of Sir W, Sharington, the master of the 
mint, in 1548, for having there in the first year of the king 
counterfeited £12,000 of coins resembhng the Teetoona 
(shillings), no mention is made of gold coins. Nor do we 
know of any gold coins having been issued at this time from 
the Southwark or Canterbury mints. Sharington's crime 
was that he corned money for the oso of Lord Seymoor, the 
Lord High Admiral. He confessed it, and was pardoned. 
His counterfeit coins are not known. 

No sovereigns of the first coinage are believed to exist. 

HALF-SOVEREIGNS. Value 10s. Weight 96 grs. 
Finenesa 20 cts. Type like the latest half-sovereigns of 
Henry VIII. The king in robes, with crown with a single arch, 
seated on throne with plain round back which reaches np 
to hia head, the sides of the back fluted, tho figure of an 
angel on each arm of the tbrone, the king's hands resting on 
his knees, sceptre in his right hand, orb in his left, rose 
under his feet. Rev. plain square shield bearing the arms 
of France and England quarterly, supported by lion and 
dragon, the former crowned, a crown above the shield with 
one ornamented arch Burmoanted by orb and cross. Under 
the shield a tablet which is inscribed HE, showing that tlie 
reverse dies for these coins were made under Henry VIII. 
1. MM E. EDWARD. 6 D G AG FRAN Z HIB REX. 
Rev. IHS AVTEM TRANSIENS PERMEDI ILLOR 
IBAT. E under shield. Mascle after every word except 
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Ag, two after Edward, three after Eex. (68) MB. Wt. 
95.9 grs. 2. Same but AVTE TRANSIE. fl under 
shield. Nomaacleafterltsorlbat. MB. 3. As No. 1 but 
rev. legend as 2, no letter under shield, mascle before rev. 
MM and after Per. MB. i. MM arrow. Large cross 
above king's crown. Legends as 2. Mascle after Edward 
and every word on rev., two after every other word on obv. 
MB. Wt. 86-3 grs. See Rud. vii. 3, which, however, has 
the tablet inscribed ER, and reads MED for Medi. 

CROWK. Value 5«. We!ght 48 grs. Fineness 20 ds. 
Type like those of Henry VIII. Obv. rose crowned, 
between E and R each crowned, Eov. shield with arms, 
crowned, between letters crowned. 1. MM obv. arrow, rev. 
annnlet enclosing pellet. RVTILANS ROSA SINE 
SPINE. Rev. DEI GRA AGL FRA Z HIE REX. h 
and R, each crowned, on each side of the shield. Two 
maacles after each word on obv., seven after spine. (69) 
MB. Wt. 46 grs. The obverse and reverse are transposed 
in the plate. 2. Obv. from the same dio as the last. Rev. 
MM arrow. EDWARD 6 D G AG FR Z HIB RES. E 
and R, each crowned, on each aide of the shield, Mascle 
after Rex, two after every other word. Wt. 48 grs. These 
two coins are believed to be unique. Both belonged 
to Capt. Murchison, and are described by him in Num. 
Chron., xx. 187. The former is in bad condition, and it ia 
not quite as clear on the coin as it is represented in the plate 
whether the distinguishing letter at the side of the rose on 
the obverse is an E or an h, while it is clear that that on the 
reverse is an h, and that the reverse die therefore was 
engraved under Henry VIII ; but Capt. Murchison expressly 
states that the obverses of the two coins are from the same 
die, and wheu they appeared at his sale in 1864 it is evident 
that no doubt was entertained of their both belonging to 
Edward VI, as the former was bought for £50 for tho British 
Museum, and the latter (which we have not seen) fetched as 
much as £S3. 



HALF-CROWNS. Valrte 2s 6d. Weight 24 grs. Fine^ 
•nets 20 cis. Type like the crowESj but tlie crown over the 
rose on obv. is much smaller, and the letters E and B ivhich 
are on each side of the rose on obv. and of the shield on 
rev. are not crowned, MM arrow. RVTILANS ROSA 
SINE SPINE. Rev. EDWARD 6 D G AG FR Z HI 
REX. Rud. vii. 13. MB. Wt. 22 grs. Ext rare. 

SECOND COINAGE. On the 2-1111 Jan., 1548, it was 
declared by proclamation that the king had caused new 
coins of gold and silver to be made at the same values as 
the last issue. In this proclamation no mention is made of 
an improvement in the standard, and it may therefore refer 
only to a new issue of coins identical with those already in 
circulation. Several patterns for coins of various types were 
however made in and about this year. (See Rud. vii. 7, 11, 
12, 14; viii. 3; JVwm. Ckrmi. xx. 188.) And by an inden- 
ture of the year 1549 the fineness of the coins was some- 
what improved by being restored to that established in 
1544, though at the same time they were considerably 
reduced in weight. The lb. of gold of 22 cts. fine and 
2 cts. alloy was now to be coined into £34 by tale, into 
Bovereigns at 20s a piece, and crowns at 5s, with their 
halves. In the same year the French Crowns of the Sun, 
which had been made current by Henry VIII at 4s 6d, were 
on the Ist Aug. raised to 7s, and on the Ist Dec. reduced to 
68 id. The pieces which remain to os of this coinage are 
as follows : — 

TREBLE SOVEREIGN. Value £,3. Weight 508-^ gra. 
Fiiieness 22 cts. Soutfwaek. Type like the last half- 
sovereigns, except that the king has no robes, and holds 
a sword instead of a sceptre in his right hand. The back 
of the throne is chequered, and there is no rose under 
the king's feet. There are scroll ornaments round the 
tablet under the shield on the reverse, which is inscribed 
EB. MM on both sides y, for Sir John Yorke, master of 
the mint at Southwark. Legends EDWARD VI DEI 
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GU&. AGL FRAN ET HIBER REX. Rev. IHS 
AVTEM TRANSIENS PERMEDI ILLOR IBAT. Rnd. 
vii. 1. MB. Wt. 505 grs. It is probable tbat this 
is only a pattern, as there is no reason to sappose that coins 
of this denomination were made current in this reign. 

SOVEREIGN. Value £1. Weight 169^ grs. Fine- 
ness 22 ds, London. Same as the £3 piece but MM arrow, 
which seems to be the mark of Sir Martin Bowes, master 
of the mint in the Tower of London from the 18th year 
of Henry Vii I, and in the first year of Edward VI. It 
does not clearly appear when ho ceased to hold that office, 
but it was probably about the third year of Edward VI, 
when we find some other persons named as Commissioners 
for performing its duties. The an-ow appears to have been 
adopted by him in reference to his own name. Legends 
as £3 piece but HIB, MEDIVM. MB. "Wt. 168-2 gra. 
Op with no MM on obv., FRANCI ET HIB, PER MEDIV 
ILLORV. (70) MB. Wt.l67i grs. 

SouTHWAKK. Same as the £3 piece in all respects. 
MB. Wt. 171'S grs. Or with the back of the throne 
raised higher than the king's head, EDWARD VI D G 
AGL FRAN ET HIB REX, cinquefoil after Rex. Other- 
wise as the £3 piece. Rud. vii. 2. MB. Wt. 169 grs. 

HALF-SOVEREIGN. Value lOs." Weight 84^? grs. 
Fineness 22 cts. London. 1. Obv. Bast in profile to right, 
uncrowned, young face, very short hair, plain armour. MM 
arrow. SCVTVM FIDEI PROTEGET EVM. Rose 
after each word. Rev. Oval shield crowned and garnished, 
between E R. MM arrow. EDWARD VI D G AGL 
FRA Z HIB RES. Diamond-shaped stops between the 
words. MB. Wt. 83-2 grs. 2. Same, but MM the figure 
S. MB. (71) This MM has sometimes been called a bow. 
3. Same as 1, but the king's head crowned and the legends 
transposed. MB. Wt. 82'8 grs, 4. Same as 3, but the 
king's crown is larger, cinqucfoils rather than roses after 
each word on rev., one before Scutuin. MB. Wt., though 
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in fair preservatioa, only 76'7 gra. 5. As 3, tut MM b 
perhaps in reference to the armorial bearings of Sir M.'* 
Bowes, slight drapery over armour on breast, einqiiefoils 
rather than roses between the words on rev., none after 
Eum. MB. Wt. 82-9 grs. 6. As 3, but MM grappling 
iron, slight drapery as on the last coin, rose after each word 
on both sides. MB. Wt. 79'7grs. It does not appear 
what this MM refers to, but it occurs also on one of 
the latest half-aovereigna of Henry YIII with the young 
portrait. 7. Same aa 3, but with MM martlet on both 
flidea, and dots between tte words. EVANS. Wt. 83 gra, 

SouTHW'AEK. Same as London No. 1 but MM Y, for Sir 
John Torke. MB. Wt. 81 gra. Or with no rose after 
Eum, Rud. vii. 8, IfB. Wt. 81'2grs. Or with head crowned, 
as London No. 3, with rose before Scutum and after every 
word on rev. MB. Rud. vii. 4, where the rose after Euia- 
is omitted. 

CROWNS. Value be. Weight 42 j% gra. Fin&)icsa2'. 
LONDOS. With uncrowned bead, same as No. 1 
sovereign of this coinage, but MM arrow on obv. only, ] 
for Fra, diamond-shaped stops on both sides, no roses. MB 
Wt, 39'7 gra. Or with crowned head, same as No. 3 1 
sovereign of this coinage, rose after Scutum and Fidei onlyJ 
(72) MS. Wt. 41 i grs. 

SODTHwAfiK. With uncrowned head, same as the Lond<a 
crown but MM Y. Rud. vii. 9. Or reading FRA. M3i 
Wt. 41i gra. With crowned head, same as No. 3 half- ' 
sovereign of this coinage, but MJI Y, PROTEG for Protogefc, 
diamond-shaped stops both sides, no roses. Rud. vii, 5. 
MB. Wt. 40-8 grs. Or vrith MM Y on obv. only, omitting 
ER, and reading PROTEGET. TEOItBUBN. Or with 
rev. MM y, legend SCVTV FIDEI PROTEGET EVH., 
Rose after Scutu. MB. Wt. 41-9 { 

HALF - CROWNS. Value 2s M. Weight 21^^ , 
Fineness 22 cts. Losdon. Bust with uncrowned head, , 
No. 1 half-sovereign of this coinage, MM arrow, SCVTV 
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FIDEI PROTEGET ETM. Rev. aa Bame tut omitting 
ERat sides of shield, no MM, EDWAR VI D G AGL FR 
Z H R. Diamond -shaped stops oa both sides. Rud. vU. 10. 
MS. Wt. 20-3 grs. With crowned head, MM arrow, 
EDWARD VI D G AG FR Z HI RES. Rev. aa last 
but SCVTVM PIDEI PROTEGET EVM. Stops as I 
MB. Wt. 20-7 gi-a., or reading PROTE. Rud. vii. 6. Or 
with MM grappling iron, obv. legend SCVTVM FIDEI 
PROTEG EVM. Rev. EDWARD VI D G AG FR Z H 
REX. MB. Wt. 207 grs. 

SoDTilWAHK. With uncrowned head, same as London but 
MMY; PROTEGE, AG, RE. ifB. Wt. 20-1 grs. Orwith 
crowned head, MM Y, EDWARD VI D G A F Z H RES. 
Rev. SCVTVM FIDEI PROTE EVM. Very largo letters, 
diamond-shaped stops. (73) MB. Wt. 21i grs., o 
HI, and PROTEG :EV: THOUBJJRN. 

THIRD COINAGE. In the year 1550 tho old standard 
of gold, namely 23 cts, Z\ grs. fine gold to i gr. alloy, which 
had always been need from the first coinage of Edward III 
down to the year 1544, was restored, by commission directed 
to Sir Edmund Peckham, Sir John Torke, and others. The 
pound weight of this gold was to be coined into £28. \Gs by 
tale, and the coins to be struck were sovereigns of the value 
of 24g each, and angels at 8« each, with their respective 
halves. It would seem, however, that this restoration of 
the old standard and weight of the coins, notwithstanding 
tho increase in their nominal value, was a greater strain 
than the Treasury could well bear, and extremely few coins 
of this description were strack, or at all events have como 
down to us. Tho mint-mark upon a!! of them is a bird's 
head. The first commissioner of the mint at this time was 
Sir Edmund Peckham, Knt., who was the High Treasurer 
of the mint from tho reign of Henry VIII to that of 
Elizabeth ; and as the croat of the Peokhams of Nyton in 
Sussex is an ostrich, it is probable that Sir E, Peckham 
mny have belonged to the same family, and that the miut- 
mark on these coins may be derived from his crest 
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DOUBLE SOVEREIGN. Value 48s. Wr.lght k 
StuTidard fineneas. Obv. king seated, holding sceptre i 
globe, in robes, with crown with a single arch, back of the"™ 
throne chequered, with jewelled sides. At each side of the 
throne is a eolurau supporting an ornamental cross, as on 
Henry VIII's sovereigns. The legs and seat of the thi-one 
are hidden by the king's robes. Under his feet is a port- 
ctdlia, and round the field, within the inner circle, is a 
tressure with a trefoil at each angle and a dot in each arch. 
MM ostrich bead. EDWARD " VI ' D J G J ANGLIE 
FRANCIE ■ Z : HIBERN ; REX' Rev. shield with arms 
as usual upon a largo double rose, within a double tressure 
of ten arches, two small crosses in each spandril, all within 
an inner circle. MM ostrich head. IHESV" AVTEM J 
TRANSIENS ; PER ; MEDIVM ; ILLORVM ; IBAT " 
MB. 475grs. OrreadingHIBERNIB. Rud.viii.l. 504gra. 
It does not appear that coins of this denomination were 
issued for general circulation, and the difference between 
the weights of these two coins makes it probable that they 
were both intended only for patterns. 

SOVEREIGN. Value 2is. We!gkt 240 grs. Standard 
Ji7ieness. Exactly the same as the double sovereign reading 
HIBERNIE, with two salfcires after Rex and Ibat. {74) Bud. 
viii. 2. MB. 237-3 grs. 

HALF-SOVEREIGNS of this coinage are not known. 

ANGEL. Value 8s. Weight 80 grs. Stajidard finer, 
Type similar to the angels of Henry VIII. MM on botj 
sides ostrich head. EDWARD ^ VI J D J G J AGL ; FRA i 
Z " HIB : REX \ Rev. PER : CRVCE" TVAM J SALVaI 
NOS ; XPE " RED ; . a to left of cross, rose to right. (7H 
Rud.viii.4. MB. Wt.81-4grB. OrFR", REDE;. EVAlf^ 
One sold in 1865 is said to have MM sun on both sides, bid 
this ia probably a mistake. It brought £32. Num. Ghrt 
N. S., V. 320. 

ANGELET. ValucA^s. Weif,U A-d grs. Standard finene*^ 
Same as the angel, bot reading A F Z HI REX. Rev. PE 
CRV TVA SALVA NOS XPE. Eud. viii. 5. Exl. : 
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FOURTH COINAGE. This was issued by virtue of an 
indenture of the year 1552, by which coins of two different 
standards of fineness were to be struck, namely, eovereigus, 
angels, and angelets, of the old standard, and sovereigna, half- 
sovereigns, crowns, and half-crowns, of the metal which is 
called crown gold, as having been first used for the crowns 
and half-crowns when they were introduced in 1526, namely, 
22 cts. fine, and 2 cts. alloy. The coins of the old standard 
were to be made of the same weight as before, but their 
nominal value was raised, as sovereigns were to be curreut 
for 30s, angels for 10s, and balf-angela for 5b. If, however, 
any coins of this standard were made by virtue of this 
indentnre, they mast have been of the same type as those 
of the last coinage, and have bomo tho same mint-mark, 
and are, therefore, nndistinguishablo from them. A pouud 
weight of crown gold was to bo made into thirty-three sove- 
reigns at 20» a piece, or 132 crowns, with their respective 
halves. The coins of this metal were the following : — 

SOVEREIGN. Vahce 20s. Weight 17-l-^j grs. Fineness 
22 cts. Obv. Three-quarter length of king in profile to 
right, crowned, in figured armour, sword in right hand, orb -. 
in left. The crown has two arches, and is surmounted by a'- 
cposa. Rev. same as sovereign of second coinage. 

London. MM ton, from the last syllable of the name of 
Throgmorton, master of the mint in the Tower. EDWARD 
VI D G AGL FRA Z HIRER REX. Rev. IHS AVTE 
TRANCI PER MEDIV ILLOR IBAT. Rud. viii. 6. MB. 
Or IHS AVTEM TRANSIE PERMEDI ILLORV IBAT. 
MB. 

SoDTHWABK. MM y for Sir John Torke. Same as 
London but FRAN Z HIB. Rev. IHS AVTEM TRANCI 
PERMEDI ILLOR IBAT. (76) MB. 

HALF-SOVEREIGN. Valu^ 10s. Weight 87^gr8. 
Fiiicness 22 cts. Obv. type as sovereign. Rev. squai-e 
shield crowned between E R. 

LosDON. MM ton. EDWARD VI D G AGL FRA 
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Z HIB EEX. Rev. IHS AVTEM TRANSIE PER 
MEDI ILLO IBAT. Diamond-shaped stops on each aide. 
Interior of crown on rev. frosted. MB. Or ILLOR. 
EVANS. Or HIRER, TRANCI, ILLOR. Rad. vili. 7. 
MB. Or with the crown not froBted, FKANCI, HIB, 
TRANSIENS, ILLOR. MB. 

SooTHWiRK. MM y. Seme as the first of London, but rev. 
crown not frosted, IHS AVTE TRANCI PERMED ILLO 
IBA. MB. 

CROWN. Value 5b. Weight 43^ grg. Fnieness 22 cts. 
Same as the London half-sovereign, MM ton, with the 
crown not frosted, but reading FRA, and rev. legend 
SOVTVM FIDEI PROTEGET EVM. (77) Rud. viii. 
8. MB. 

HALF-CROWN. Valm286d. Weight 21 ^j grs. Fine- 
neaa 22 de. Same as crown, but legends EDWARD VI 
D G A FR Z HIB REX. Rev. SCVTVM FIDEI 
PROTEG EVM. Rud. viii. 9. MB. 

Edward VI's gold coins are all rare. Only two crowns 

of the first coinage are known, and the half-crown is 

.""• ,- estremely rare, A sovereign of the third coinage, "pre- 

:,.-'snmed to be the finest known," was sold at Captain 

Morchiaon's sale, in 1864, for £90 ; but Mr. Forster's, in 

i8, only realized £21. 5s. Angela have sold for from 
£21. 10s to £41. 10s; and a half-crown of the last coinage, 
at Captain Murchison'a sale, brought £12. 5s. 

The only mints which appear to have been used for gold 
s in this reign are those of the Tower and of Sonthwark, 
the coins of the latter place being distinguishable by bearing 
the MM Y or y, the initial of the master of the mint in that 
place, Sir John Yorke. 
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Mart, 1553 to 1558. 



Qaeen Mary Bucceecled to the throne on the 6th of July, 
1553, and althongh she debased the silver coins, she com- 
pleted the restoration of the standard of tho gold coins, 
which her brother had so nearly accomplished, by abolishing 
tho coins of " crown gold," which had been made under the 
indenture of 1552. By a proclamation of the 20th August, 
1553, and an indenture of the same date made with Thomas 
Egerton, Thomas Stanley, and others, it was ordered that 
the gold coins to be thenceforth made were to be the sove- 
reign, which was to be cun'ent for 30s j the half-sovereign, 
to be called the royal of gold, aod to be current for 15s; 
the angel at 10s; and the half-angel at Ss. All to beof fino 
gold, i.e., of the old standard, 23 cts. 3i grs, fine gold to 
i gr. alloy. By a proclamation of the 4th of March, 1563-4, 
the following foreign gold coins were made current through- 
out the kingdom, and were ordered to be paid and received, 
on pain of imprisonment, at the rates feed, namely, the 
French crown of the sun at Gs id; the crown of the 
Emperor's coin at the same mte; the double ducat of Spain, 
with two faces, at 13s id; the single ducat at 6s 8rf; pro- 
vided in all cases they were of just standard, weight, and 
fineness. And to these were added by a proclamation of 
May 4th, 1554, three Portuguese coins — the single crusade, 
with the long cross, at 6s 8d ; tha same with the short cross, 
at the same rate; and tho pistolett at 6s2d. The following 
are the descriptions of the coins struck by virtue of the 
indenture of 1553, They are all rare. 

SOVEREIGNS. Value SOs. Weigld 240 gra. Standard 
fineness. Obv. exactly lite the sovereigns of the third 
coinage of Edward TI, but with the queen's figure sub- 
stituted for the king's, and with no MM. Eev. Shield with 
arms as nsual upon a large double rose, within the inner 
circle. l.SMARIASSDSG^ANG-FEA Z^HIB^REGINAS 



M«D°Lin. Rev.ASDNOFACTV"EST;iSTV"Z°EST° 
MIHA - IN S OCVL I NEIS " A pomegranate, the badge of 
the house of Aragon from which the queen's mother waa 
descendecl, is placed after Marin and Dno. Eud. ix. 1. 
MB. 2. Same, but with two annulets after Nria. MB, 3. 
Same as 1, but a half-roae instead of pomegranate after 
Maria and Ihio, dots instead of annulets on rev., one dot 
after Dno, none after In, two after Nris. MB. 4. Same 
as last, but legends : MARIA : : D.G. ANG. FRA. Z: 
niBERNIE:EEGINA: Hev. A: DNO. FACTV. EST: 
ISTV. Z:EST;MIRA. INOCVL:NRIS: (78) MB. 5. 
Similar to 1, but date MDLIIH. BASELEIGE. Unique? 

RYAL. Vahi^ 15s. Weight 120 grs. Standard fine- 
nesB. Obv. Queen standing in a ship, full face, crowned ; 
her right hand holds a sword, her loft supports a shield 
bearing the arms of France and England. Above her head 
is the top-castle, below which is a yard-arm and sail. Two 
ropes from tho mast to the stem, four to the prow, which 
is on the queen's right. At the prow is a flag marked M, 
and there is a rose on the side of tie ship, which is 
ornamented by dots and one annulet. Legend aa first 
Bovereign. Pomegranate between two annulets after Maria, 
annulet after every other word except G, and after M and I 
Rev. like the ryals of Edward IV and Henry VIII, withi 
a double tressuro (if eight arches is a cross, the centr 
concealed by a rose upon a sun, the extremities comiceSn 
and ending in a lis between two cartouches; a lion, and a 
crown above him, in each quarter; the whole within an 
inner circle. A C DNO " FACTV " EST I ISTVD " Z " EST " 
MIRABI " IN ° OCVL " NRI " Rud. ix. 2, where NRIS is 
erroneously substituted for NBI. (79) MB, Bxt. rare, 
A fine specimen was sold for £63 at Capt. Morchison's* 
sale in 1864; and Mr. Cuff's brought £80 in 1854. Collecto 
must beware of forgeries of this coin. 

ANGELS. Value 10s. Weight 80 grs. Standard fiiu 
•neis, TypQ like those of Henry VIII and Edward "' 
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witl M to left, rose to right of cross on re7. 1. Af AB TA ° 
°D'>G''ANG°FRA''ZCHIB<' BEGIN" Rev. A^DNO" 
FACTV " EST ° ISTVD Z " EST % MIRAJ3I " Z" This last 
Z is an abbreviation for etcetera. Pomegranate after Maria 
and ^er Istud. Rud. ix. 3, where the stops are not 
accurately marked. MB. 2. Same, bat REGI for Regia, 
annulet before Maria, only ono after it. TEOBBURN. 
3. As 2, with annulet also before A, only one after the first 
Est, two before the second Eat, one at end of rev, legend. 
MB. 4. As 1, but dots instead of aniiuleta, one dot each 
side of each pomegranate, EEGINA, one dot before A and 
after each word on rev. MB. 5. As 1, but the legend on 
the obverse is entirely in Roman letters, and reads REGI. 
Half-rose ? after Maria, dot after every other word on obv. 
Rev. Pomegranate between two dots after Istud, dot before 
A and after every word. EVANS. On alt her other coins 
most of the letters are old English. Mare, 

HALF.ANGELS. Value bs. Weight 40 grs, Sttmdari 
fineness. Type as the angels. MAIil A D ° G "' A ° FR " Z ° 
HIB " REGI. Rev. A ° DNO ° FACTV - EST ™ ISTVD % Z % 
(for etcetera). Pomegranate after Maria and Est. (80) MB. 
Eud. ix. 4, whore the stops are slightly different. Very 
rare. Capt. Murchison's sold for £51, but Mr. Cuff's went 
for £5. 5s. 

The queen was married to Philip of Spain on the 25tli 
of July, 1654, and as he was given the title of King of 
England, the legends of the coins had to bo altered. This 
was done by virtue of a Proclamation of the 26th of 
December following, but the coins with the altered legend 
are rare. Philip is said to have brought with him to 
England an enormous quantity of coined gold and silver as 
well as of bullion, and it may bo that these foreign coins, 
having a legal currency by virtue of the proclamations of 
the March and May previous, made it unnecessary to under- 
take any large coinage of English gold, Tho only gold coins 
known of Philip and Mary are angels and half-angcls. 
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ANGELS. Similar in all respects to the previous ones, 
but with P and M, instead of M and rose, to left and right of 
cross on reverse, and having a lis for MM both on obv. 
and rev. The legends are, 1. PHILIP. Z. MARIA. D. 
G. REX. Z. REGIN. Rev. A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. 
ISTVD. Z. EST. MIRABI. MB. 2. Legend same, but 
REGINA, MIRABILE. Two dots between every word 
on obv., one after Regina, before and after A, and after 
Dno andZ; two after Factum, Est, Istud, and Est. (81) 
Rud. ix. 5. MB. 8. Same as 1, but REGINA. A, 
MIRAB. Two dots after Z, Maria, Factum, Istud, Z, Est. 
None after Mirab. THORBURN. 4. Same as last, but 
REGINA : AN., MIRABILE. Dot between all the words 
and after An, two after Z, Maria, Z, Regina, Factum, Est, 
and Istud. MB. Rare. 

HALF-ANGEL. Exactly like the angels. PHILIP. Z. 
MARIA. D. G. REX. Z. REGI, Rev. A. DNO. FACTVM. 
EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. MIR (82) Rud. ix. 6. MB. 
Ra/re. 

Money for the use of King Philip's foreign dominions 
seems also to have been coined at the Tower during this 
reign. See Strype's "Annals,'' vol. i. p. 27. 
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Elizabeth, 1558 to 1602. 

Elizabeth succeeded to tlie throne on the 17th Kov. 1658. 
She was in the habit afterwards of boasting that aho had 
restored the coinage to the proper standard ; but the boast 
was tnie only as regarded the silver coins. The old standard, 
23 eta. 3i grs. fine gold to 4 gr. alloy, had been the only one 
used for the gold coins during Mary's reign; but Elizabeth, 
by her first proclamation, dated Dec. 31st, 1558, re-intro- 
duced a baser currency by ordering a gold coinago similar 
in all respects to that of 1552, namely sovereigns, angels, 
and angelets of the old standard at 3Qs, 10s, and 5s, 
respectively, and sovereigns, half-sovereigns, crowns, and 
half-crowns of "crown" gold, viz., 22 eta. fine, at 20s, 10s, 
6s, and 2s 6d respectively, and all of the same weight as in 
1552. 

In the indenture of the 8th Nov., 1560, ryals of the old 
standard at 15s each wero added to the list, and haK-crowns 
were not mentioned, though they nevertheless continued to 
be coined; and on the 4th of March, 1561-2, the nominal value 
of all the current coins, both of gold and silver, was reduced, 
Of those of fine gold, the sovereign was now to be current for 
203, the ryal for 10s, the angel for 6s 8d, and the angelet for 
Sa ■id ; and of crown gold, the sovereign for 13s 4d, the half- 




Bovereign for 6s 8d, the crown for 3fl id, and the half-croi 
for Is 8d. By the indenture, however, of the 19th Api 
1572, made with John Lonisou, only three gold coins 
to be made, namely, angels, angeleta, and quarter angels, of 
the old standard and the same weight as before, and these 
were to be current at their old values of 10s, 5s, and 2e 
respectively. 

On the 19th Dec, 1578, a commission was made out, 
authorizing Lonison slightly to debase the coins, making 
the gold 23 eta, 3^ grs. fine instead of 23ct3. 3^ grs. j and 
a pound weight of gold, which had hitherto boon coined into 
£36 by tale, was now to be coined into £36. Is IQ^d, so 
that the angel would now weigh 79iJ grs . instead of 80 gra. 
In 1582-3, however, by an indenture with Bichard Martin, 
the old standard and weight were restored, and the coinage 
was to be as ordered in 1572, and in 1583-1 half-sovereigns 
and sovereigns, under the name of nobles of 15s a-piece, 
and double nobles of 30s a-piece, were again ordered to 
be coined. In 1592 or 1593 another commission was 
granted to Martyn (now Sir Uichard, and spelling his name 
with a y} to recommence the coinage of " crown" gold 
ordered at the beginning of the reign. 

On the 29th of July, 1601, the weight of the money bol 
of gold and silver was somewhat reduced, a commiasii 
being granted to Sir R- Martyn and his son for making 71 
instead of 72 angels out of a pound weight of gold of the 
standard, and 33^ instead of 33 sovereigns out of a pouii( 
of crown gold, and the other coins in proportion, 
retaining the same nominal value as they had had before. 

The following is a description of the coins which w( 
struck by virtue of these several indentures and conn 
mieaions. We have enumerated only the coins we actually 
know to exist, but the liat might no doubt be made more 
complete. 

SOVEREIGNS. 1558 to 1561. Value SOs. Weight 
240 gra. Standard fineness. Type ob before ; obv.> queen 
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Beated on ttrone, crowned and robed, holding sceptrs and 
globe, back of tlie throne chequered, jewelled sides, column 
at each side sapporting ornamented cross, portcullis under 
queen's feet. The tressure round the field is divided by 
tlio hack of the thi-one. Rev. square shield bearing arms 
of Prance and England quarterly on a large double rose 
within a double treasure of ten ai'clies, all within the inner 
circle. 1. MM lis. ELIZABETH : D : G. ANG. : FRA. Z : 
HIB: REGINA: Rev. A : DNO. FACTV. EST:ISTV. 
Z : EST : MIRABI. IN : OCV. NRI MB. 2. MM cross- 
croBsIet. ELIZABETH : D. G. ANG. FRA. ET HIBE. 
IlEGINA : . Rev. A : DNO. FACTV. EST. ISTVD : ET. 
EST. MIRAB. IN : OCVLIS. liRIS. On this coin, but 
not on the previous one, a chain bangs down on each side 
of the portcullis under the queen's feet. (83) MB. 

Between 1561 when the value of the sovereign of fine 

gold was reduced to 20b, and 1572 when tho mint ceased to 

be authorized to make sovoreigoa at all, none but those of 

1 gold," afterwards described, seem to have been 

struck. 

1584 to 1601. Value, weight and fineaees as in 1558. 
Type as before, except that the tressore on the obverse is 
not divided by the back of the throne, but only by the 
queen's head. There is a chain from each side of the 
portcuUis, but not exactly like that on the coin with MM 
cross-crosslet. MM : A : ELIZABETH : D. G. ANG. FRA. 

IET : HIB. REGINA Rev. MM . A. A. DNO. FACTV. 
EST. ISTVD. ET. EST. MIRAB. IN. OCVLIS. NRS 
MB. MM scallop; as last, without the dot on each aide 
of the reverse MM ; MB. Or having the sides of the back 
of the throne ornamented with lis instead of jewels, annulets 
instead of dots within the chequers on the back, one dot 
after each word on obv., and first four and last on rev. ; MB. 
Or reading NRIS, sides of back of throne ornamented with 
annulets, dots within the chequers, one dot after obv. MM 
and after each word on both aides. JO, MM crescent; 
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like A but reading OCVL, sides of back of throne orna- 
mented witli annulets, one dot each side of obv. MM and 
between each word. MB. The MM on rev. ia struck over 
a scallop. MM ton ; like A but reading OCVLj dot after 
each word except Aug and Istud. MB. Rud. ix. 8. 

Wb know of none struck after 1600. 

SOVEREIGNS. 15G1 to 1572. Value 13s 4d. Weight 
17i-^ffre. Fineness 22 els. The coinage of sovereigns of 
crown gold was authorized in 1558, but none appear to have 
been actually struck before 1561-2, when their value was 
reduced froui 20s to 13s 4d. They are of a type very 
different from that of the coins of fine gold, having on the 
obverse the queen's bust to left, crowned, with ruff and ermine 
mantle, within an inner circle formed of a single line and 
touched only by the breast of the bust. Bev. Shield, 
slightly garnished, crowned, bearing arms of France and 
England, between the letters E E, within an inner circle 
which is pierced by the top of the crown. MM rose. 
Legends ELIZABETH : D. G. ANG. FRAN. ET : HIB. 
REGINA. Rev. IHS. AVTEM : TR.ANS. PER : MEDIV. 
ILLOR. IBAT. Rud. x. 11. Very Tare. 

1592 to 1601. Value 20s. Weight IT+i'V^rs. Fineness 
22ct8. In 1572 the coinage of crown gold was stc 
but it was restored in 1592. The sovereigns s 
coined are like the former ones in general type, but the 
queen's bust is much larger and reaches down to the inner 
circle, which is pierced above by her crown. There is no 
ermine mantle, but the dress is richly ornamented ; the hair 
flows down over both stoulders, the crown on both sides 
has high pointed arches, and the E and R on the reverse are 
smaller than on the earlier coins. The inner circle on both 
sides ia beaded instead of being a mere line. Legends 
ELIZABETH C D " G " ANG ' FRA " ET % HIB " REGINA ' 
Rev. SCVTVM S FIDEI I PROTEGET % EAM " MM obv. 
lion and ton, rev. ton. (84) MB. The lion MM belongs 
to the yeara 1566 and 1567, the ton to 1592-6; how they 
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come to be united on tliia coin is diffiealt to understand. 
MM ton ; dot after each word on obr., two after Et, rev. 
a3 last. MB. MM woolpack, annulet after each word. 
MB. See Rud, i. 3, wliich reads Hi. MM obv. woolpacbj 
rev. key ; dot after eacb word on obv., two after Elizabeth, 
D, and Etj annulet after each word on rev. MB. MM 
key, same, but two dots after Elizabeth, Et, and Hib, one 
after every other word on both sides. MB. MM anchor, 
as last, but ornaments on dress a little different. MB. 
MM (signifying the date 1600), dot after every word, 
dress not so elaborately ornamented. MB. 

1601-2. Value 20s. Weight 17 l^f grs. Fineness 22 cts. 
Type and legends as before, dress as on the coin with MM 
0, dot after each word. MM 1 : (for 1601), MB. Rud. 
X. 10. MM 2: (for 1602), MB. The sovereigns of crown 
gold, though less elaborate in design, are better executed 
than those of the old standard, are much neater in appearance, 
and have a graining outside the legend to the edge of the 
coin, in order to show at once if the coin has been clipped. 
Their edges, however, are not milled, and their mint-marks 
are those of the hammered money, to which series all the 
Hovereigns of this reign belong. 

ETALS. 1560 to 1572, and 1584 to 1601. Value 15s or 
10a. Weight 120 gra. Standard fitieness. These, which 
were in fact the half-sovereigns of the old standard, wero 
first ordered in 1560, were reduced to the value of lOs in 
1561-2, were ordered not to be struck in 1572, but were 
restored at 15s each in 1584. The only specimens we have 
seen, however, seem to have been struck about the year 
1584. Their typo is like that of previous ryals, Obv. 
queen standing in a ship, three-quarters to left, crowned, 
sceptre in right hand, globe in left, wearing a ruflf. The 
ship has a very high quarter-deck, from which rises a 
mast with furled sail on yard-arm and three ropes. Mast 
behind queen, yard-arm over her head, two ropes to it from 
prow, three from stern, flag at prow bearing letter 9. Hose 



on Bide of ship, which is adorned, on each side of the rose^ 
with a lion between two lis. Rev. as Mary's lyal, with a 
trefoil in eaf;h spandril of the tressure, 1, MM on rev. only 
.A. Legends ELIZABET. ANGL. MA. D. G. P 0. A. L. 
KEGINA. Egv.IHS.AVT. TRANSIENS.PER.MEDIV. 
ILLORVM. IBAT. N (85) MB. 2. Similar with only two 
ropes to the mast on the quarter-decb, three from prow to 
yard-arm, ELIZAB. D. G. ANG. FR. Z. M. PR. C A. L' 
REGINA. Rev. IKS. AVT. TRANSIENS. PER. MEDIV. 
ILLORVM. IBAT MB. End. x. 1. 3. Type as 1, but 
obv. legend ELIZAB. D. G. AJ^G. FR. ET. HIB REGINA. 
Rev. legend as 2. MB. SeeEud.ix. 7. 4. As last, but MM 
BcaUop ? MB. 6. One said to have ^fW crescent, " very 
fine," was sold at the Whitbourn sale in 1869 for £22, and 
one with the same MM from the Jackson collection in 1872, 
for £9. 78 6d. Num. Chr., N. S., ix. 289 j xii. 220. All 
very rare. 

The legends on the obverses of the two first of these coins 
have not been explained. The N at the end of the reverse 
legend of No I may be compared with the NE at the end o£ 
the reverse legend on Henry VU's sovereign (46), but we 
cannot explain its meaning. It may possibly be a mint- 
mark here, but it does not appear as such on any other 
coin. 

HALF-SOVEREIGNS. I 558 to 1572. Value 10s or 
6s 8d. Weight 87-^j gra. Fineness 22 cts. Not milled. 
These are in type like the first sovereigns of "crown" 
gold, except that the queen is dressed in armour instead of 
an ermine mantle, and that the bust extends nearly down 
to the inner circle, which is beaded. The reverse is also 
similar, but the shield is plain, the crown placed higher in 
the coin, and the inner circle beaded. MM cro88-crOBBlet._ 
ELIZABETH ; D. G. ANG. ERA. ET. HI. REGINA I 
SCVTVM. FIDEI. PROTEGET : EAM Rnd. x. 2. 
MM rose, same but only one dot after Elizabeth, two afh 
each word on rev. (86) MB. MM portcullis, as crosa 
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croaslet but PE, two dots after Elizabeth and Et and 
between words on rev. MB. MM coronet, as last, bub 
SCVTV. MB. Or FK, SCVTVM, EVANS. 

1561 to 1572. Value 6s 8d. Weight and fineness as 
before. Milled. In 1561j about the same time that the 
nominal value of the coins was reduced, a new process of 
coining, by means of the mill and screw, was introduced into 
Engknd from France, apparently by a Frenchman called 
Eloye Mestrell. The old process had been to place the 
blank piece of metal upon a die firmly fixed below, and to 
place another die above it, and then to raise the impressions 
upon it by Btriting the upper die with a hammer. The 
improvement consisted in attaching the upper die to a 
screw, so as to bring it down on the metal below at once 
with greater force and greater accuracy, and at the same 
time the edges of many of the coins so struck were marked 
with straight lines or '* milled," probably by means of 
inclnding the blanks in a collar so marked, shghtly wider 
than themselves, to tho size of which they would expand on 
being struck with the upper die, and which naight be opened 
to take them out. The new process was used for a time 
concurrently with the old, but it was not approved of by the 
officers of the mint, and was but little used after 1572, until 
it was re-introduced in the reign of Charles II, 

The milled half-sovereigns are of similar type to the 
hammered ones, but the queen's bust is larger, and her 
armour much more richly ornamented, and there is no inner 
circle on either side. MM star. ELIZABETH. D. G. 
ANG-. FR. ET. HIB. REGINA Rev. SCVTVM. FIDEI. 
PROTEGET. EAil. Dot before rev. MM, edge plain. 
MB. Or with armourslightlydifFereut, reading FRA. MB. 
Or with armour very slightly different again, reading FRA, 
and having a shght graining on the edge, and the queen's 
crown frosted. (87) MB. Or with different bust, face and 
crown Bmaller, crown on both obv. and rev. has high 
pointed arches, more of bust shown, much richer dress, 



Bhield on reverse larger, coin large, workmansUp altogether 
mucli better, edge grained ; legends as before, with FRA. 
EVANS. MM lis, like the first with MM star, but armour 
rather different, FRA, no dot after Earn or before rev. MM, 
edge milled, coin Bmaller. MB. Eud. x. 7. Rare. 

1592 to 1601, Value 10s. Weight and fineness as hefore. 
Not viilled. Type similar to the first with MM star, but 
dress different, beaded inner circle on both sides, MM ton. 
.ELIZABETH. D. G. ANG. FRA. EX. HI. EEGINA. 
Rev. .SCVTVM. FIDEI. PROTEGET. EAM. MB. 

With much larger bust, greater profusion of hair, crowns 
on both aides have high double arches and pierce inner 
circle. Rich armour. Shield on rev. smaller. Workman- 
ship good. MM ton. ELIZA.B. D. G. ANG. FRA. ET : 
HIB. EEGINA Rev. SCVTVM: FIDEI: PROTEGET: 
EAM. MB. Or reading REGIN-, ono dot after each word 
on rev. (88) MB. Or with bust rather smaller, shield 
on rev. rather larger, crown over it more like that on the 
half-sovereigns with MM cross-crosslet, and legends same. 
MM woolpack. Dot after each word. MB, Rud, x. 4. 
MM key, ELIZAB, HIB. MB. 

1001-2. Value lOs. Weight 86^^ gra. Fhieaess 22 cts. 
Type and legends as the last, dot after each word. MM 1 : 
MB. 

ANGELS. 1558 to 1578. Value 10s or 6s 8d. Weight 
80 grs. Standard fineness. Type as usual, the ship on the 
reverse is sailing to the right, and has two ropes from the 
prow, three from the stern. B and rose at sides of cross, 
MM lis. ELIZABETH: D. G. ANG. FRA. Z. HIB, 
REG. Rev. A: DNO. FACTVM. EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. 
MIRABI. Thin plain inner circle on both aides. EVANS. 
MM lis, ELIZABETH: D. G: ANG. FRA. Z. HIB. 
EEGI. Rev. A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. ISTVD. Z. EST. 
MIRABI. Beaded inner circle on obv,, thin plain one on 
MB. On all the rest of the angels the inner circle on both 
Bides is beaded. MM croBS-croaslet. ELIZABETH. D. G. 



AKG. PEA. ET. HIB. REGINA. Rev. A. DNO. 
FACTVM. EST. ISTVD : ET EST. MIRABI. MB. 
Eud. ix. 9 reads FR, and the stops on rev. are different, 
MM coronet ; obv. as last, but reading FR and witK three 
dots after Regina. Rev. as last, with one dot after Dno, 
two after every other word, MB. MM ermine. ELI15A- 
BETH: D. G. ANG. FR. ET : HI. REGKA Rev. A: 
DNO: FACTYM: EST: ISTVD : ET: EST: MIRABI. 
Ship sailing to left instead of right. (89) MB. Or reading 
HIB. MB. MM acorn, same, reading HI, but with no 
stops before Istud. MB. This specimen ia countermarked, 
but with what arms is not clear. MM cinquefoil, same as 
ermine, reading HI, only one dot after Dno. MB, 

1578 to 1582. Value 10s. Weight 79?f grs. Fineness 
23 cts. 3J: grs. Type as before, ship is always saihng to the 
right. MM plain cross, legends as ermine with HI. MB. 
Or with only one dot after Factum, Est, Et, and Est. MB. 
MM aword, legends as ermine with HI. MB. MM bell, 
same. MB. This last may have been struck either before 
or after the restoration of the old standard, as the bell MM 
was used from 1582 to 1581. 

1582 to 1601. Value 10s. Weight 80 grs. Standard 
fineness. Typo as before, ship sailing to right. MM A, 
ELIZABETH: D. G. ANG. FR. ET : HI. REGINA. 
Rev. A: DNO: FACTVM: EST: ISTVD: ET: EST: 
MIRABI. MB. MM scallop, same, but only one dot after 
A. MB, MM crescent, aame as the last. MB. MM hand, 
as A, with only one dot after A. MB. MM ton, as A, with 
no dot after Regina, nor before Istud, and reading, by a 
blunder, MIRARI for Mirabile; with no dot after it. MB. 
MM key, as A, with only one dot after each word on obv., 
and after A on rev., and the sbip has no bowsprit. MB. 
MM 0, as A, but no stops after the last four words on 
obv., HIB for HI, no stops before latnd, the ship on the 
reverse is smaller than usual. MB. 

Wo do not know of any angels struck after the reduction 
of weight in IGOl. 

9 
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ANGELETS. Theso correspond in value, weight, and 
fineness, with the angels, and are of exactly the same type, 
except that there is only one rope to the mast from the 
prow, and two from the stern, and that the ship is always 
sailing to the right. 

1558 to 1578. Valm bs or 3« 4d. Weight 40 grs. 
Standard fineness. MM cinquefoil. ELIZABETH: D: 
G: ANG: FR : ET HI REGINA Rev. A. DNO. 
PACTVM. EST: ISTVD ET. EST MIRA : EVANS. 

1578 to 1582. Value 5s. Weight 39f? grs. Fineness 
23 cts. SI grs. MM plain cross. ELIZABETH : D : G : 
ANG: FR: ET : HI: REGINA Rev. A: DNO: 
FACTVM : EST : ISTVD : ET : EST : MIRA (90) MB. 
MM sword. ELIZABETH : D. G. ANG. FR. ET. HI. 
REGINA Rev. as cross. MB. MM bell, as sword. 
MB. 

1582 to 1601. Valice 5s. Weight 40 grs. Standard 
fineness. MM scallop. ELIZAB D. G. ANG FR. ET 
HIB REGI Rev. A DNO FACTVM EST ISTVD ET 
EST MIRA Rnd ix. 10. MM crescent, as sword. MB. 
MM hand. ELIZABETH D G ANG FR ET HIB 
REGINA, no stops. Rev. A. DNO FACTV. EST. 
ISTVD. ET. EST. MIRAB. MB. 

Wo do not know of any later angelets than these. The 
hand MM was superseded by the ton in 1592. 

CROWNS. 1558 to 1572. Value 5.9 or Qs 4d, Weight 
^^11 U^'"^' Fineness 22 cts. Not milled. Typo like tbo 
earliest half-sovereigns of ^^ crown ^' gold, p. 1 26. MM. cross- 
crosslet. ELIZABETH : D. G. ANG. FR. ET. HI. 
REGINA Rev. SCVTVM : FIDEI : PROTEGET : EAM 
MB. Or HIB. EVANS. MM lion, same but bust smaller, 
HI., PRTEGET: MB. MM coronet, like the first but 
AN, two dots after Et. MB. 

15(51 /o 1572. Value 'Ss4d. Weight 4o^y 9"^^' Fineness 
22 cts. Milled. Type as the hammered crowns, but bust 
and shield both larger, dress richer, crown over shield 
somewhat different, no inner circle. MM star, ELIZA- 
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BETH. D. G. ANG. PRA. ET. HIB. REGINA Rev. 
SCVTVM. FIDEI. PROTEGET. EAM. Edge plain. 
Rad. X. 8, MB. MM lis, typo like tlia Lammered crowns, 
but crown on rev. rather smaller, plain inner circle on rev. 
only. Legends as last tut Z. HIB. REGI, dot before rev. 
MM. Edge plain, (91) MS. Or ■witli edge grained, exactly 
like the milled half-soveroign MM lis, but reading FIDIEI. 
MB. These milled crowns are rare, and have been sold for 
from £10 to £15. 15s each. 

1592 to ICOl. Value 5s. Weight 43/^ grs. Fineness 
22 ds. Type like the corresponding half-aovereigna, p. 128, 
with an inner circle which is pierced by the crown. MM ton. 
ELIZAB. D. G. ANG. ERA. ET. HIB. REGI. Rev. 
SCVTVM: FIDEI; PROTEGET: EAM MB. MM wool- 
pack, same, but with only one dot between words on rev. 
and reading EA for Eam. MB. Or REGforRegi. Rud. s. 6. 
Or FR, for Era, with MM at end instead of beginning of 
obv. legend. TUORBURN. MM. 0, as last but FR. ET. 
HI : REGINA, dot after Ea. MB. 

1601-2. Value 5s. Weight 42g? grs. Fineness 22 da. 
Like the first with MM woolpack. MM 2 : (92) MB. 

HALF-CROWNS. 1558 to 1572. Value 2s 6d or U 8d. 
Weight 21^^ grs. Fineness 22 cts. Not milled. Typo like 
the corresponding half-sovereigns. Legends ELIZABETH : 
D. G. AN. FR. ET : HL REGINA Rev. SCVTVM: 
FIDEI : PROTEGET : EAM MM crosa-croaslot. THOR- 
BITBN. MM Kon. MB. MM coronet. MB. MMcaatlc, 
same but reading ANG. EVANS. 

1561(0 1572. Value \sM. Weight 1\-^^ grs. Fineness 
22 eta. Milled. Type like the corresponding half-sove- 
reigns, p. 127. Legends as the last lialf-crowns but ANG. 
FRA. ET. HIB., one dot between each word. MM star. MB. 
MM lis. MB, Rud. x. 9. These coins, though struck by 
the mill, have the edges plain. Rare. 

1592(0 1601. Value 2s Gd. Weight 21 f^ grs. Fineness 
22 cts. Typo as corresponding half-sovereigns. Legends 
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ELIZAB. D. G. ANG. FR. ET. HIB. REGI. 
SCVTVM : I'IDEI : PROTEGET ; EAM. MM ton. 
Or with MM ton on re^, only, two dots after Efc. 3fB3 
MM woolpack, as last. MB. Rod. x. 6, which reads HI,] 
PROTEGE. MM 0, as ton, but ET. EI:, only one dot 
after each word on rev. (9S) MB. 

1601-2. Value 2s Gd. Weight 21gf gra. Fineness 2 
Type and legends like the first with MM ton, one dai 
between words on rev. MM 2 : MB. Or with EA fo^ 
EAM. TSOBBUBN. 

QUARTER ANGELS. These correspoud in e^ 
respect with the angelets. They are not mentioned in 
indentures for the coinage before 1572, but a few exist with 
the rose MM, the date o£ which is 15G5. If these are noti 
pattemSj it proves that quarter angels, like half-crowngJ 
were coined under the indenture of 1560 although now 
mentioned therein. The legends on all are ELIZABETH 
D G ANG FRAKCIE. Rev- ET HIBERNIE REGINA 
FIDEL 

1558 lo 1578. Value 2s Gd or U 8d. Weight 20 graJ 
Standardfineness. MM rose. EVANS. TEORBUBN. 
acorn, two dots after Elizabeth, Ang, Regina, and Fidei, oneS 
after Etand Hibernie. Rad. is. 11. MB. MM cinquefoil^J 
two dots after Elizabeth and Ang and every word on rev. MB^ 

1578 to 1582. Value 2s Gd. Weight n^ grs. Finei 
23 cis. Z\ grs. MM plain cross, two dots between word 
on obv., one after each word on rev. MB. MM bell, samoi 
MB. 

1582 to 1601. Value 2s Gd. Weight 20 grs. Standari 
fineness. MM A, aa cross. MB. MM crescent. BVAI^S', 
MM ton, two dots after Elizabeth, one after Ang i 
between words on rev. (94) MB. 

We do not know of any later quarter angels. 

Besides the English coins above described, a considerably 
number of foreign coins had a legal currency in the kingdom 
during this reign. Those made current by Queen Mai] 
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have been already enumerated. On the 9 th October, 1560, 
the current value of the French and Imperial crowns was 
reduced from 6$ Ad to 68, and that of the Portuguese 
Pistoletts from 6« 2d to 5« lOd, at which latter value four 
other coins, namely two of Spain, one of Venice, and one 
of Florence, were made current under the same name of 
Pistoletts; but on the 15th November, 1561, the legal 
currency of all foreign coins except the French crown 
and the Flemish or Burgundian crown was abolished by 
proclamation, and on the 4th March the value of these last 
was reduced to 4^ each, at which rate they were continued 
during the rest of the reign. 

In the following list of mint-marks the dates are those 
which occur in conjunction with the same mint-mark 
on the sixpences, and other dated silver coins. The mint- 
marks 0, 1, and 2, of which the first has generally been 
called an annulet or circle, obviously refer to the date of 
the year, 1600, 1601, and 1602, in which they were used. 
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star, 1E61.6 
Fleur-dc-lia, 1567-70 
Mollot pierced, 1570 
Castle, 1571 

Mullet, 1574-S . 



Crown, i Crown. 



James I, 1003 to 1625. 

The union of the two crowns by the accession of James 
VI of Scotland to the throne of England, on the 24tli of 
March, 1602-3, is commemorated in various ways upon his 
money. His first coinage was struck by virtue of an 
indenture made with Sir R. Martyn, and dated the 2l8t 
of ilay, 1C03, and was similar to that of the last two years 
of Elizabeth, except that the Scotch title was inserted in 
the legend, and that the shield, which had hitherto borno 
the arms of France in the 6rst and fourth quarters, and 
thoso of England iu the second and third, now bore, 1 and 
4, France and England quarterly J 2, Scotland; 3, Ireland; 
and this arrangement was continued thronghoufc the rcign. 
This first coinage consisted of sovereigns, half-sovereigns, 
crowns, and half-crowns, all of which have for MM the 
Scotch thistle. They are made of "crown" gold, and are 
all rare. 

On the 20th of October 1604, a proclamation was issued 
ordering the title of King of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland to be used on the coins, and on the 1 1th of Novem- 
ber an indenture for a new coinage was made with Sir 
R. Martyn and his son. Crown gold was to be exclnsivoly 
employed, and a pound weight o£ it was to bo made into 
£37. 4,8 by tale. The pieces to bo coined were, the Unite, 
ftt 20«; the double crown, at 10s; the Britain crown, at 
5«; the Thistle crown, at 4^, and the half-crown, at 2s Gd; 
and they were made current on the 16th of the same 
month. The union of the kingdoms is referred to both 
in the names and in Ihe legends of these coins. The 
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Unite reads "Faciam eos in gentem uDam," from Ezekifl 
sxxyii. 22. The Britain crown has "Henricua rosaa regi 
Jacobus," " Henry united the roses, but James unites the 
kingdoms ;" and tlie Thistle crown, which is of a deuom 
tion never coined before or since, "Tucatur unita Deoa/^ 
" May God protect the united (kingdoms)," 

To these coins were added next year, by an indenture ( 
July ICth, 1605, some others of the old standard, namelyJ 
Rose Eialla at 30s, Spur Rialla at 15sj and Angels at lOt.r 
A pound of gold of the old standard was to be made inte 
£4,0. 10s by talc. 

By a proclamation of Nov. 23rd, 1611, the nominal valtM 
of all the gold coina was raised 2< in the £, ao that tlu 
Unite was to pass for 22s, and the Rose Riall for 33«, ant 
the others in proportion. The indenture, however, madi 
in accordance with thia proclamation on May 18th, 1612J 
made a slight increase in the weights of the coins, orderingfl 
a pound of crown gold to be made into £40. 18s 4rf, and a 
pound of the old standard into £44. Not many coins were 
struck by virtue of this indenture, but the only half-a 
made during tho reign were now struck, though they are not 
mentioned in tho indenture. 

The values fixed for the coins in 1611 being found to bafl 
very incoavenient, a proclumation for a fourth coinage wasM 
issued on July Slst, 1619. The value of the coins now* 
to bo made was reduced to that which had been fixed ia| 
1604 and 1605, and tho denominations were to 
same, omitting Thistle crowns and Half-crowns; and the« 
weight was reduced proportional!)' — that is to say, botlij 
weight and value were reduced by one-eleventh. Aa t 
new pieces were to bo current simultaneously with ■ 
old ones to which they bo nearly approached in weight an^B 
value, they were all made very different in type, s 
be easily distinguishec!. Those made of crown gold haT8|l 
tho king's head wreathed with laurel instead of beine 
crowned, and were heuce named by tho people Laurels^ 
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and half or qaarter Laurels. The Laurels were also called 
Broad Pieces. In 1623 the weight was again reduced, and 
the pound of crown gold was made into £41 by tale, and tho 
pound of tho old standard into £44. 10s. Sir R. MartyD, 
master of the mint, died in 1617, and was succeeded by 
Thomas Lord Knyret and Edmund Doableday, and they, in 
or before 1623, by Eandal Cranfield, who was removed for 
misconduct in 1625. 

Besides the above, the Scottish sis-pound piece of gold 
was on April 8tli, 1603, made current in England for 10s 
sterling. The French Croi\Ti of the Sun also continued to 
be current in this country. No legal value had been fisod 
for it since 15G1, when it was ordered to be taken for 4s, 
but in 1610 it is said to have passed for la Zd, 

The following is a description of the types of the various 
English coins above mentioned. 

ROSE RYALS. 1605 to 1612. Value 30« or 33«. 
W^ght 213j grs. Old Standard. These are similar in 
type to Queeu Elizabeth's sovereigns, but with some altera- 
tions. Obv. king seated on throne, crowned and robed, 
holding sceptre and globo, portcullis tinder his feet. Tho 
throne has a high narrow hack, reaching above tho king's 
head nearly to the edge of the coin, the arms terminating 
in a column supporting a small ornament. Treasure 
of 19 arches round field within inner circle, each arch 
terminating in a trefoil. Both tresaure and inner circle are 
interrupted by tho portcullis and the hack of the throne. 
Legend lACOBVS, D. &. MAG. BRIT. FRAN. ET. 
HIBER. REX. Dot each side of MM. Rev. upon a large 
double rose within a double trcssure of ten arches is a 
square shield, bearing in the first and fourth quarter the 
arms of England and France, in the second Scotland, and 
in the third Ireland. Legend .A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. 
ISTVD. ET. E.ST. MIRAB. IN. OCVLIS. NRIS. MM rose. 
Bud. xii. 1. MB. Scallop, same. MB. Coronet, same, but 
omitting the dot after Brit. MB. Mullet, as coronet. MB. 



1612 ;■) 1619. ValueSSs. Weight 21Q grs. Old Stan- 
dard. Exactly like that Tritli MM coronet, except that 
thoy read OCV for Oculis. MM'a tower, trefoil. (95) MB. 
The trefoil seems to be struck over a tower. These do not j 
now weigh more than the earlier ones, but the proper I 
difference between tliem is so scnall, that perhaps it can j 
hardly be expected to be now perceptible. 

1G19 to 1625. ValM 30a. Weight 196iV or 194^1 gra. 
Old Standard. These have quite a different type. Obv. 
king seated on throne, crowned and robed, wearing a mf! 
and the collar of the Garter, sceptre and globe in his hands, 
his feet resting on portcullis. The throne has a broad 
square flowered back which reaches nearly as high as tho 
king's crown, its sides jewelled, curved arms, field cheqnered 
and ornamented with roses and lis, within a beaded inner 
circle which is divided by tho portcullis and the back of 
tho throne. Rev. shield shaped like the last but much 
larger, upon cross floury within two beaded circles, the 
inner one of which is cut by tho ends of the cross. Between 
tho two circles, in each quarter of the cross, is a lion 
between a lis and a rose. Abovo tho shield XXX, to 
indicate the value. Legends lACOBVS D: G: MA. , 
BRI: FR: ET HIE: REX. Rev. A DNO : FACTVM , 
EST ISTVD ET EST M3RAB : IN OC : KRIS. MM'a 
spur rowel (96) rose, thistle (Rud. xii. 6), lis, trefoil; 1 
MB. That with MM lis differs in having : after NRIsJ 
(as has the plato of' Rud. sii. 5), and that with MSCi 
trefoil reads EI : and MIRA : and has no dot after NRIS/I 
and the back of the throne is quite plain instead of bein^f J 
flowered. 

SOVEREIGN, 1603-i. Value 20s. Weight ITlff < 
Fineness 22 cte. Obv. king in profile to right, half length, 
crowned, in armour, sceptre in right hand, orb in left; the 
cpowu and top of sceptre pierce the beaded inner circle. 
Rev. square shield garnished, crowned, between I and R. Tha 
arms are arranged as on the Ryals, Legends . lACOBVS. 
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B. G. ANG. SCO. FKAN. ET. HIB. REX. lior. 
.EXVEGAT. DEVS. DISSIPENTVR. INIMICI. ItM 

thistle. MB. Eud. xi. 1. Another with the samo IIM 
has the king's figure larger and the armour more 
ornamented, and the face is perhaps rather older. (97] 
MB. The legend on the reverse is taken from Ps. Ixviii. 1. 

UNITE. 1604 to 1612. Value 20s or 22j. Wei-jht 
154|f grs. Fineness 22 els. Type like the sovereign. 
MM lis, figure as on the second sovereign, legends 
.lACOBVS. D. G. MAG. BEIT. FRAN. ET. HIB. 
REX. Rev. .FACIAM. EOS. IN. GENTEM. VNAM. 
Dot before the MM both on obv. and rev. MB. A 
similar coin, with MM thistle and a different figure o£ the 
"king, is Scotch and not English, The Thistle mint-mark 
waa superseded by the lis in England on the 22nd of May, 
1604, and it was not till the 20th of Oct. 1604 that the 
title of King of Great Britain was ordered to he used on the 
coins. Some silver crowns and half-crowns do indeed seem 
to have been struck after this with the old mint-mark ; but 
tho Unite in question is further distinguished from Eaghah 
coins by the substitution of & for BT in the legend, and 
by the ornamentation of tho crown both on obv. and rev., 
which is decorated, like the Scotch coins, with a lis between 
two crosses, instead of, like the English ones, with a cross 
between two lis. A shilling and other silver Scotch coins 
similar to this are noticed in Hawkins's "Silver Coins 
of England," second ed,, p. 306. MM rose, hke lis. Kud. 
si. 6, MB. MM scallop, Uko lis but armour much 
plainer, falling collar with iaco edge. MS. MM grapes. 
MONTAGU. MM coronet, same as scallop but HI. forllib. 
MB. MM key, hko coronet but no dot before or after obv. 
legend. MB. MM bell, liko scallop but FRA. ET. HI., no 
dot after Rex. MB. MM mullet, liko scallop but ERA., 
no dot after Rex or Unam or before Faciam. MB. 

1612(0 1619. Vahie^23. Weight lo-i^},} grs. Fineness 
22 cts. MM tower, typo Uko M3I scallop, but readiug 
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BRI. FRA. ET. HI. MB. MM trefoil. MONTAOU^i 
MM cinquefoil, facQ and collar different, and rea 
.lAOOBVS. D. G. MA. BUI. FRA. ET. HI. REX. Eer.l 
.PACIAM : EOS : IN: GENTEM ; VNAil (98) MB. MMi 
ton, face sligUtly different, armour nearly as on MM scallopa 
legends as cinquefoil but one dot after each word on i 
MB. MM book. MONTAGU. MSI crescent, same as tonj 
MB. MM cross, same as ton but face slightly different, M^ 
UNITE or LAUREL. 1619 fo 1625. Value20s. Weight 
140Jf 0- or 140|j gre. Fineness 22 rfs. These have a tj] 
quite different from that of the former Unites, and are t 
first English coins since the conquest on which the king's 
liead is represented wreathed with laurel. From thai 
circumstance the people soon gave them the name ofl 
Laurels. MM spur rowel. Obv. Bust in profile to loft, not f 
crowned, laureate, scarf fastened in a bow on left shoulderJ 
nearly concealing the armour. The figures XX, indicatingj 
the value, behind the head. The whole within an inneg 
circle. Rev. Plain square shield on cross fleury, crow 
above it concealing top of cross. The harp in the sliieldl 
is ornamented by a bird's or griffin's head. LACOBV^ 
D: G: MAG: BRIT: FRAN: ET HIBERN : REX ReT j 
FACIAM EOS IN GENTEM VNAM MB. Or rea 
BRI: FRAN: ET: HIB:, with : after Eos. Rud. xi. 9J 
MM rose, face different and very plain, bust smaller,! 
more of armour showing. .lACOBVS D: G: MAG: BRI:1 
FRA : ET HIB : REX. Otherwise like the first. MB.f 
MM thistle, Uke the last but bust a little larger, harp has no! 
got griffin's head, no dot before or after obv. legend. MB^ 
Eud. li. 10, which has : after Eos. MM lis, similar bni 
bust not identical. MB. Or reading FRAN : EVANS. 
lis, same but bust smaller than before, face diff'erent £ 
looking rather bloated. (99) MB. MM trefoil, bust broadepjl 
face not so bloated, .lACOBVS. D. G. MA. BRI. FRAN^ 
ET. HIBE. REX. MB. Or with two dots between each woi 
on obv., none before lacobus, HIB instead of Eibe. MB. 
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SPUR RYAL. 1605 lo 1612. Value 15s or 16s Gd. 
Weight 106§ grs. Old Standard. Obv. King Btanding in 
ship, crowned, ewortl In riglit Land, large shield bearing fcho 
arms, arranged as on the Rose Ryals, on his left arm, Maat 
on each side of the king, none visible behind him, but 
three ropes from above his head to each end of the ship. 
The ship has a beak and is sailing to loft, flag loavked I at 
prow, two rows of port-holes. Rose on side of ship. Beaded 
inner circle. Rer. like former ryala, rose on sun concealing 
centre of a cross, each limb of which ends in a Ha between 
two cartonches, a lion with a crown above him in each 
angle, all within a donblo treasure of eight arches, having a 
trefoil in each spandril. .lAOOBTS. D. G. MAG. BRIT. 
FRAN. ET. HIB. REX, Rev. .A. DNO. FACTVM. EST. 
ISTVD, ET. EST. MIRABILE. MM rose. Rud. xii. 2. 
MB. Scallop, MB. Star or mullet, Cuff's sale catalogue. 

1612(ol619. ValueXGsU. WeigUXOSgrs. OldSiaudard. 
Exactly like the others, MM tower, (100) MB. Trefoil, 
Num. Ohron.,N. S., ii. 232. Cinquefoil, ib. iv. 229. Book, MB. 

1619/01625. Valuel5s. Weight 98fj or 97-^ grs. Old 
Standard. Obv. lion crowned standing on his hind legs, 
holding in hia right fore-paw a sceptre, his loft supporting 
in front of him a shield bearing the royal arms. To left of 
shield X, to right V, indicating the value of the coin. The 
lion's crown extends to tho top of the coin, dividing the 
circle, which is beaded, and the legend. Rev. Rose on ann 
concealing centre of a cross, each limb of which terminates 
in a lis, with a crown above it; a lion with a crown 
above him in each angle; all within a double tressure 
of eight arches, having a pellet in each spandril. lACOBVS 
D : G : MAG : BRIT : ERA : ET HI : REX Rev. A 
DNO : FACTVM EST ISTVD ET EST MIRABI : 
MM spur rowel, with a dot on each side of it on the obverse. 
MB. Rud. xii. 6. MM roae, same. MB. ilM trefoil, no 
such dot, and reading BRI : FR ; and MIRABILE. (101) 
[ MB. Spur ryals are all rare ; fine specimens of those 
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beforo 1C19 have sold for from £8 to £13, and tliose of tu 
later dates for from £9 to £17. 

HALF-SOVEREIGN. 1603-4. Value lO*. WeigM 
85ef grs. Fineness 22 els. Obr. small bust in profile ti' 
rigbt, crowned, in armour, within inner circle. Rev. Plai 
square shield crowned between I and R, the crown dividinfl 
inner circle and legend. MM thistle, .lACOBVS. D, 1 
ANGL. SCO. FRAN. ET. HIEER. REX. 
.EXVEGAT. DEVS. DISSIPENTVR. INIMICI. (lOi 
Rud. xi. 2. MB. 

DOUBLE CROWN, or HALF UNITE. 1604 to 161^ 
Value lOs or Us. Weight 77 ^- grs. Finejiess 22 ds. 
like tho half-sovereign, bnt the bust is not the same, 1 
king wears a falling collar with laco edge, and his armoifl 
is more ornamented. .lACOBVS. D. G. MAG. BRFl^ 
FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Rev. .HENRICVS. ROSA 
REGNA. lACOBVS. {Henry unitod tho roses, Jam^ 
unites tho kingdoms.) MM lis. MB. MM rose, same. . 
Rod. xi. G. MM scallop, face somewhat different an 
different armour. {103) MB. MM coronet, same, MBi% 

1012 to 1G19. Value Us. Weight 77|§? grs. Fineru 
22 cts. Like the last but face and armour different, 1 
longer, I and R on rev. much smaller ; and reading 1 
BRI. FRA, MM ton. EVANS. MM cross, MA BS 
FRAN, MB. 

DOUBLE CROWN or HALF-LAUREL. 1619 to lesf 
Value 10s. Weight 70^^? or 70i? ^rs. Fvnenesa i 
Type like the corresponding laurels. The harp on all c 
them has got tho griffin's head. Figure X behind basl 
-lACOBVS D : G : MAG : BRI : FRA : ET HI : RES 
Rev. HENRICVS ROSAS REGNA lACOBVS MM spoj 
rnwel. MB. MM rose, bust similar to that on correspondini 
laurel, legends as last, but HIB :, no dot before i 
tibv. legend, the MM on rev. is placed after Eegna, (l6J8 
Jlfi?. Another specimen has a slightly different bust. 
MM lis, same, with &ame bast as one of those with ] 



143 

rose. MB. Or reading lACOB' ior Jacobus on both sides. 
MB. Or like the last, with HENRIC, and a dot after Rex. 
MB. Or lACOBVS D : G : MAG : BR : FRA : ET HI : 
REX Rev. HENRIC ROSAS REGNA lACOB MB. MM 
trefoil, bust like those with MM lis. Obv. legend like 
spur rowel, but no dot before or after it. Rev. HENRIC. 
ROSAS REGNA lACOB. The MM on rev. is placed after 
Regna. MB. OrlACO. EVANS. Rud. xi. 11 reads FR : 
BT. HIB:. 

ANGEL. 1605 to 1612. Value IOj? or lis. Weight 
71 J grs. Old Standard. Obv. St. Michael and the dragon, 
as on previous angels. Rev. Ship as on previous angels, 
but with no cross above the shield in front of the mast, on 
which is a top-castle. Two ropes from mast to each end of 
ship, which is sailing to right. Arms on shield arranged as 
on lyals. I to left, rose to right of mast. .lACOBVS. D. 
G. MAG. BRIT. FRA. ET. HI. REX. Rev. .A. DNO. 
FACTVM. EST. ISTVD: MM rose. MB. Scallop. MB. 
Coronet, Rud. xii. 3. MB. On these three the ship has a 
bowsprit. MM mullet, same, but with no bowsprit. (105)lfJS. 
The A in FRA is omitted in the plate. 

1612 to 1619. Value lU. Weight 72 grs. Old Stan- 
dard. MM tower, like mullet, but MA. BRI. FR., one dot 
after Istud. MB. MM trefoil, like mullet, but only one 
dot after Istud. MB. MM cinquef oil, like tower. EVANS. 
MM ton, like tower, but FRA. MB. MM crescent, like 
tower, but no dot after Istud. MB. 

1619^0 1625. Value 10s. Weight 65^j or G^ grs. Old 
Standard. Type of obv. as before, but with the figure X, 
indicating the value, under the ange?s left wing. Rev. 
Very different ship, sailing to left, side ornamented with 
lions and lis alternately, a row of port-holes below them ; lis 
on poop, three masts, one large sail set embroidered with 
the royal arms, above it a pennon with two streamers, 
embroidered with a lion. A small lion holding a sword 
stands on the ship's beak, and a small lion crowned on tho 
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stern. lACOBVS D: G: MAG: BRIT: PEA: ET HI: 
REX. Rev. A DNO : FACTVM. EST. ISTVD : Scroll 
ornament after A. MM spur rowel. This MM is placed on 
botli sides of the mast on rev. MB. MM rose, similar, bnt 
reading BRI : and HIB : Rev. A DOMINO FACTVM 
EST ISTVD. No ornament after A, no MM to left of 
mast on rev., sliip slightly different. MB. Eud. xii. 7. 
MM thistle, Gufs Sale Catalogue. MM lis, EVANS. 
MM trefoil, legends as rose, but dot before A and after 
every word on rev., none after Rex. Ship almost the same 
as the last. (106) MB. 

HALF-ANGEL. 1612 to 1619. Value 5s 6d. Weight 
36 grs. Old Standard. Type like the angels. .lACOBVS 
D. G. MA. BRI. FRA. ET. HI. REX. Rev. .A. DNO. 
FACTVM. EST. ISTVD. MM tower. EVANS. MM 
cinquefoil. (107) MB. MM cross, same, but lACOBVS. 
D. 6. MA. BR. FR. ET. H : REX, no dot before A on 
rev. MB. Rud. xii. 4. One in Mr. Cuff's collection was 
catalogued as having MM mallet, and if so it would have 
belonged to the second coinage, and have been struck in 
1611-12. Half-angels are not mentioned in any of tho 
indentures or proclamations, and it is only by their mint- 
marks that we know when they were struck. 

CROWN. 1603-4. Vahce 5s. Weight 42-«4 grs. Fine- 
ness 22 cts. Obv. like half-sovereign, and rev. similar, but 
the shield descends through tho inner circle nearly to the 
bottom of the coin, I and R are above it on each side of the 
crown. MM thistle .lACOBVS. D. G. ANG. SCO. 
FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Rev. .TVBATVR. VNITA. 
DEVS. (108). MB. Rud. xi. 3. 

BRITAIN CROWN. 1604 to 1612. Value 5s or 5s dd. 
Weight 38?^^ grs. Fineness 22 cts. Like the former crown, 
but tho shield on rev. does not descend through the inner 
circle, and the crown above it is much smaller. . lACOBVS . 
D. G. MAG. BRIT. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Rev. 
.HENRICVS. ROSAS. REGNA. lACOBVS. MM lis. MB. 
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Hose, Rud. xi. 7. MB. Soallop. MB. Or witli a aifferent 
and larger bast, armour rather plainer, no dot before or after 
obv. legend, MM mullet. MB. 

1612 to 1619. Value 5s Qd. Weight 3Sf§? grs. Fine- 
ness 22 ds. Type aa before but bast different again, 
beard more projecting, armour different, MA. BR I. 
FRA. ET. HI., no dot at end o£ legends. MM ton. 
(109} MB. 

CROWN or QUARTER LAUREL. 1619 (o 1625. Value 
5s. Weight Sb-;^^^ °^ ^o^^j-jrs. Fineness 22 els. Typo like 
the corresponding laurels, but V behind head. The harp 
on the first three has not the grifhn's head, on those with 
MM trefoil it has. The MM on the reverse is placed after 
the word Regna, except on the coin with MM lis. lACOBVS. 
D : G : MAG : BRI : FR : ET HIB : REX Rov. HEN- 
RICVS ROSAS REGNA lACOBVS MM rose. MB. 
MM thistle, same but FRA : ET HI : MB. MM lis, as 
last but lACOB' on obv. instead of Jacobus, the MM on 
rev. placed at the beginning of the legend. MB. MM 
trefoil, bust slightly different, obv. legend as rose but HI : 
Rev. HENRIC ROSAS REGNA lACOB, the harp has a 
griffin's head. (110) MB. Or same as last with no inner 
circle on rev. MB. Or as last but one, bub reading FRA : 
Rud. xi. 12. 

THISTLE CROWN. 1604iol612. Valvo^sorisild. 
Weight BO^j grs. Fineness 22 cts. Obv. rose on stalk with 
two leaves, crowned, between I and R. The crown divides 
the legend. Rev. Thistle on stalk with two leaves, 
crowned, between I and R ; the crown divides the 
legend. .lA. D. G. MAG. BR. F. ET. H. REX. 
.TVEATYR. VNITA. DEVS. MM lis. (Ill) MB. Rose, 
Rud. xi. 13. Scallop, MB. Bell, MB. Mullet, MB. 
Those with tho last two mint-marks differ in having no 
stop before or after obv. legend. These coins do not seem 
to have been struck after 1611, when the addition to their 
value made thom extremely inconvenient for reckoning. 

10 
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HALF-CROWN. 1603.4. Value 28 6d. Weight 
2 Iff grs. Fineness 22 ds. Like the earliest crown, but 
the crown over the shield on rev. is larger in proportion, 
thoagh the globe and cross on its top alone divide the 
legend. lACOBVS. D. G. AN. SO. FR. ET. HI. REX 
Rev. . TVEATVR VNITA. DEVS MM thistle. Rad. xi. 4. 

1604 to 1612. Value 28 Gd or 2s 9d. Weight 19J}- grs. 
Fineness 22 cts. Same type as before, but bust different. 
Legends .1. D. G. ROSA. SINE. SPINA. Rev. 
.TVEATVR. VNITA. DEVS MM lis, MB. Rose (112) 
MB. Or with stop after Deus. MB. Scallop, Rud. xi. 8. 
MB. Coronet. EVANS. 

1612 to 1619. Value 28 9d. Weight 19J^f grs. Fineness 
22 cts. As the last but different and larger head, beard 
inore prominent, no dot after Tueatar. MM dnqaefoil. 
THORBURN. Same with dot after Tueatur, none after 
Deus, two after Spina, MM ton. MB. Another with the 
same MM has the bust different again, different armour, 
broader collar ; the shield on rev. scarcely descends through 
inner circle and does not divide legend, the crown above 
it does. Only one dot after Spina, none after Deus. MB. 
One with this reverse was sold at the Pembroke sale, in 
1848, as having MM crescent. Gold half-crowns were not 
coined after 1619. 

The following list of mint-marks is copied from Hawkins's 
*' Silver Coins of England,^' and was copied for tfaj^t book 
from Snelling. 
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Charles I, 162& to 1648. 

CharlcB I succeeded hia father on the 27th o( March, 
1625, and was proclaimed tho following day; and on tho 
1st of April a coinmiasion was directed to tho wardens of 
the mint, Sir Edward Villiers and Sir Wm, Parkhurst, and 
others, to continue the mint at work according to the last 
indenture of James I, which had expired upon his death. 
The dies of the late king were to be used until others 
ehould be provided. The coins thus ordered to be made 
were Unites, Double Crowns, and Britain Crowns, of 
"crown" gold, and Rose Ryala, Spur Ryala, and Angels of 
the old standard or "angel" gold, and, excepting that no 
Ryals wero actually coined, and that during the civil war £3 
pieces were issued at Oxford, no alteration was afterwards 
made during the reign either in the denominations of 
the coins or in the purity of the metal. Considering the 
straits to which the king was often driven for want of 
money, and considering that Henry VIII, Elizabeth, and 
James I, had all either increased the nominal value of 
the coins or diminished the cjuantity of gold contained 
in them, this fact must bo considered creditable to 
Charles I and his advisers. There was indeed a Com- 
mission issued on the 14th of August, 1626, which, after 
stating that the king had resolved to continue his monies, 
to be coined at his mint, of tho same standard as thoy then 
were, proceeds to order that the pound of crown gold 
should be made into £4-4 by tale {£41 being the amount 
previously fixed) and tho pound of silver into £3. 10a Gd 
(instead of £3. 2*). The Commission contains no recital of 
an intention to diminish the weight of tho coins, and it is 
probable that no such intention existed, and that tho sums 
named were inserted by mistake, for on the 4th of September 
B proclamation was issued that all monies of gold and silver 
coined since tho let day of August in any other manner 
than according to the proclamations which wore in force on 
that day, should be esteemed as bullion and not be current ; 
commission of the 7tb o£ September to Villiers and 



Parkhnrafc, and an indenture of tlic 8th of November wil 
Sir Robert Harley, fised the astme weights as in the h 
indenture of James I. Angela were not coined after 163< 
and ever since that time crown gold has been the onlj 
standard used for tlie coins. 

Several mints besides that in the Tower were 
during this reign, both before and after the breaking,; 
out of the civil war, but those at Bristol and Oxford- 
aro the only ones at which gold is known to have been 
coined. The legends introduced by James I were all dis- 
continued, and instead of them were used "Amor Populi 
PrEeaidium Regis," "Florent Concordia Eogna," 
" Cultoroa sni Deua Protegit j " but during the civil 
"Exurgat Dens dissipentnr inimici" (Pa. Ixviii. 1} 
revived upon the coina atmck by tho king's party, togetherj 
with an abbreviation of " Religio Protcstans, Legos Angl 
Libertaa Parliament!," referring to Charles's declaratioij! 
at Wellington, September 19tb, 1(342, that ho would] 
"preserve the Protestant religion, tho known lawB of the 
land, and the just privileges and freedom of Parliament." 
The type upon which this inscription occurs is hence called 
the " Declaration " type. 

No legal currency waa given to any foreign gold coins 
during this reign, though about the year 1644 several are 
said to have been commonly current in the aouthem ai 
western counties. 

The types and descriptiona of the varioue coins are 
follows ; — 

UNITES. Value 20«. Weigld 14014 grs. Fineni 
22 ets. These are of several different types, correspondii 
to a great extent with those of the silver shillinga, 
dates of the various mint-marks are given in tho table 
p. 165. 

TowEE MiKX. Type 1. King's bust in profile to li 
crowned, with ruff, royal mantle, and collar of tho garter, 
XX behind head. Two inner circles, the innermost thin and 
plain, the outermost beaded. CAEOLVS D. G.MAG. BR. 
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FR. ET HI. REX. Rov.sfjuarc aliieUl garnished, the crown 
over it divides the legend. Inner circles as on obv. The harp 
in the arms has a bird's or griffin's head. FLORENT : 
CONCORDIA :REGNA: MM lis. (113) MB. Rud. xiii. 
1 renda BRI, and has a different arrangement of dots. MM 
cross on step, Bame, but only one inner circle on obv., no 
stops on rev. MONT AG U. 

Type la. Different bust, crowned, with ruff, armour 
nearly concealed by Bcarf fastened on loft shoulder, only 
one inner circle, which is beaded, and is slightly pierced 
both by crown above and by front of scarf below. The rest 
of the bust does not touch the inner circle. XX behind 
head. Rev. square shield very slightly garnished. Tho 
harp always has a griffin's head except with tho Plamo 
mint-mark. MM cross on step. Legends as type 1, but 
only one dot after Regua. THORBURN. Or BRIT. 
FRA., dot after Carolus, Et, and Regua, nono after 
other words on rov. MR. MM negro's head, legends as 
type 1, but two dots instead of one on obv., none after Rex 
or on rev. MB. Or reading CAROL VS. D : G : MAG. BRI : 
FR. ET. HIB. REX., one dot after each word on rev. MB. 
Or BR., no dots on rev. EVANS. MM castle, legends 
and dots as type 1, but dot before Carolus, none after 
Rex or on rev. MB. Or dot before Carolus and after 
every word except Carolus on obv., none on rov. MB. 
Or reading BRI, dot before Carolus and after every word 
except HI on obv., one before and after rev. legend, 
but nono between words on rev. MB. BRI, no dota 
except after D and G. THOBBURN. Or BR, HIB, dot 
before Caralus and after every word on obv., none on rev. 
MB. MM anchor, BR. FRA. ET HIB., dot after every 
word on obv. except Et and Rex, nono on rov. MB. Or 
with the obv. mint-mark placed under the bust, . . BRI. 
FRA.ET.H., dot after every word on obv., none on rev. MB, 
Or reading MA. BR. FR ET HI, no stops on rev. MON- 
TAGU. MM heart, much neater workmanship, plain inner 
circle on both Bides within beaded one, -CAROL VS. D. G. 
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MA. BR . . FR. ET. HI. RES., dot after every word on re*.^ 

and after rev. mint-mark. MB. MM obv. heart, rev. plume. T 
IIIB. Plain circle on both sicies of beaded inner cii-cle.^ 
EVANS. MM plume, like the last but one, but: after tin 
abbreviated words on obv., no stops between words on rev,, 
no plain inner circle on rev. MB. One with MM plume and'! 
with tliB same bust as the preceding ones has a thick plainfl 
inner circle on obv. and reads CAROLVS D : G : MA : BR^ 
FR : ET HI : REX Rev. like the next type, with dot before 
Florent, after every word, and after mint-mark. MB. 

Type 2. Obverse nearly the same, but rather more 
armour visible. CAROLVS. D. G. MAG. BRIT. FR. ET.l 
HIB. REX. Rev. oval shield garnished, crowned, between. 
and R, dot in field each side of crown. .FLORENT.| 
CONCORDIA. REGNA. Dot after mint-mark, 
inner circle within beaded one on both sides. MM plameifl 
MB. Rud. xiii. 4. Or with dot before Carolns, none before ^ 
Florent, MB, MM large rose, no plain inner circle on rev., 
no dot before Carohia or Florent. MB. Or BRI. FRA., a 
first of this type but no plain inner circle on obv. MB. 
MM small rose on obv., large rose on rev. BR. FR. ET. HE 
Rudo workmanship. EVANS. 

Type 3, Bust crowned to left, in armour, face larger, i 
ruff nor scarf, long hair, lovelock on left shoulder, deq 
falling collar edged with lace, ribbon of the garter suspended* 
on breast. XX behind head. .CAROLVS. D. G. MAG.f 
BRIT. FRA. ET. HIB. REX. Rev. oval shield garnished, I 
different from the last, crowned, between C and R crowned. | 
Beaded inner circle on both sides iuterrnpted by crown. * 
FLORENT CONCORDIA REGNA, MM harp. MU. Rud. 
xiii. 5 reads BRI. FR. MM portcullis, bust rather smaller, 
less shoulder visible, BR. FR. ET. HI. No dot before or after 
obv. legend, one after Florent and Concordia, three after 
Regna. MB. Or HTB, with no stops on rev. MON- 
TAGU. MM bell, .CAROLVS. D. G. MA. BR. FR. 
ET. HIB. REX. Dot before Florent, after every word on 
rev. and after rev. mint-mark. MB. MM crown, as bell 
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bat HIj no dots ou rev. MB. MM ton, as crown, bat dot 
between words ou rev. MB. MM prostrate anclior, as 
bell, but no dot before Florent or after Regna, MB. Or 
reading B. FE. ET. HI : : TIIORBUBN. MM (P), as bell, 
but MAG. BRI. FRA. MB. Tbia coin is later than most 
of those next to be describedj as tbe (P) mint-mark is placed 
by Folkes and Rudin^ immediately before, and by PoUet, 
who is probably right, immediately after the (R) miut-mark. 
The following are of similar type, but the face is more 
marked, the armour different, the lace on the collar of a 
stellate pattern. ifM triangle, CAROLVS. D. G. MAG. 
BRI. FRA. ET. HIB. REX, dot after every word ou rev. 
audafterrev. mint-mark. (114) MB. MM star, same with dot 
each side of obv. mint-mark. MB. MM triangle within 
circle, as last. MB. Or readiug FLORRENT by mistake for 
Florent. THORBURN. MM (R),bustvery slightlydifferent, 
I dot before Florent, otherwise as last. MB, One with MM 
eye is mentioned in Num. Chron., i, p. 33. With bust 
different, hair brushed more forward, collar smaller and 
lace of a different pattern, armour different, harp in arms 
much smaller, MM sun, legends as star. MB. MM sceptre, 
same, with legends as triangle. MB. 

Beiot. The coins executed by Nicholas Briot, who was 
first employed in Eugland in 1628, and was appointed chief 
engraver in 1633, are smaller and much neater and better 
executed than the others. 1. Bust similar to type 3 but 
better executed, with scarf fastened by rosette over left 
shoulder, -XX- behind bead. CAROLVS. D : G. MAGN. 
BRITANN. FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Rev. Square shield 
garnished, crowned, between C and R crowned, a lozenge 
beneath each of these letters. .FLORENT. CONCORDIA. 
REGNA. MM on obv. flower with B (for Briot) under it, 
on rev. B only. The dots aro all lozenge shaped, {115}. MB. 
2. Same but B to left of, instead of under, obv. MM, 
HIBER for Hib. Rev. C and R placed higher in the field, 
no lozenge under them, nor before or after legend. MB. 
Bad. liv. 1 is Uke this but roads BRITAN and HIB 



and has lozenge before and afbcr rev. l^end. 3. Bnst 

like that on the coins with MM triangle, &c., letters 
behind head larger. .CAROLVS. D : G. MAG. BRIT. 
FR. ET. niB. REX. Rev. similar to tho last but one. 
FLORENT. CONCORDIA. REGNA. MM anchor. Dots 
all lozenge shaped. MT!. There is no B on this coin to 
show that it was executed by Briotj but there is a B on a 
Bhilling with tho same MM. 

Ox?oRD Unites. The mint originally established for 
coining silver at Aberystwith, and brought from that place 
to Shrewsbury at the beginning of tho civil war, was 
removed to Oxford and set up there in New Inn Hall on 
the 3rd of January, 1642 (old style), under the direction 
of Sir Williarn Parlihurst and Thomas Bushell. The only 
distinction between the coins struck at Shrewsbury and 
at 0."iford in 1642, seems to be in the form of the plumes 
in the field of the coins, the plumes on the Shrews- 
bury coins springing from a large coronet with no bands 
under it, those on the Oxford ones from a small coronet 
with bands. We are not aware of the existence of any 
Shrewsbury gold coins, but the following varieties were 
struck at Oxford. 

1642. Half-length figure in profile to left descending 
to inner circle, crowned, in armour, plain falling collar, 
large Bwoi-d upright in right hand, olive branch in left, XX 
behind head. CAROLVS; D: G: MAG: BRIT: FRAN: 
ET : HI : REX. Rev. Inscription in two lines across 
the field, RELIG: PROT: LEG ANG: LIBER: PAR, 
a wavy line above, between, and below the two rows of 
words, three plumes, with bands beneath them, above, 1642 
below. Legend EXVBGAT : DEVS : DISSIPENTVE 
INIMICI : No MM. (116) Ml], For the meaning of the 
inscription see ante, p. 150. 

1643. The workmanship in this year is decidedly betl 
than in 1CA2. 

1. Bast descends through inner circle to edge of coin. 
hair much longer, deep falling laco collar, longer Bword ia 
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right Land, longer olive brancli in left, badge of the Garter 
suspended by cliain on breast, XX behind Lead. Legend 
; at bottom of coin. .CAROLVS. D: G: M: BR: 
FR: ET. HI: REX. Rev. type us the last, but the 
inscription is iu three lines and is placed on a scroll 
connected with the inner circle, so that the legend and 
inscription read coutiuonsly. .ESVRGAT: DEVS: DISSI- 
PENTVE: INIMICl RELIG: PROT LEG: ANG LIBER: 
PAR. No MM. Date 1643 below scroll, three plumea 
above it. MB. 

2. Obv. same. Rev. similar but scroll shaped rather 
differently, no dot before Esurgnt, ono after each word of 
legendandbeforoLog, ANGL: forAng. MB. This ia almost 
identical with a double crowu, Rud. xiii, 11, jiosf, p. 163. 

3. Obv. similar, hut the figure does not descend through 
the inner circle, the crown slightly pierces it above. A 
good deal of the lace collar is shown behind the hair and 
over the left shoulder, the olive branch slopes backwards 
more than on the previous coins. The legend begins at the 
top of the coin, CAROLVS : D : G : MAG : BRIT : FR: 
ET : HI : REX. Rev. scroll shaped ns on No. 2, EXVRGAT : 
DEVS: DISIPENTVR M : INIMICl RELIG: PKOT 
LEG ; ANG LIBER : PAR Plumes above, 1643 below. Mil 

4. Obv. sirailar to the last, but the figure is smaller and 
the crown does not pierce the inner circle ; no collar visible 
behind the hair, the badge suspended on the breast is 
larger and much more prominent. Legend CAROLVS : 
D : G. MAG : BR : FR : ET : HIBER : REX Rev. similar 
to the last, EXVRGAT. DEVS. DISSIPENTVR. INIMICl; 
RELIG: PROT: LEG : ANG: LIBER: PAR MB. 

6. Obv. from the same die as the last. Rev. scroll of 

different shape, otherwise as No. 3 but DISSIPENT\Tt : MB. 

1644. 1. Similar to 4 but figure different, medal on 

breast and letters behind head much smaller, olive branch 

i larger. MM very small plume. CAROLVS. D : 

"IG: BRI: FE: ET. HIB: REX. Rev. like 1643 



(1), but dato 1644, with OS for Oxford bolow it. 
.EXVUGAT DEVS. DISSIPENTVB. INIMICI. RELIG : 
PROT LEG: .ANG: LIBER: PAR. MB. Rud. liii. 10. 

2. Figure Bimilar but placed lower in field, interrapting 
inner circle but not legend, head and crown larger, MM 
plume, and legend as last but BR :, HI :, dot before Carolus. 
Rev. Inscriptiou in three lines across field within inner 
circle, a etraigbt line above and below it, three plumes 
between two lozenges above it, ']^x* below. EXVRGAT. 
DEVS. DISSIPENTVR .INIMICll Inscription RELIG. PR. 
LEG. ANGL LIBER. PA. All the dots are lozenge-shaped, 
except those between the words of the inscription. MB. 

1645. Bust almost identical with the first o£ 1644 but 
placed rather lower in field, olive branch smaller, MM 
and legend sarae but BRIT :, HI :, two dots between every 
word. Rev, similar but scroll of different shape, date 1645, 
without OX, below it; no dot before Exurgnt, one after it, 
two after Prot, none after Par. MB. 

1646. Bust similar, but neater and better executed. No 
MM. CAROLVS. D ; G : MAG : BRI : FRAN : ET. 
HIB : REX. Rev. usual legend on a band round the 
field, the ends of which are separated at the top ol 
coin by the MM plume. Dot between each word. 
Hcription in three lines on wavy scroll, RELIG i PR( 
LEG : ANG LIBER : PAR Nothing except the 
above it, i^J" bolow. (117) MB. 

Bristol Unite. Bust similar to the second Oxford one 
of 1644, but ruder, collar of different shape, sword very 
small, crown pierces inner circle, which is not interrupted 
by the bust. The letters XX behind tho head are largo. 
MM BR in monogram. .CAROLVS. D : G : MAG : BR : 
FR : ET : n : REX. Rev. Inscription on scroll continuous 
with the legend, but divided from it by the monogram 
BR; three very small plumes above inscription, 1645 below, 
EXVRGAT. DEVS. DISSIPENTVR. INIMICI. :REL 
PRO LEG : AN. LIB : PA : MB. This, as weU 
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silver coina o£ dotes from 1643 to 1645, is ascribed on 

ftccoont of tho mint-mark to Bristol, which was in the king's 
hands during those years. The workmen for this mint must 
no doubt have been brought from Oxford. A specimen of 
this coin was sold for £29 at Capt. Murchiaon's sale in 18Gt. 
Num. Ohr., N. S., iv. 229. That in the Museum was bought 
for £12. Compare the Donble Crown (124). 

Uncbetaih Unites. 1. Small rude bust, copied from 
the Tower Unite with MM triangle. The typo of the 
whole coin is the same, but the execution much mder. 
MM plume. : CAROLVS. D. G. MA. BR. FR. ET. HI. 
BEX : Rev. .FLORENT. CONCORDIA. REGNA. Dot 
after mint-mark. MB. It seems not improbable that this 
may have been executed at Aberystwith, though we know 
no record of gold having been coined there. Tho mint at 
Aberystwith was worked from 1637 or 1638 to 1642, and 
the type of some of the silver coins struck there is identical 
with that of the coins struck at the Tower with tho triangle 
MM, the date of which ia 1639. Tho mint-marks on the 
Aberystwith silver coins are a Book or a Crown, but all 
coins struck there were ordered to be marked on both sides 
with a plume, and this Unite, which has the plume on one 
side though not on both, may have been struck at Aberyst- 
with during the period o£ confusion in 1642, while tho 
regular workmen of the mint were removing to Shrewsbury 
and Oxford. (See Hawkins's " Silver Coins," 2nd ed., pp. 
316, 322.) 

2. Type like an uncertain shilling, Hks. (530), Rnd. 
E. 1 1, but no dots on annour, medal on breast much emallep, 
SX behind head. Shield oval, garniture similar but not 
identical with that on tho shilling, crowned, between C and 
R crowned. MM on obv. only, uncertain, CAROLVS : 
D : G. MA : BR. FR : ET HIB. REX. Rev. "FLORENT" 
CONCORDIA" REGNA S MB. The silver coins of this 
type resemble those which are believed to have been 
fltruck at Weymouth, and they aa well as this gold coin 
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were probably thereforo produced thorc, ( 
same artists. 

THREE POUND PIECES. Value 60s. Weight 
421^f grs. Fineness 22 da. These are all of tho typo 
of the Oxford Unites, and were all probably struck in that 
city. Like the silver pounds, they occur of the dates 
1642 to 1644. 

1642. I. Exactly like the Unite of 1642, but plume 
with bands below it instead of tho figures behind the head, 
and rev. inscription in three lines across tho field, .III., indi- 
cating the value, and three plumes, above it, 1642 below, 
MM plume on obv. CAROLVS : D : G : MAG : BRIT : 
FB : ET : HIB: REX Rev. -:-EXVRGAT = DEVS : 
DISSIPENTVR : INIMICI RELIG : PROT LEG : 
ANG LIBER: PAR MB. Rnd.xiii.9 is sinii!flr,but reads 
FRAN : ET : HI : and has only two dots before Exurgat, 

2. Similar, but king's figure smaller, uot touching inner 
circle, sword smaller, FRAN : ET : HI : Rev. similar, but 
the inscription is on a scroll in continuation of the inner 
circle. LEGI : Only one dot before Exurgat. MB. 

1G43. 1. Same as tho last, but inner circle is made part 
of the scroll; LEG : Date 1643. MB. The reverse is 
identical with that of the first Unite of 1643, except for 
the .III. above the inscription. 

2. Obv. like the first Unite of 1643, but the bnst is 
confined within the inner circle, and Las a large scarf 
flowing out behind it, and plume instead of figures behind 
the head. The legend begins at the top of the coin, 
CAROLVS : D : G : MAGN : BRIT : FR : ET : HI : 
REX MM plume. Rev. almost exactly the samo aa 
Unite No. 5, but EXVRGAT : DEVS : ET : DISSIPEN- 
TVR : INIMICI : RELIG : PROT : LEGI. : ANGL : 
LIBER : PAR. MB. 

3. Like last but without scarf, figure rather smaller, 
FRAN : ET : HIB : REX .: Only one dot after Carolns and 
G. Rev. identical with the Unite of 1643, No. 4, except 
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that it has III above the scroll, and has : after PHOT as 
well as before LEG. MB. 

4. Obv. from same die as last. Rev. similar, but a 
roeette each side of IIIj two after each word in legend and 
inscription except Par, three after Prot, two before Leg, 
one before Libisr and after Par, OxoN in small letters under 
date, rosette each side of it and each side of date. {118) 
MB. Very rare. 

1U4. 1. Bust almost the same as Unite of 1643, No. 3, 
coin considerably smaller and thicker than the former ones. 
CAHOLVS. D : G : MAG ; BHI : FHA : ET. HIBER : BEX. 
MM plume. Rev. Scroll of rather different shape from the 
last, legend and inscription the same, plumes above scroll 
very small, 'yj* below it. Lozenge each side of III and 
date, after Relig, Leg, Ang, and Liber, and before Leg, 
two before Esurgat and between words of legend, one 
between four dots after Inimici. MB. 

2, Obv. from same die as last. Rov. same but Oxok, dots 
instead of lozenges, one between each word of legend, after 
Liber, and each side of date and Oson, two after Relig, Leg, 
Ang, and Par, and before Leg, five after Inimici. MB. 

8. As last but coin still smaller and thicker, crown does 
not pierce inner circle, lozenges iusteod of dots on obv. Rev. 
OS last, but of rather neater execufion, plumes larger, one 
dot after each word of legend, two after each word of iuscrip- 
tion and before Leg, one each side of date and Oxon. MB. 

ANGEL. Value lOs. Weight Gi^^ grs. Old Standard. 
Obv. St. Michael and tho Dragon, as usual. Spear pierces 
dragon's month and comes out tlio other side. Two inner 
circles, the innermost plain, tho other beaded. CAROLVS. 
D. G : MAG : BRI : FR : ET. HI : REX Rev. as James I's 
latest angels. AMOR. POPVLI. PR^SIDIVM. REGIS : 
MM cross on step, placed to left of St. Micbacl's head 

" right of mast, (llil) MB. MM negro's head, X in 
, by Dragon's head, rev. mint-mark to left of mast, FRA. 
HIB., only one dot between each word, none at end of 




legendu. MB. MM caetle, as cross on step bnt X in 
field by St, Micbael's left wing, rev. mint-mark to left of 
mast, no dots after Regis. MB. MM anchor, same but : 
after D on obv., no stops on rev. MB. MM heart, hoiight 
by Mr. Shepherd at Mr. Cnfs sale. MM rosoj X under 
St. Michael's right ■wing, pellet between his lega above tho 
dragon. Only one dot between words on obv., none on rev. 
MB. The mint-mark on thia specimen seems to be strnck 
over the preceding MM plume. MM portcullis, as last but 
BBIT. FRA,, dot after Rex and between words on rev. 
MB. MM bell, as last, dot after rev. mint-mark. Rud, xiii. 
8. This ia erroneously stated to be in tho British Museum, 

Beiot. Like the other angels, but the coin is con- 
siderably smaller and the workmanship neater. Type as 
before but St. Michael's figure is smaller and has both lega 
straight, X under his left wing. CAEOLVS. D : G. MAG. 
BRITANN. FRAN. ET. HIB. REX. Rov. more rigging 
visible, the harp on tho sail not concealed, as on the other 
coins, by tho foremast, cannons jjrotruding from the port- 
holes, no flag abovo sail but ono marked with cross at stem, 
no lion on prow or stem but small b {for Briot) in front 
of prow, with lozenge above and below. AMOR. POPVLI. 
PR^SIDIVM. REGIS. All the stops are lozenge-shaped. 
MB. Rud. Suppl. vi. 25. 

DOUBLE CROWN. Value 10a. WeigU 70^» gn. 
Fineness 22 ds. These correspond in typo to the Unites, 
They all havo X behind the head, to indicate the value. 

Type 1. Like Unites type 1, but shield rather differently 
garnished. CAROLVS. D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET. HIB. 
REX. Rev. CVLTORES SVI DEVSPROTEGIT. MM 
lis, which on rev. is to right of crown. MB. Or with rev. 
MM to left of crown, : after D, Mag, Br, Fr, and Hib, 
. before Coltores, after each word on rev., and after rev. 
mint-mark. MB. Rud. xiii. 2 reads HI : and has the stops 
rather different. 

Type lit, like Unites type la, but the crown docs not 
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pierce tLo inner circle. CAROL VS : D : G : MAG : BEI 
FBA: ET: EI: REX. Kev. CVLTORES SVI DEVS 
PROTEGIT MM cross on step. MB. MM negro's 
head, aame with no inner circle, BR. FR., one dot before 
Carolus, after every iFord, and each side of rev. mint- 
mark. MB. MM castle, aa last but no dot before or 
after Carolua or after Et, two between the other words on 
obv., one after Rex, none on rev. MB. Or reading BRL 
FR. ET. HIB., only one dot between each word on obv. 
TSORBTJRN. MM anchor, aa cross on step, but no inner 
circle on obv., BR : FR :, no dots after Carolus, Et, or Rex, 
one between each word on rev,, beaded inner circle on rev. 
MB. Or MA. BR. FR. ET. HIB., faint plain inner circle 
on rev. EVANS. MM heart. These differ slightly by 
having the front part of the bust descending nearly to the 
edge of the coin and dividing the legend. The X in the 
field is larger than before, and there is an inner circle on 
both sides. Legends aa first with MM lis, but MA., HI., 
no dot after Rex. MB. Or with dot after every word on 
both sides, except Sui ; before Cnltores, and after rev. mint- 
mark. (120) MB. Or with dot also after Sui, none after 
Rex or before Caltores. MB. MM plume, bust similar but 
smaller, dividing inner circle but not legend ; X smaller. 
Rev. as before but the harp is smaller and has no head. 
Inner circle both sides. Legends as first with MM lis but 
MA., dot after every word and before Cultores, and after 
rer. mint-mark. MB. Or legends as first with MM plume 
but HI., plain and beaded inner circle on rev. EVANS. 

Type 2. Like Unites type 2 but no dot each side of 
crown on rev. MM rose. Legends as first with MM Ha, 
dot after every word on both sides escept Carolus, before 
Carolos and after rev. mint-mark. (121) MB, 

Type 3. Like Unites type 3, but bust not the same, 
confined within inner circle, lace different, more hair, 
MM rose, that on obv. being much larger than that on rev. 
and of a different shape. Legends as first with MM lis but 

11 




Ma., hi., dot after every word except Rer, two 1 
Oultorea. MB. 

With bast like Unites type 3, but confined within innd 
circle. MM harp. . CAE.OLVS, D. G. MAG. BRI. FR. ET. 
EIB. EEX. Rev. CVLTORES SVI DEVS PEOTEGIT 
(122) MH. MM portcallis, same with dot between each 
word on rev. MB. MM bell, MA. BR. FR. ET. HI. Dot 
after each word on rev. and after rev. mint-mark. MB. 
Rad. xiii. 6. MM crowu, as last bat no dot either side of 
rev. mint-mark. MB. MM upright anchor, copied from 
the last bnt rader, legends as MM bell, but no dot 
before or after obv. legend, dot between each word on rev. 
and after rev, mint-mark. MB. MM prostrate anchor, 
similar to but not identical with the last, dot before Carolus. 
MB. MM triangle, identical with Inst, but ERA. ET. 
HIB,, dots on obv. as MM harp. MB. 

With bust similar but broader, the fignres in the ahield 
larger, and letters and crowns on each eide of shield larger. 
MM star. Legends as MM harp bnt BRI : ERA : ET. 
EI :, no dot before or after Carolus, one after every word 
on rev. and after rev. mint-mark. MB. 

Bbiot. 1. Exactly like Briot's first Unite, but BBITAN., 
no lozenge after Rex, rev. legend CVLTORES. SVI. DEVS. 
PROTEGIT. All the dots are lozenge shaped. MB. 
2. Same, but lozenge with B under it instead of mint-mark 
on obv., MAG. BRITAN., lozengo after Rex. MB. 
S. Obv. exactly like Briot's second Unite, but MAG. 
BRITAN. FRAN. ET. HIB. REX Rev. same as the last 
two. MB. Rud. xiv. 2. 

OsFOHD DooBLS Ceowns. 1642. Coin very broad and 
thin, bust copied fi'om typo 3 but ruder workmanship, 
within inner circle; -X* behind head. MM plume. CA- 
ROL VS : D : G 1 JL4.G : BR. FR : ET : HI : EEX Rev. 
Type like the Oxford Unites, inscription on scroll which ia 
connected with the inner circle, three plumes, with bands 
nnder them, above it, 1642 below. EXVEGAT. DEVS. 
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DISSIPENTVR : lOTMIOI : RELIG :PROT LEG : ANG 
LIBEB:PAR. (123) MB. 

1G43. Boat much largerj laco and armour different, bust 
descends to edge of coin, legend begins at bottom, and is 
the same as on the first Unitoof 1613 {p. 154), except that 
there is no dot before Carolns. Rev. same as second UnitO 
of 1643, with small annnleta for stops. There is one before 
Exnrgat and Liber, and after every word. MB. End. 
xiii. 11. 

1644. A coin similar to the last bat reading MAG:, 
ftnd with the date 1Q44, OX, is said to have been sold at 
Miss Currer's sale in 1862, in extremely fine preservation, 
for £43, and another, very fine, "with four pelleta and a 
lozenge after Iniinici, at Capt, Murcfiison's Bale in 1864 for 
£40. Num. Ghr., N. S., ii. 232 ; U. 229. 

Bbistol Double Cbown. Like the Bristol TTnite, but 
bast small, entirely confined within inner circle. MM'BR" 
in monogram between two plumes. -CAHOLVS. D. G. 
MAG : B : P : ET. HIB : REX. Rev. EXVRGAT. DEVS. 
DISSIPENTVR. INIMICI. REL : PRO : LEG: ANG : 
LIB : PAR : Monogram BR, between legend and inscrip- 
tion. Date nader scroll, 1645, (124) MB. 

BRITAIN CROWN. Valuers. Weight Zh'^^grs. Fine- 
ness 22 ds. These correspond in type to the double 
crowns, but have V instead of X behind the head. 

Type 1. MM lis, exactly like the first double crown 
with MM on rev. to right of crown, but HI, instead of HIB. 
MB. Rud. xiii. 3 reads BRI. for Br. and omits the reverse 
mint-mark. 

Type In. MM cross on step, like donble crown with 
Bame mint-mark. CAROLVS, D. G. MAG. BR. FR. ET. 
HI. REX Rev. CVLTOBES, SVI. DEVS. PROTEG, dot 
after rev. mint-mark. MB. MM negro's head, same, but 
breast divides legend, MA,, PEOTEGIT, dot before Carolus, 
none on rev. MB. MM castle, no inner circle, breast docs 
not divide legend, CAEOLYS D : G : MA : BR : FR ET. 

n* 
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HI RES Eev. CVLTORES SVI DEVS PROTEG: 
or MAG, EVANS, or PltOTEGIT, no stops on rev., : 
Fr and Hi, none after Et. MB. MM heart, like ne 
head, but smaller and neater. Dot after every word ei 
Protegit, one before Carolus, Fr, and Cultores, and i 
rev. mint-mart, two after D, G, Ma, Fr, and Hi. 
MM plnme, same, with no dots on rev. MS. 

Type 3, MM harp, liko donble crown with same i 
mark, bnt reading BR. FR. ET. HI., and with no i 
cirole. TSORBUBN. MM portcullis, like double crow; 
with same mint-mark. CAROLVS. D. G. MA. BR. FR. ] 
HI. RES Rev. CVLTORES. SVI. DEVS. PROTEGI^ 
MB. MM crown, same with dot before and after obr>|| 
legend, none on rev., shield on rev. smaller. MB. 
ton, as last, but dots as portcullis. MB. Kud, siii 
MM anchor, prostrate on obv,, upright on rev., bust slig 
different, hair finer, legends as portcullis but no dot t 
Hi, shield as crown and ton. (125) MB. MM trianglw 
type copied from the last. CAROLVS. D. G. MAG BR ' 
FR ET HI. REX Rev. CVLTORES. SVI. DEVS 
PROTEGIT MB. MM star, same as last but D : 
MA BR : FR : ET HI MB. On this coin the MM ( 
on the obverse is struck over a triangle. MM triangle 
in circle, same aa triangle but MAG. BR. FR. ET. 
THORBURN. MM (P) on obv. only, type aa MM crown, 
legends aa triangle but FRA. MB. MM sun, type as 
crown, .CAROLVS. D : G : MAG : BRI : FRA : ET. BIB : 
REX. Rev. aa triangle. MB. 

Bkiot. Same aa bis second double crown, but obrJ 
legend CAROLVS. D : G. MAG. BHIT. FR. ET. HIBj 
REX MB. 

No gold coins of this small denomination seem to bavf 
been struck at any of the provincial mints. 

The dates attached to the mint-marks in the foUowisft 
table are tbose given by Roding, who copied them fromfl 
Folkes. 
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Tabus of Mnrc Marks. 





Unite. 


£3. 


• Angel. 


Double Cr. 


Brit. Cr. 


TypbI. 
lis, 1625. Bust in ruff 






















and collar of garter; 












sq. shield 


+ 






+ 


4- 


Cross on step, 1625, 












1626 . 


Montagu 










Type la. 












Cross on step, 1625, 












1626. Bust in ruff, 












armour, sq. shield . 


+ 




+ 


+ 


4- 


Negro's head, 1626, 












1627 . 


+ 




+ 


+ 


4- 


Castle, 1627 . 


+ 




+ 


+ 


4- 


Anchor, 1628 . 


+ 




+ 


+ 




Heart, 1629 . 


+ 




Cuff 


+ 


4- 


Heart, rev. Plumo 


Evans 










Plume, 1630 . 


+ 






+ 


4- 


„ „ oval sh. . 


+ 










Type 2. 












Plume, 1630, Bust in 












ruff, armour, oval sh. 


4- 










Bose, 1631 


+ 




+ 


+ 




Type 3. 












Bose, 1631, Bust in 












collar, oval shield . 








4- 




Harp, 1632 . 


+ 






4- 


Thoi-burn 


Portcullis, 1633 


+ 




4- 


4- 


4- 


Bell, 1634 


+ 




Bud. 


4- 




Crown, 1635 . 


+ 






4- 


4- 


Ton, 1636-1638 


+ 








4- 


Upright Anchor, 1638 








4- 




Prostrate Anchor, 1638 


4- 






4- 


4- 


Triangle, 1639 


+ 






4- 


+ 


8tAr, 1640 


+ 






4- 


4- 


Triangle in circle, 1641 


+ 








Thorbuin 


(P), 1643 


+ 








4- 


(B), 1644 
Eye, 1645 


+ 










yc 










8nn, 1645 


+ 








4- 


Sceptre, 1646 . 


+ 










Bbiot. 












Flower and B, rey. B., 












1632 


+ 






4- 




No MM on oby., rey. B. 






+ 






B on both sides 








4- 


4- 


Anchor, 1638 . 


+ 











The descriptions of type do not apply to the angelB« 
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Tabu of Mrar "Kuisa— continued. 



OzVOBD. 

1642| Declaration type 
„ MM plume 

1643, Declaration type 
,1 MM plume 
„ Ozon.MMplume 

1644 Ox.,MMpIume. 
f, OzoUyMMplume 

1645, MM plume 

1646 Oz., MM plume. 


Unite. 


£3. 


Angel. 


Double Cr. 


Brit. Cr. 


+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 


+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 
+ 




+ 
+ 

NC 




Bbistoi. 
1645, BB, declaration 
^^e • • 


+ 






+ 




Ukceetaik. 
Plume, bust in collar, 

oval shield • 
A round object 


+ 
+ 











COHHONWEALTHj 1648 TO 1660. 

On the 6tli of February, 1648-9, what then remained of 
the House of Commons voted that the House of Peers was 
useless and dangerous and ought to be abolished, and on the 
7th that the kingly office was unnecessary, burdensome, and 
dangerous, and ought to be abolished. The bills carrying 
out these resolutions were not declared to be statutes till 
the 17th and 19th of March, but on the 13th the House 
ordered that money of gold and silver should be coined with 
its own style and authority, and the type and inscription were 
settled by a resolution of the 25th of April and an Act of 
the 17th of July, 1649. This alteration Sir Robert Harley, 
master of the mint, refused to carry out, and he was accord- 
ingly removed, as well as other officers of the mint who 
refused either to deliver up their patents from the late king 
or to accept new ones; and Dr. Aaron Guerdain was 
appointed master of the mint. 

The new coins were all of crown gold, and consisted of 




I pieces o£ 20s, lOs, and 5s, all bearing the same device, from 
the appearance of which they got the name of " breeches 
mouey." The weight of the Unite was 1401 gra., and 
the others in proportion. They all havo on the obverse 
a shield bearing St. George's Cross, with a sprig of laurel 
to the right, and of palm to the left, with the inscription 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND ; and on the 
reverse two ahieida, one bearing the cross of St. George, the 
other the harp, touching at the top, within an inner circle, 
numerala indicating the value above the shields. Legend 
GOD WITH VS, and the date above. The mint-mark is 
always a sun or an anchor, and is placed on the obverse only. 
Coins with the anchor mint-mark are rare. 

UNITES. MM sun, . XS . above shields on rev., dot after 
every word, before The, and after date. 1649, Rud. siv. 4. 
1650, 1651, 1652, 1653 with no dot after VS or THE (or 
with dot, EVANS), 1654 and 1656 like 1649, 1657 ; there are 
two dies of this last date, the principal difference being in 
the shape of the laurel branch. The dots, &c. are as in 1649. 
MM anchor, 1660, otherwise as 1649. (126) All in MB. 
except that of 1654, which is in Mr. Evans's coUection. 

DOUBLE CROWN. MM son, . X . above shields, other- 
wise as first Unite. 1C49, 1650 (127), 1651 no dot before 
or after obv. legend, 1652 and 1653 like 1649. MM anchor, 
1660, otherwise aa 1649. Eud. xiv. 5. All in MS. 

BRITAIN CROWN. MM sun, . V . above shields, no dot 
before or after obv. legend, otherwise as first Unite, 1649. 
1650 with dots (123), 1651 with no stops on obv. 1652, as 
1649, or with no stops on obv. and reading ENGLAN. 1653, 
aa 1661. 1654, dot after every word and before legend on 
both sides of the coin. MM anchor, no stops on obv., 
ENGLAN, 1658, Rud. xiv. 6, 1660. All in MB. except 
that of 1654, which is in Mr. Evans's collection. 

On the 23nl February, 1656-7, the proposal was made to 
the House of Commend, which was afterwards carried, to offer 
to the Protector the title of King; and on the 4th February, 




1657-8, the Protector dissolved his last Parliament after a 
16 days' Session, because it was not submitting to iis 
authority. The idea of exalting the personal authority of 
Cromwell was therefore rife in those years; and this may 
explain the fact that in 1656 and 1658 the officers of the 
mint struck some 20s pieces, as well as some silver coins, 
with Cromwell's head on one side and a shield crowned 
on the other side. They were beautifully engraved by 
Simon, and were made with the mill and screw which 
were now re-introduced; and upon them the name and title 
of OLIVAE D. G. R. P. ANG. SCO . ET . HIB &c PRO 
{Protector of the Repnblio of England, &.c.) takes the place 
of the name of the Commonwealth j but ho appears never 
to have ventured to pub them into circulation, and they 
therefore do not come within the design of this book as 
current coins. Those of 1656 did not occur in the trial of 
the Fix made on the Srd December, 1657, as they would 
have done if they had been then current ; and there was but 
little time to put those of 1 658 into circulation before the 
death of the Protector, which took placeon the Srd September 
ia that year. They are not mentioned in the proclamation 
of 1661, which called in all coins stamped with the name of 
the Commonwealth. 



Table of Mint Masks. 



I 











Unite. 


Double Cr. 


Brit. Cr. 


Sun, 1849 . 


+ 


+ 


+ 


1650 . 








-f 


+ 


+ 


1651 . 








+ 


+ 


-1- 


1652 . 








+ 


+ 


+ 


16S3 . 








+ 


+ 


+ 


1654 . 








Evaiu 




ETani 


1656 








+ 






1657 








++ 






Anchor, 1658 . 












+ 


1660 . 








-f 


+ 


" 
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Charles II, 1660 to 1684. 

Charles II upon Itis restoration made no alteration in the 
coins, except by restoring the type used by his father, with 
a laoreated bust substituted for a crowned oue. The inden- 
ture for this coinage waa made with Sir Ralph Freeman, on 
the 20th of July, 1660, and Unites, Double Crowns, and 
Britain Crowns were made by virtue of it, the dies being 
engraved by Simon. Bat it was very soon resolved to 
establish permanently in the mint the improved process of 
coining by the mill and screw, a process which had been 
introduced and abandoned in the reign of Elizabeth, and 
re-introduced under the Protectorate, though in consequence 
of the opposition made to it in the mint it was only used for 
Cromwell's pattern pieces, and not for the public currency- 
In 1661 it was ordered that the necessary engines should be 
erected ; in 1662 Blondeau was engaged to make the new 
money, and Roettior to engrave the dies, and it was Erst 
coined on tho 6th o£ Februaryj 1662-3, and was made 
current by a proclamation of March 27tl], 1663. Of the new 
gold money, pieces of 100s, 40s, 20b, and 10s were made; 
but previously to this, on August 26th, 1061, the value of all 
current gold coins had beon raised, the first unites of James I, 
1604 to 1619, being raised to 238 6d, and all coined since 1619 
to 21g id, and the other coins in proportion ; and accordingly 
the new pieces, which were of the same standard as before, 
had to be made lighter than the old ones, the 20s pieces 
now weighing 131|J grs. Tho ancient coins made of gold 
of the old standard were also raised at tho same time, tho 
rose lyal of James I to 35*, and the angels of James I and 
Charles I to lis 8d. As a great deal of the gold of which 
the new coins were made had been imported from Guinea 
by the African Company, tho new 20s pieces received the 
name of Guineas, tho old ones being distingniahod by tho 
name of Broads. In 1670 the weight was still further reduced, 
it being ordered that a pound of crown gold should now be 




made into £44. 10a by tale, the eame sum wliich diaries I 
had made out of a pound of the old standard. This made 
the weight of the guinea 129-^| gra., and all subsequent 
guineas have been of this weight. All the coins wero made 
of crown golcl, i.e., 22 cts, fine to 2 eta. alloy, a mistuTB 
which has ever since been exclusively uaed. 

HAMMERED MONEY. Of this there are two different ' 
coinages, one weighing 140|^ grs, to the unite and having 
no numerals behind the headj the other weighing 131|| grs. 
to the unite and having the value of the eoin indicated by 1 
numerals behind the head. Neither has any inner circle. The 
date of the second coinage ia fixedby a warrant of November 
28th, 1G61, which ordered the values of all new pieces 
to be stamped upon them. On all these pieces the king's 
bust is roproBonted in profde to the left, laureate, long hair, 
neck bnrGj armour with scarf over it, Tbo reverse has au 
oval shield garnishee], crowned, between C and R. The shield 
is the same as on Charles I's type 3, but the crown is 
broader and flatter, and the C and R at the sides are not 
crowned. The legends on the unites and double crowns 
are CAROLVS. H. D. G. MAG. BHIT. FRAN. ET. HIB. 
REX Rev. FLORENT. CONCORDIA. REGNA. The 
crowns have the obverse legend slightly abbreviated. They | 
all have MM crown on obv. only, and they are the last coins 
on which any mint-mark appears. Of the first coinage, we 
have the Unite, Rud. xv. 2, MB. One of these has . before 
and after the reverse legend. The Double Crown, of which 
one variety has two dots after D and one before and after the 
reverse legend, MB., and the other has a different scarf over 
the armour, (129) MB. ; and the Crown, of which one variety 
reads FR and has a dot before and after the reverse legend, 
Eud. XV. 4, MB., and the other reads BR: FR: ET: HI:, 
and has all the letters smaller, : between each word on obv., 
rev. as the last. (130) MB. 

Of tho second coinage, with the numerals XX, X, or T,l 
behind the head, the Unite is like the first nnito, ezceptl 
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ibs.t tho scarf is the Bame as tUmt on tlis second doable 
crown, and that the coin is rather smaller and thicker. 
Bud. xiv. 9, where, however, tho diSerence in the scarf is 
scarcely shown. (131) MB. The Double Crown has btisb 
and legends like the first unite, but tho letters, and the coin 
itself, are much smaller and neater than in the former coinage, 
and there ia a dot before and after the rev. legend. (132) 
Bud. xir. 10. MB. The Crown is almost exactly tho same as 
the first crown, reading FB. ET. HIB. End. xv. 1. MB. 

Milled Monet. 

For tho engraving of the dies for this money there was a 
competition between Simon, who had made those for the 
hammered money and for Cromwell's milled patterns, and 
Roettier, a native of Antwerp, who had been presented to 
the king before the Restoration, Somo patterns for gold 
unites and double crowns (Rud. xiv. 8, xv. 3), as well as 
for silver coins, were executed by Simon, bat those of 
Boettier were approved and adopted, and Simon was not 
afterwards employed upon English coins. 

The milled coins have the king's bast to the right 
(instead of like the bammored ones to tho left), laareato, 
long hah-, no drapery. The bust descends nearly to the 
edge of the coin, and divides tho legend both above and 
below. Kev. four shields placed crosswise, crowned, England 
above, France below, Scotland to right, Ireland to left. In 
the centre between tbe shields are four Ce interlinked, from 
which issue four sceptres, one in each interval between tho 
shields, terminating respectively in an orb, thistle, lis, and 
harp. The legends on aU are C AROLVS. II. DEI. GRATIA, 
Bev. MAG. BR. TEA. ET. HIB. RES., with the date at the 
top o^ the coin. There is no inner circle on either side. 
Before 1670 the weights were in the proportion of 131 J^ grs. 
to the guinea, afterwards 129|^ grs. The current value of 
the guinea thi'oughout the reign was 20«, and the metal was 
Ci-OWQ gold, 22 cts. fine. 
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Many of the coins have an elephant witli, after 1675, a 
castle on kia back, under the bust. These are the coins 
which were mads of the gold imported by the African 
Company, ■whose charter gave them the privilege of having 
coins made of gold or silver imported by tbem thus marked. 

FIVE GUINEAS. These have their edges marked with 
the words DECVS ET TVTAMEN (the legend being so 
placed for the purpose of being both "an ornament and a 
protection" to the coin against being clipped), followed by 
the date ANNO KEGNI VICESIMO, or as the case may 
be. The reign was calculated as having begun on the day 
of the death of Charles I. 

Type I. Lovelock in front of shoulder, truncation of bust 
pointed. 1668, with and without elephant under bast, 
ANNO REGNI VICESIMO. (133). lCfl9, with elephant, 
VICESIMO PRIMO. These are of the weight of 051 ^f gra. 
The following weigh only 647|| grs. 1670, VICESIMO 
SECVNDO. 1672, VICESIMO QVARTO. 1673, VICESIMO 
QVINTO. 1675, VICESIMO SEPTIMO, all without the 
elephant. 1675, VICESIilO SEPTIMO with the elephant. 
1676, VICESIMO SEPTIMO without the elephant. 1676, 
VICESIMO OCTAVO with the elephant and cistle. 1677, 
VICESIMO NONO, with and without elephant and castle, 
1678, TRICESIMO, with elephant and castle. AU theae, 
are in MB. Rud. xv. 5. 

Type 2. Weight Qi7^ grs. Bolder work, no lovelookii 
truncation rounded. 1678, 1679, 16S0, 1681, 1682, 1683, 
without, and 1681 and 1684 with, elephant and castle. The 
dates on the edges are respectively TRICESIMO, and 
TRICESIMO PKIMO, SECVNDO, TERTIO, QVAETO^. 
QVINTO, SEXTO. All in MB. Rud. xv. 

TWO GUINEAS. These are similar to the five gaineasj 
but their edges are milled and have no inscription. Type 1, 
weight 263-if grg., type like the first five guineas 
both with and without an elephant under the busi 
End. XV. 6. 



4 
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Type 2. Weight 258Jf grs., type like the second type of 
the five guineas; 1675, 1676, 1677, 1678, 1679, 1681, 1683, 
1684, without, and 1676 and 1684 with elephant and castle 
under bust. All in MB. (134) Eud. xv. 10. 

GUINEAS. Similar to the two guineas. 

Type 1, weight 131|^ grs., type like the first type of the 
five guineas, 1663 with and without the elephant. MB, 

Type 2, like the former guineas but the head a little 
broader, and the hair brought more forward on the shoulder, 
1664 and 1665 with the elephant, Eud. xv. 7, 1664, 1666, 
1667, 1668, and 1670, without. (135) MB. 

Type 3. Weight 129|| grs., type like the second type of 
the five guineas ; every year from 1672 to 1684 inclusive 
without, and 1675, 1676, 1677, 1682, 1683, with the elephant 
and castle under the bust. All in MB, Eud. xv. 11. 

HALF-GUINEAS. Similar to the two guineas. 

Type 1 like the first type of the five guineas, 1669, 
weighing 65ii grs., and 1670 weighing 64||^ grs., without 
the elephant. MB, Eud. xv. 8 has an elephant, but the 
reverse is not given, and it does not appear what the date 
or the weight is. 

Type 2. Weight 64|f grs., type like the second type of 
the five guineas; 1672, 1675, 1676, 1679, 1681, 1683, and 
1684 without, and 1676, 1677, 1678, with, elephant and 
castle under bust, all in MB. (136) Eud. xv. 12. 



Hahmebed Monet. 





Unite. 


Doable Cr. 


Brit. Cr. 


1660-1 MM crown, no numerals . 


+ 


+ 


+ 


„ „ smaller 








letters 






+ 


„ „ different 








8car£ 




+ 




1661-2 „ numerals behind 








the head • 


+ 


+ 


+ 
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MnxiD MoMiT, 




trancation 



1663 
1664 

1664 
1665 

• 

1666 
1667 
1668 

1668 
1669 
1669 
1670 

1672 



„ elephant 
broaa bust 



1663 Lorelock, 
pointed , 
t$ 

99 

on guinea 

99 99 elephant 

99 99 broad 

busty elephant . 

99 broad bust 

99 broad bust 

99 broad bust 

on guinea 

99 99 elephant 

»l 99 

99 99 elephant 

99 ^ 99 broad 

bust on guinea • 

99 99 

1672 No lovelock, truncation 
rounded • 

1673 Lorelock, truncation 

pointed • 

1673 iSo loTelock, truncation 

rounded . « 

1674 „ „ „ 

1675 LoTelock, truncation 

pointed • 

1675 ,9 „ elephant 

1676 No lovelock, truncation 

rounded . 

1675 „ „ elephant 
and castle 

1676 Lovelock, truncation 

pointed . 
1676 Ijovelock, truncation 

pointed, elephant and 

castle 
1676 No lovelock, truncation 

rounded . 

1676 „ „ elephant 
and castle 

1677 Lovelock, truncation 

pointed . 
1677 „ „ elephant 

and castle 
1677 No lovelock, truncation 

rounded . 
1677 „ „ elephant 

and castle 
1G78 Lovelock, truncation 

pointed, elephant and 

castle • • 



+ 



+ 
+ 



+ 



+ 






+ 
+ 



+ 
+ 



+ 



+ 
+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 
+ 



+ 
+ 



+ 
+ 



+ 
+ 



+ 
+ 



+ 

+ 



+ 
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MiLLiD Matrn'—eontinued. 





, i 


tmnoation 


5 gaas. 


2gua8. 


Igua. 


igua. 


1678 No lorelock 










rounded 




• ■ 


+ 


+ 


+ 




1678 „ 


»> 


elephant 










* and castle 




• • 








+ 


1679 „ 


>• 




+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


1680 „ 


9$ 




-f- 




+ 




1681 ,. 


99 




+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


1681 ,. 


»> 


elephant 










and castle 




• • 


+ 








1682 ,. 


t» 




-f- 




+ 




1682 M 


91 


elephant 










and castle 




• • 






+ 




1683 


»9 


• 


+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


1683 „ 


»9 


elephant 










and castle 




• • 






+ 




1684 ,, 


9> 


■ 




+ 


+ 


+ 


1684 ., 


»* 


elephant 










and castle 




• • 


+ 


+ 







James II, 1684 to 1688. 

James sacceeded his brother on the 6th of Febraary, 
1684-5j and continued the coinage on the principles 
established in 1670, the metal being crown gold, and the 
guinea weighing 129|^ grs., and being current at 20^. The 
legends are, obv. lACOBVS. II. DEI. GEATIA, Rev. 
.MAG. BR. FRA. ET. HIB REX. with the date. The type 
is the same as that of his brother, except that the bust is 
turned to the left and the hair is differently arranged, a long 
lock lying along the side of the neck ; and the Gs in the 
centre of the reverse are omitted. The elephant and castle 
appears on some of the coins, but not the elephant alone. 

FIVE GUINEAS. These are inscribed on the edge 
DECVS ET TVTAMEN ANNO REGNI, &c. 1686 
SECVNDO. On this piece the sceptres are erroneously 
arranged, the harp and lis having changed places, the harp 
being placed between the French and Irish, and the lis 
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between the Irish and English shields. There is no elephant. 
(137) MB. The rest have the sceptres correctly arranged. 

1687 TERTIO and 1688 QVAETO without, and the same 
dates with, elephant and castle under bust. All in MB. 
End. XV. 13, 17. 

TWO GUINEAS. Like the five guineas, except that 
the edges are milled instead of being inscribed, and that the 
sceptres are always correctly arranged. 1686 with elephant 
and castle. Bud. xv. 18. We do not know this coin, and 
Ending does not say in what collection it was to be found. 
1687, 1688, without elephant and castle. MB. Bud. xv. 14. 

GUINEAS. Like the two guineas; 1685, 1686, 1687, 

1688 without, and the same dates with, the elephant and 
castle. All in MB. (138) Bud. xv. 15, 19. 

HALF GUINEAS. Like the two guineas. 1686, 1687, 
1688 without, and 1686 with the elephant and castle. All 
in MB. Bud. xv. 16, 20. 





5 guas. 


2 gnas. 


Igua. 


Jgua. 


1686 .... 
With elephant and castle 






+ 




1686 Sceptres erroneous on 
5 gnas 
With elephant and castle 


+ 


Eud, 


+ 


+ 


1687 .... 
With elephant and casUe 


+ 


+ 




+ 


1688 • . . • 
With elephant and castle 


+ 
+ 


+ 


+ 

+ 


+ 



William ahd Maet, 1G88 to 1694. 

Throughout tliia reign gold continued to be coined on 
the principles established in 1670. Tho type of all the 
coins is, obv. busts of king aod qneen to right, nocks bare, 
he laureate; legend GVLIELMVS. ET. MARIA. DEI. 
GRATIA Rev. sqnaro Ebield, garniahed, crowned, bearing 
the arms of, in Erst and fourth quarter France and England 
quarterlj, second Scotland, third Ireland ; those of Nassau 
on an escutcheon of pretence; legend MAG. BR. FR. ET. 
HIB. REX. ET. BEGINA. with the date at the top of the 
coin. There is no inner circle. 

FIVE GUINEAS. These have on their edge, like the 
previous ones, DECVS ET TVTAMEN ^VNNO REGNI 
&c. They occur of the dates of 1691 TERTIO, 1692 
QVARTO, and 1693 QVINTO, without, and the same dates 
and 1694 SEXTO with the elephant and castle under the 
busts, the mark of the African Company (ante, p. 172), 
Rud. xvi. 1, 5. All are in MB. except that of 1693 without 
the elephant. 

TWO GUINEAS. Like the five guineas, but edges 
millod, not inscribed; 1693 and 1694 without, and 1694 
with elephant and caetle under busts. (139) Rud. xvi. 2. 
MB. Ending, xvi. 6, gives also 1691 with elephant, but ho 
gives no authority for tho coin. On aU his representations 
of the coins of this and the last reign the castle on tho 
elephant's back is omitted. 

GUINEAS. Like the two guineas, but the shield on rev. 
is scarcely garnished ; 1669, 1690, 169], 1692, 1693,1694 
without, and 1689, 1691, 1692, 1693, 1694 with elephant and 
castle. Rud. xvi. 3, 7. That of 1694 with elephant and 
castle was exhibited to the Numismatic Society in Febrnarj', 
1881, by Mr. Copp. Tho others are in MB. 

HALF-GUINEAS. These are like tho guineas, but tho 
busts on that dated 1689 have the hair arranged differently, 
none being drawn down over cither forehead, and the ring- 

12 
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lets curling back from tho neck. This coin is without the 
elephant. (140) The others have the busts like those on 
the guineas, with the ringlets hanging down the side of the 
neckband occur of the dates 1690, 1691, 1692, 1694 without, 
and 1691 and 1692 with the elephant and castle. Bud. xvi. 
4, 8. That of 1694 was in Mr. Marshall's collection, the 
others are in MB. 





5 guas. 


2gnaR. 


Igua. 


Jgua. 


1689 Sindetson i gua. curling 
back 






+ 


+ 


elephant and castle 






+ 




1690 . . . . 






+ 


+ 


1691 . . . . 


+ 




+ 


+ 


elephant and castle 


+ 


End. 


+ 


+ 


1692 . . . . 


+ 




+ 


+ 


elephant and castle 


+ 




+ 


+ 


1693 . . . . 


+ 


+ 


+ 




elephant and castle 


+ 




+ 




1694 . . . . 




+ 


+ 


Marshall 


elephant and castle 


+ 


+ 


Copp 





William III, 1694 to 1701. 

Queen Mary died on December 28th, 1694. At this 
time the silver coins in circulation had become so much 
deteriorated that they contained on an average scarcely 
more than half their proper quantity of silver, and, 
accordingly, the guinea, which was nominally worth 20«, 
was usually given and received for 30«. In 1695 a pro- 
clamation put an end to the currency of all silver coins 
''clipped within the ring^' from the ensuing 13th of 
February, and an Act was passed for calling in and re- 
coining all such clipped money, which was carried into 
effect in the two following years. In consequence of these 
measures the current value of the guinea fell rapidly. The 
House of Commons resolved, on the 15th of February, 
1695-6^ that no guineas should pass in any payments at 
above the rate of 28*, which they reduced on the 28th of 



tlio same montli to 26^. Xa accordance with the latter 
resolution aa Act waa passed to impose a penalty on any 
person wlio should, after Marcli 2oth, 1G915, receive or pay 
any guineas at a tiglier rate than 26s, or tlie other gold 
coins in proportion j provided tliat notliing in tlieAct should 
be construed to compel any person to receive guineas at that 
rate ; and, by another Act of the same session, the penalty 
is extended to all who, after April 10th, 1696, shall receive 
or pay them at a higher rate than 22a for a guinea. A third 
Act called in all the hammered silver money and made it no 
longer current from December 1st, 1696 j and in 1698 the 
House resolved that no one was obliged to take guineas at 
22», and their current price fell to 21s 6d, at which rate they 
were received by the officers of the revenue. 

The bad state of the silver coins Iiaving raised gold coins 
to GO high a price, a great quantity of gold bullion was 
imported by private persons, who got it coined at the Tower 
and made thereby great profits, since, by an Act of the 
18th Charles II, which, though originally temporary, bad 
been constantly renewed, all bullion of gold and silver was 
there coined, without any charge whatever, for the person 
■who brought it. In 1695 700,411 gaineas were so coined 
for private persons, besides 21,389 for the African Company. 
WhQe 30» could be obtained for a guinea, this occasioned 
a great di'ain of silver coins of good weight out of the 
kingdom, for gold was imported and coined to buy them, 
and when bought they wera melted down, and the bnllion 
exported; so to stop this it was enacted in 1695 that, 
from March 2ud, 1G95, to January lat, 1690, no guineas 
should bo imported, and the mint should bo under no 
obligation to receive or coin any gold whatever except for 
tho Royal African Company, whose gold, imported in retom 
for goods sent to Africa, was to be coined into half-guineas. 
This Act, however, was repealed almost as soon as it camo 
into force, and the great recoinage of silver soon reduced 
the gold coins to their proper proportional value. On 
12 * 
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Febmary 5tli, 1700-1, a proclamation was issued that the 
French louis d'or and the Spanish pistole should not go for 
more than 17s, which hroaght such a vast quantity of them 
to the mint that £1, 100,000 was coined out of them. This 
abundance in the country of French coin gave rise to a 
report, mentioned by Burnet, that \t was imported by 
the French ambassador. Count Tallard, for purposes of 
comiptioa. See also Smollett, vol. i. p. 419. 

No gold was coined daring this reign elsewhere than 
at the Tower, the country mints used during the great 
recoinage of ailrer having been employed for that metal 
only. 

William Ill's coins have on the obverse his bast to right, 
laureate, long hair, nock bare. GVLIELMVS. III. DEI. 
GRA. Bev. four Ehiolda placed crosswise, each crowned, 
England above, France below, Scotland to right, Ireland to 
left, like the coins of Charles II and James II. Between 
them, in the centre of tte coin, is the shield of Nassau, 
whence issue four sceptres, terminating respectively in orb, 
thistle, lis, and harp. Legend -MAG. BR. FRA. ET. HIB. 
BEX. with the date. 

FIVE GUINEAS. These have tho edge inscribed 
DECVS ET TVTAMEN ANNO REGNI, &c. The bust 
has a lovelock brought forward on tho shoulder. Dates 
1C99 VNDECIMO, with and without tho elephant and 
castle (141}j 1700 DVODECIMO without; 1701 DECIMO 
TERTIO without ; tho work of this last is much finer and 
bolder than the others. Rud. xvi. 0, 13. MB. 

TWO GUINEAS. These were only struck in 1701, 
and are like the five guineas of that year, except that there 
is no lovelock on the shoulder, and that tho edge is milled, 
not inscribed. (142) Rud. xvi. 10. MB. One with the 
elephant and castle, dated 1G99, given in Rud, xvi. H, is, 
according to hia editor of 1840, "unknown and supposed to 
be imaginary," 

GUINEAS. The following are like the five guinoaa, 



4 
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but the lovelock is not brought forward on the shoulder, 
and the edges are milled; 1695, 1696 without, and 1695 
with the elephant and castle. (143) End. xvi. 11. The 
following are similar, but the head is somewhat larger, 
and berries are introduced in the laurel wreath ; the letter- 
ing also is somewhat bolder : 1698, 1699, 1700, 1701 without, 
and 1699, 1700 with the elephant and castle. Bud. 
xvi. 15. Another of 1701, without the elephant and castle, 
is like the five guinea of that date, with the lovelock 
brought forward on the shoulder, and the workmanship 
bolder. (144) All in MB,^ except the guineas of 1696 and 
1699 without the elephant, which were in Mr. Marshall's 
collection. 

HALF-GUINEAS. Like the guineas of 1698. Dates 
1695, 1697, 1698, 1700, 1701 without, and 1696, 1698 
with the elephant and castle. (145) Bud. xvi. 12, 16. MB. 





5 guas. 


2 guas. 


Igua, 


\ gua. 


1695 .... 






+ 


+ 


„ With elephant and castle . 






+ 




1696 .... 






Afarslial] 




„ With elephant and castle . 








+ 


1697 . . . . 








+ 


1698 Head large, berries in 










wreath • 






+ 


+ 


„ „ with ele- 










phant and castle 








+ 


1699 LoYelock on shoulder 


+ 








„ „ elephant 










and castle 


+ 








Head large, berries in 










wreath . 






Marshall 




„ „ with ele- 










phant and castle 




End. 


+ 




1700 Lovelock on shoulder 


+ 








Head large, berries in 










wreath 






+ 


+ 


„ „ with ele- 










phant and castle 
1701 Head large, berries in 






+ 












wreath . . 






+ 


+ 


Lovelock on shoulder, fine 










work 


+ 




+ 




Fine work» no lovelock . 




+ 
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Annb, 1701 TO 1714. 

Anne succeeded her brother-in-law on March 8, 1701-2, 
and carried on the coinage on the same principles as before. 
Her coins have her bust turned to the left, hair filleted. 
She is said to have objected to being represented with bare 
neck and breast, as her predecessors had been, and accord- 
ingly, although there is a pattern guinea of 1702 without 
drapery, all her current coins have drapery over the 
shoulders, which is fastened in front by a brooch. Tho 
reverse has four shields crosswise crowned, with sceptres 
between them, like William Ill's coins. The elephant and 
castle is placed under the bust on the coins made from tho 
gold of the African Company, and the word VIGO on some 
coins struck in 1702 and 1703, of gold captured in tbe tovra 
of Vigo, in Gallicia, which was taken from the Spaniards in 
October, 1702. An alteration in tho arms took place after 
the Union with Scotland on May 1st, 1707, the arms of 
England and Scotland impaled being then placed in the top 
and bottom shield, France to the right, Ireland to the left. 
The Articles of Union provided that the coin should be of 
the same standard and value throughout the United King- 
dom as it was at that time in England ; and that a mint 
should be continued in Scotland under the same rules as 
the mint in England, and the present officers of the mint 
continued, subject to such regulations and alterations as 
Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, or the Parliament 
of Great Britain, should think fit. The silver coins struck 
after this time at the Edinburgh mint have E under tho 
bust ; but it does not appear that any gold was struck there. 
The mint there was finally abolished in 1817, and tho 
buildings sold. 

FIVE GUINEAS. The first of these have the bust to 
left, hair filleted, two small curls above fillet on top of head, 
fillet tied in a bow, of which both ends but only one loop 
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nro visiblo beliind the Lead, lovelock brouglit ovor righb 
slioulder, drapery over the shoulders, fastened in front by 
a brooch. ANNA. DEI. GEATIA. Rev. Four eluelda 
placed crosswise, crowned ; England above, Franco below, 
Scotland to right, Ireland to left. In the centre, between 
the shields, is a rose, from which issue four scoptrea, term!* 
nating respectively in an orb, thistle, lis, and harp. "MAG 
BR. FRA ET. HIB REG. with the date. On the edge 
DECVS ET TVTAMEN ANNO REGNI, &c. These 
occur of the dates 1703 SECVNDO with VIGO under the 
bust, Rud. xvi. 17; 1705 QVARTO ; 170(i QVINTO. 
After the Union the obverse remained as before, but on the 
reverse the top and bottom shields were England and Scot- 
land impaled, with France to right, Ireland to left, and in 
the centre the star of the Order of the Giarter took tho place 
of the rose. BRI. FR. is substituted for BR. FRA. 170G 
QVINTO, this date is a luistake, as, though the Act of 
Union was passed in 1 706, it did not come into operation till 
1707. 1709 OCTAVO, on this the letters of the legends 
are larger. The following have the reverse like the last, 
but the bust ia different, flatter work, the hair in front curia 
over the fillet, there is only one curl above it, and both 
loops of tho bow are seen behind; 1711 DECIMO; 1713 
DVODECIMO (14G), 1714 DECIMO TERTIO. Rud. 
xvii. 4, 8. All in MB. 

TWO GUINEAS. These were only coined after the 
Union, and are like the five guineas of 1706 after tho 
Union, except that tho edges are milled, not inscribed. 
1700, 1711, 1713, 1714. Rud. xvii. 9. MB. Ending's 
xvi. 18 and xvii. 6, dated respectively 1703 with VIGO, 
and 1705, with shields as before the Union, bnt the 
star in the centre of the revei'se, are imaginary, and do 
not exist. 

GUINEAS. Before tho Union, like the five-guinea pieces 
of 1705, but edge miUed not inscribed, 1702; 1703 with 
VIGO under the bust (147), Rud. xvi. 19 ; 1705, Rud. xvii. 
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2; 1706; 1707. After the Union, like the five-guinea 
of 1706 after the Union. 1707, 1708, 1710, 1711, 1712, 
1713, 1714 without, and 1707, 1708, 1709, with elephant 
and castle under the bust. Bud. xvii. 3, 6, 10. Bud. xvii. 1, 
dated 1704, and with an object described as a George in the 
centre of the reverse, is not known, and if it exists it is 
probably a pattern. That of 1707 before the Union was in 
Mr. Marshall's collection. The others are in MB. 

HALF-GUINEAS. Before the Union, like the guineas 
before the Union; 1702; 1703 VIGO under the bust. Bud. 
xvi. 20; 1705. After the Union, like the guineas after 
the Union, every year from 1707 to 1714 inclusive. (148) 
Bud. xvii. 7, 14. All in MB. except 1712, which was in 
Mr. Marshall's collection. 





UWION. 




6 guas. 


2 guas. 


Igua. 


Jgua. 


Bbfobb ihb 










1702 Bose in centre oi 


' rev. 








+ 


+ 


1703 „ 


Vigo 




+ 




+ 


+ 


1705 „ 


. 




+ 




+ 


+ 


1706 „ 


• 




+ 




+ 




1707 „ 


• 








Manluai 




Aptbb ihb 


Ukiow. 












1706 Star in centre of 


rev. 


• 


+ 








1707 „ 


• • 


• 






+ 


+ 


fi »» 


elephant 


and 










castlo 


• . 


. 






4- 




1708 „ 


• . 


• 






+ 


+ 


99 $t 


clepliant 


and 










castlo 


• • 


• 






+ 




1709 „ 


large letters on 










6 guas. 


• . 


• 


+ 


+ 




+ 


»9 H 


elephant 


and 










castle 


• . 








+ 




1710 „ 


. • 








+ 


+ 


1711 „ 


two loops 


to 










bow on 5 guas. 


■ • 




+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


1712 „ 


• • 








+ 


Harahan 


1713 „ 


two loops 


to 










bow on 5 guas. 


• • 




+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


1714 „ 


ti 




+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 




George I, 1714 to 1727. 

No alteration waa mada during this reign In the weight 
or metal of tho coins; but tho value of gold coin as com- 
pared with silver had been steadily going down ainco tho 
groat re-coinage of silver under William III. A guinea, 
which waa coined at the mint at 20«, but which iu 1695 had 
passed current for 30s, waa reduced in 1698 to 21s 6d, and 
although it was generally received and paid at this latter 
rate during the reign of Queen Anne, yet Sir Isaao Newton 
gave it as his opinion that it was not worth in silver bullion 
more than 20s 8i/, and in consequeuco of an address from 
tho House of Commons its current ^■alue was on December 
22nd, 1717, redaced to 2Ifi. The same proclamation ordered 
that the ancieut gold coins of the kingdom which had been 
current at 23s 6^ (which would be tho unites from 1619 
to 1661, tho weight of which waa 110|}grs.) should be 
received at 23» and no more, and those which had been 
current at 25^ 6d (which would be the two first unites of 
Jamca I, 1604 to 1619} at 25s and no more. The only 
other alteratious in the coiuB during this reigu were tho 
issuing quarter guineas for the first time in 1718, and tho 
changes in the royal arms and titles. The following is a 
description of the coins. 

FIVE GUINEAS. Bast to right, laureate, a loop and ono 
cud of the tie appear behind, hair long and curly, one lock 
drawn forward on tho shoulder, no drapery. GEORGIVS. 
D. G. M. BR. FR. ET. HIB. REX F. D. Rev. four 
shields crosswise, each crowned; England and Scotland 
impaled above, France to right, Ireland below, the shield 
of the Electorate to the left; in the centre, between tho 
shields, is the star of the Garter, from which issue four 
sceptres, terminating respectively in an orb, thistle, lis, and 
harp. BllVN ET. L. DVX S. E. I. A. TH ET. EL. 
with the date. On the edge DECVS ET TVTAMEN 
ANNO REGNI, Ac. The meaning of tho reverse legend 
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is '^ Brunsvicensis et Lunenburgensis Dux, Sancti Romani 
Imperii Archi-Thesaurarius et Elector/' The F D on the 
obverse for Fidei Defensor appears now for the first time on 
the coins, though the title had been used on the great seal 
ever since it had been granted by the Pope to Henry VIII. 
The dates of the five-guinea pieces are 1716 SECVNDO; 
1717 TERTIO; 1720 SEXTO; 1726 DECIMO TERTIO. 
The D upon the edge of the coin of 1717, and the Ns on 
that of 1726, are turned upside down. On those of 1716 
and 1717 there is a cross before Decus and after Tutamen. 
(149) Rud. xvii. 12. All in MB. 

TWO GUINEAS. Like the five guineas, but the edge 
milled with oblique lines, not inscribed. 1717, 1720, 1726. 
Rud. xvii. 13. AU in MB. 

GUINEAS. Bust to right, similar to that on the five 
guineas, laureate, two ends of the tye but no loop appearing 
behind, hair long and curly but not brought forward upon 
the shoulder, no drapery. GEORGIVS. D. G. MAG. BR. 
FR. ET. HIB. REX. F. D. Rev. like the five guineas but 
legend BRVN. ET LVN. DVX S. R. I. A. TH. ET. PR. 
EL. 1714. Edge milled with oblique lines. (150) Rud. 
xvii. 16. MB, rare. The obverse of this is of much better 
workmanship than the other coins of this reign, and in 
higher relief. The letters PR mean Prince and appear on 
no other coins. 

The next guineas resemble the five guineas, except that 
the edge is milled with oblique lines, not inscribed, and 
that two ends of the tye and no loop appear behind. 1715, 
there are two difierent busts of this date, one larger and in 
rather less relief than the other. (151) (152) MB. The rest 
of this type have a head rather larger than either of those 
of 1715, and the tye has, a loop and only one end. 1716, 
1717, 1718, 1719, 1720, 1721 ; 1721 with elephant and castle 
below the bust; 1722, 1723. (153) Rud. xvii. 14, 18. MB. 

The following have a bust similar to the preceding, but 
the back of the neck is more bare, the hair curls back from 
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the side of the face, and no lock is brought forwardupon 
the shoulder ; the tye has two ends and no loop, the face is 
older, and the relief higher. Dates 1723, 1724, 1725, 1726, 
1726 with elephant and castle, 1727. All in MB. 

There is also a guinea of 1727 with reverse from the same 
die as the last, and with the same obverse legend, but with a 
very different bust, which, and especially the neck, is longer 
than on any of the previous pieces and in much higher 
relief ; the laui'el has no berries, and its points extend into 
and divide the legend, the hair is long and in four ringlets, 
one of which comes forward on the breast, as in the five 
guineas. This cannot have been engraved by Croker, who 
executed the other dies, and it is evidently the work of 
some young artist, but it is not known who he was. There 
is nothing to show that pieces from this die were ever in 
circulation, and it was very likely executed as a pattern by 
some pupil of Croker's. MB. 

HALF-GUINEAS. Eesembling the guineas of 1715, 
dates 1717, 1718, 1719, 1722. Bud. xvii. 15. Eesembling 
the guineas of 1724, dates 1725, 1726, 1727. (154) All 
inJfB. 

QUAETER GUINEAS. These are all dated 1718, and 
resemble the guineas of 1724. (155) End. xvii. 17. MB. 
They were coined, no doubt, to supply the want of small 
money occasioned by the great scarcity of silver currency 
which was felt at that time, but as they were the first of their 
kind, a great number seem to have been laid by as curiosities, 
and they did not enter into circulation to any very appreciable 
extent. The amount of them coined was only 210 lb., or 
£37,380. 



5 gnu. 2 gnu. 1 gua 1 gua. i goa. 



1714 T^e witlitwo ends, FB-EL. 

1715 ije with two enda, lock 

on Bbonlder 
Similar, IjutJargcrliead . 

1716 Tje with loop and one end, 

lock on ahonlder 

1717 ,. 

Tje with two ouAb, lock on 
shoulder 

1718 „ loop and one end, 
look on shoulder 

„ two ends, lock on 
shoolder 

„ two onda, no lock 
on shonlder, old head 

1719 TVe with loop and one end, 

lock on shoulder 

„ two ends . . 

1720 „ loop and one end 

1721 ,, 

1721 Aa last, elephant and castle 

under bust 

1722 IVe with loop and one end, 

lock on shonlder 

„ two enda, lock on 
shoulder 

1723 Tve with loop and one end, 

lock on shoulder 

1723 T7e with two ends, no lock 

on shoulder, old head 

1724 „ 
1725 

1726 Tve with loop and one end, 

lock on shoulder 
Tye with two ends, no lock 

on shoulder, old head 
As last, elephant and castle 

under bust 

1727 T;e with two ends, no lock 

on shoiUdcr, old head 
Long head, long noints to 
wreath, lock on uioulder 



GsonoE II, 1727 to 1760. 

ITie coinage of George II was conductocl on tlie i 
principlea as tbat of bia fatherj and his coins were of the 
same denomination 3 and value, except that no qnartcr 
guineas were made. In 1732-3 all hammered gold coins, 
hitherto current by the name of broad pieces at tho nitea of 
253 and 23s, with their halves and quarters, having become 
much diminished by wear and clipping, were called in and 
declared to be no longer current, a measure which had been 
adopted with respect to tho hammered silver money by 
William III. And a practice having been discovered of 
filing the edges of tho milled money and imitating the 
Dulling with a file, in 1739 new dies were made for every 
species of coin, and the graining, which had hitherto been 
by diagonal strokes, was now on the two-guiaeaa and 
guineas made with curved lines, so as to be more difficult 
to imitate with a file. The dies up to this time had been 
engraved by Croker; those for these new coins were mado 
by Tanner, and the head is older in appearance, and becomes 
older still after 17'15. On all the gold coins of this reign tho 
armorial bearings are emblazoned upon one shield, as ou 
William and Mary's coins, instead of upon separate shields 
placed crosswise, as they had been on all other milled money 
and on all tho silver coins of this reign. On some of the 
coins the letters E I C aro placed under tho king's bust, 
indicating that they were made for tho East India Company, 
or from gold sent by them to the mint. LIMA, in tho Bame 
position, occurs on coins dated 1745 and 174G, which, 
according to Pollet, were made from bullion captured by 
tho Prince Frederick and Dnko privateers, but, according 
to others, from the gold taken by Lord Auson in the great 
Acnpnlco galloon, which traded between Manilla, in the 
Philippine Islands, and Acapulco, in Mexico, exchanging at 
the latter place the merchandize of Manilla for tho oro of 
Pern. This vessel was captured in June, 1 7-13 ; bnt Anson 
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clid not arrive with the treasure in Enghmd till June, 1 744, 
having previously, during the same voyage, captured a 
considerable quantity of bullion in a ship bound from Callao, 
which is the port of Lima, to Valparaiso, and a much larger 
quantity in the Peruvian town of Paita. On all the bullion 
so captured the name of Lima, the capital of Peru, might not 
inappropriately be inscribed. 

FIVE GUINEAS. Bust to left, laureate, young head, 
two ends of the tye appear behind, hair long and curly, no 
drapery. GEORGIVS. II DEI. GRATIA Rev. Shield 
garnished, crowned, bearing in the first quarter England 
and Scotland impaled, second Prance, third Ireland, fourth 
Electorate. M. B. P. ET. H. REX. P. D. B. ET. L. D. S. 
R. I. A. T. ET. E. with the date. Por the meaning of 
this legend see ante, p. 186. On the edge DECVS ET 
TVTAMEN ANNO REGNI, &c. Dates 1729 TERTIO; 
some with this date have E I G under the bust for East 
India Company (136). Rud. xviii. 5. 1731 QVARTO; 
1738 DVODECIMOj 1741 DECIMO QVARTO. The 
young head is retained on this coin, though an older one 
had been substituted for it on the two-guinea pieces in 
1739. Rud. xviii. 1. The following have an old head, but 
resemble the previous coins in other respects, except that a 
lock of hair is brought forward over each of the king's 
shoulders, and that a loop as well as ends of the tye appear 
behind. 1746 DECIMO NONO, with LIMA under the 
bust, Rud. xviii. 13. 1748 VICESIMO SECUNDO; 
1753 VICESIMO SEXTO. Rud. xviii. 9, 17. All in MB. 

TWO GUINEAS. Type like the five-guinea pieces, but 
edge milled, not inscribed. Like the earliest five guineas, 
vsdth young head, edge milled with diagonal straight 
lines, dates 1735, 1738, 1739. With edge milled with 
curved lines, and head older, similar to but not so old as 
that on the later five guineas, 1739, 1740. (157) Rud. 
xviii. 10. With edge as the last and head older, like that 
on the later five guineas, 1748, 1753. All in MB. Ruding 
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gives also one dated 1727, stated to have beoa in Dr. 
Walker's collection, Rud. xviii. 2, and others dated 1729 
with EIO under the bust, 1746 with LIMA, and 1747, 
all of which may be imaginary. Rud. xviii. 6, 14, 18. 

GUINEAS. Like the two-guinea pieces. With young 
head, and edge milled with diagonal straight lines, 1727, 
of this there are two varieties, one having the shield larger, 
and being altogether a broader coin than the other; 1729 
with EIC under the bust, 1731, 1731 with EIC, 1732 with 
EIC, 1733, 1734, 1735, 1736, 1737, 1738. With old head 
and curved miUing, 1739, 1739 with EIC, 1740, 1745, 1745 
with LIMA, 1746. Similar but older head, the letters on 
the obverse of these are larger, and are placed nearer the 
edge in order to show whether the coin has been diminished 
by cHpping. 1747, 1748, 1749, 1750, 1752, 1753, 1755, 
1756, 1758, 1759, 1760. (158) Rud. xviii. 11, 15, 19. All 
in MB. 

HALF-GUINEAS. Like the two guineas, except that 
the edges of all of them are milled with diagonal straight 
lines, being perhaps too narrow for the curved lines. With 
young head, 1728, 1729, 1729 with EIC, 1731, 1732, 1734, 
1736, 1737, 1738, 1739. Rud. xviii. 4, 8. With old head, 
1740, 1745, 1745 with LIMA, 1746. (159). With older head, 
1753, 1755, 1756, 1758, 1759, 1760. Rud. xviii. 12, 16, 20. 
AU in MB, 
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1727 Young head . 
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+ 




-f- 


+ 


>f >» f» 


ETC '. 






+ 




1732 „ t, „ 










+ 


tt It >t 


EIC '. 






+ 




1733 „ ,, „ 








+ 




1734 „ „ „ 








+ 


+ 


1735 „ „ „ 






+ 


+ 




1736 ,. 








+ 


+ 


1737 t, yt t9 








+ 


+ 


1738 1, t9 99 




+ 


+ 


+ 


+ 


17o9 „ f, jf 






+ 




+ 


1739 Old head, curved milling • 






+ 


+ 




» »» » 


EIC ! 






+ 




1740 „ „ „ 
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1741 Young head 
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Older head, curved milling,* LIMA 
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End. 


+ 




1748 „ „ „ 
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1756 
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+ 
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+ 


+ 



* The edges of the five guineas arc not milled. Those of the half- 
guineas are throughout the reign milled with diagonal straight lines. 




Gboegb III, 1760 TO 1820. 



3ie earlier coinages of George III consisted of gnineas 
and half-guiueas of the same standard) weight, and value 
as those of his grandfather, with the addition of one issue, 
in 1762, of quarter guineas. An indenture made between 
the king and the Honourable C. S. Cadogan, master o£ ths 
mint, in 1770, provided for the making of five and two- 
guinea pieces, guineas, half-guineas, seven shilling pieces, 
and quarter guineas ; but it was declared that the master 
should not be obliged to coin seven-sTiilling pieces or quarter 
guineas except when he should bo ordered to do so by the 
king or the lord high treasurer or the coramissionera of tho 
Treasury for the time being. Patterns of five-guinea pieces 
were made in 1770, 1773, and 1777, and of two-guinea 
pieces in 1768, 1773, and 1777, but none were ever issued 
for circulation ; the only quarter guineas made during this 
reign were those isaned in 1 762, and a pattern in 1 764 j and 
althoDgh patterns for seven shilling pieces were made in 

1775 and 1776, none were issued for circulation till 1797, 
In 1774 the gold coins in circulation had become veiy 

much diminished in weight by filing and other mal- 
practices, while those issued new from the mint were molted 
down and exported ; and accordingly an Act of that year 
called in and made no longer current (except for payment 
of taxes) all gold coins below a weight, which was fixed by 
proclamation at 126 grs. to the guinea for coins made since 
Dec, 31st, 1771, and at 126 grs. for earlier coins; and in 

1776 all coins weighing less than 128 grs, to tho guinea 
were made no longer current. In 1797, there being very 
great lack of silver money, a proclamation was issued for 
giving currency to a new gold coin of the value of 7«, which 
was intended to some extent to supply tho deficiency. It 
was to bo of the same standard as the other gold coins, and 
to weigh 43'146 gra., being almost exactly one-third of a 
guinea. These pieces continued to be coined down to 1813. 

13 



In tlie year 1800 the kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland were united, and on the 1st January following, a 
proclamation was issued that from thenceforth his Majesty's 
royal style and title should be Georgius Tertins, Dei Gratia 
Britanniarum Rex, Fidt-i Defensor; and that the arms of 
the United Kingdom shoutd te, quarterly, first and fourth 
England, second Scotland, third Ireland ; and on an 
escutcheon of pretence the arms of his Majesty's dominions 
in Germany, ensigned with the electoral bonnet, for which 
in 1817, in conseqaeneo of the treaty of Vienna having 
erected the Electorate of Hanover into a kingdom, was 
substituted a royal cvo\to. This change, by which the title 
and arms of France were tacitly abandoned, was immediately 
carried out upon the coins. 

In 1813 was the last coinage of guineas, half-guineas and 
BQven-shiUing pieces ; in 1816 gold coins were made the sole 
standard measure of value and legal tender, the silver coins 
being diminished in weight and made legal tender for iOs 
only; andinl817a new coinage was issued of sovereigns and 
half-sovereigns, the sovereign to weigh 123'27447 gra. and 
to be current for 20s, and the half-sovereign in proportion. 
No alteration was made in the fineness of the metal, but the 
type was entirely difierent from that of the guinea, having 
St. George and the Dragon on the reverse, and the coins 
themselves were smaller and thicker. No sovereigns lighter 
thanl22Jgrs. were to be current, nor half-sovereigns lighter 
than 61^ grs. Guineas, &c., when not below the weights 
fixed in 1776, were to remain current money. 

The following are the types and dates of the gold coins 
struck for circulation in England dnriug this long reign. 

GUINTilAS. Tifiic 1. Bust to right, laureate, wreath 
curved, tho tyo has two ends, hair long, curling towards 
the face, no drapery. GEORGIVS. III. DEI GRATIA 
Eev. shield garnished, crowned, similar to that of George 
II, and arms arranged in the same way, M. B. F. ET. ff. 
BEX, F. D. B. ET. L. D. S. E. I. A. T. ET. E. Date 1761. 
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(160) Rud. Snppl. pt. 2, pi. Hi. 10. MB. Type 2. Bart to 
right, laureato, no laurel berries, tye has two endsj hair long 
and cuply, a lock in front of left shoulder, no drapery. 
Legends and rev. as type I. 1763, 1764. Both in MB. 
Bad. Suppl. vi. 28. Type 3. Similar to the last, but the head 
larger, tho laurel extending upwards within tho legend and 
bearing berries. 1705 to 1773 inclusive. (161) MB. On 
one specimen of 1773 in MB. the berries are omitted. 

The dies for all the preceding coins were engraved by 
Teo ; those for the next were by Thomas Pingo. Tifpe 4. 
IJarge bust to right, laureate, dividing the legend above and 
below, tyo has two ends, hair earls forward on both shoulders 
and under tho bust, concealing the back of the neck. 
Legends and rev. m before. 1 774, 1775, 1776, 1777, 1778, 
1779,1781,1782,1783,1784,1785,1786. (162) Alliu3f7J. 

Type 5. In 1787 anew type was adopted, for which the 
dies were engraved by Lewis Pingo, Smaller bust, not 
dividing tho legend above, to right, laureate, tho tye has a 
loop and two ends, and encloses all the hair behind, curl on 
right shoulder. Hev. spade-shaped shield, whence tho coin 
has obtained the name of the spade guinea ; crowned, not 
garnished ; tho crown is small, and differs from the previous 
ones in having the arches angular. Legends same as typo 1, 
but that on the reverse begins at tho bottom of the coin and 
is not interrupted by the shield or crown. The date is at 
the bottom of the coin under tho shield. All dates occur 
from 1787 to 1799 inclusive, and all aro in tho Museum 
except that of 1796. (163). 

Type 6. After 1799 the only guineas issued were thoso of 
1813, the dies for which were by Lewis Pingo, who copied 
the bust from a model by Marchant. The obverse has a 
small bust of the king, to right, laureate, tho tye has a bow 
and two long ends, hair short, neck bare, legend GEORGIVS 
III DEI GRATIA, not interrupted by tho king's head. 
The king's title and arms having been changed in 1801, the 
reverse is different from the previous ones. The shield is small 
13 * 
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and angular, 'bearing 1 and 4 England, 2 Scotland, 3 Ireland, 
with the arma of tlie German dominiuna on an escatcheon 
of pretenco anrmounted by the Electoral cap. The shield 
is inclosed within the garter inscribed HONI SOIT QUI 
MAT| Y PENSE, with a small crown above ; legend com- 
mencing at top BRITANNIARUJI REX FIDEI DEFEN- 
SOR. In the field under the shield is the date, 1813. 
(164) MB. 

HALF GUINEAS. Type I. Bust to right, laurel 
wreath with berries, tye has two ends, hair long, dcBcending 
below the bust, no drapery. Legends and rev. like the 
first guinea. 1762. {165) MB. Type 2. Like the second 
guinea, but the tyo encloses one lock of hair. ] 763. Rud. 
Snppl. vi. 29. MB. Type 3. Like the last, but laurel bearing 
berries, the tye less bent, and not enclosing any hair, dates 
1764, 1765, 1766, 1772, 1773, 1774. (166) AU in MB. 
Type 4. The later half-gnineas of 1774 and those of 1775 
(167), 1776, 1777, 1778, 1781, 1784, 1785, 1786, are copied 
from the guinea of 1774, bnt those of 1774 and 1775 are of 
inferior workmanship to the coins of the subsequent years. 
All in MB. Type 5. Same as the guinea of 1787. Dates 
1787, 1788, 1789, 1790, 1791, 1793, 1794, 1795, 1796, 1797, 
1798, 1800. All in MB. Type 6. Obverse as the last, I 
Teverse liko the guinea of 1813, but letters smaller. 1801, 
1802, 1803. (168) All in MB. Typo 7. Same as the guinea 
of 1813, but letters on rev. smaller. 1804, 1806, 1808, 1809, 
1810, 1811, 1813. AU in MB. Rud. Suppl. pt. ii,,pl.iii. 13. 

SEVEN SHILLING PIECES. Type 1. Bust to right, 
laureate, hair short, tye has two loops and two long ends, 
neckbare. GEORGIVS HI DEI GRATIA. Rev. a crown, 
with angular arches, of the same shape as on the guineas of 
1787. Legend beginning at bottom of coin, MAG. BRI. 
FR. ET. HIB. REX. Date at bottom of coin, under the 
cpown. 1797, 1798, 1799, 1800. AU in MB. (109) Rud. 
Suppl. pt. ii. pL iii. 12. Type 2. After the union with 
Ireland and change of the king'u titles. Like the previous 
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ones, but rev. legend + BRITANNIARUM REX FIDEl 
DEFENSOR boginning at top of coin. Date in field under 
the crown, 1801, 1802, 1803. (170) AU in MB. Type 3. 
Obverse like the guineas of 1813, reverse aame as last, 
except that there is a mullet instead of a cross at beginning 
of legend. 1804, 1806, 1808, 1809, 1810, 1811, 1813. 
Very few wero issued of this last year. Mr. Cuff had one, 
but there 13 no specimen in the British Museum, which has 
all the rest. (171) The dies for all are by L. Piugo, but 
the bust on type 3 is copied by him from Marchant'a model. 

QUAHTER GUINEAS. These were only issued in 1 762, 
and are of the same type as the goinea of 17G3. (172) Rud. 
Suppl. vi. 30. MB. 

SOVEREIGNS. Weight ]23'27447 grs. These are 
much smaller and thicker coins than the guineas. They 
have on the obverse tie king's head to right, laureate, 
hair short; the tye has a loop and two ends; neck bare. 
Legend commencing at bottom of coin, GEORGIUS III 
D : G : BRITANNIAR : REX F : D : Dato at bottom 
of coin under bust, 1817, 1818, 1820. Rev. St. George 
and the Dragon within the garter, which takes the place 
of the legend and is inscribed with its nsaal motto, 
HONI. SOIT. QUI. MAL. T. PENSE. On the ground, 
under the broken shaft of the spear, are the letters BP 
incase, the initials of the artist, B. Pistrucci; but they are 
extremely small, and on many coins hardly visible. (173) 
Rud. Suppl. pt, ii. pi. siv. 6. MB, This device was 
originally intended for a gem to be engraved for Lord 
Spencer, but Sir Joseph Banks having seen and admired it, 
recommended its adoption on the forthcoming coinage. 

HALF SOVEREIGNS. Wdght 61-63723 grs. Bust 
same as the sovereigns, legend GEORGIUS III DEI 
GRATIA, beginning at bottom of coin. Date at bottom, 
under head, 1817, 1818, 1820. Rev. Angular shield, 
crowned, bearing 1 and 4 England, 2 Scotland, 3 Ireland, 
the German dominions on an escutcheon of pretence sur- 
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moanted by a royal crown. Legend beginning at bottom, 
interrapted by the crown, -BBITANNIAEnM BEX FID : 
DBF : (174). End. Snppl. pt. ii. pi. xiv. 7. MB. 
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Geoegb IV, 1820 TO 1830. 

The first gold coins of George IV were sovereigns and 
half-sovereigns, which were stmck by virtue of an Order 
in Council, dated March 5th, 1821, and were made current 
by proclamation on May 5th ; the sovereign was ordered to 
have St. George and the Dragon on the reverse, and the 
half-sovereign the arms in a shield surrounded by the rose, 
thistle, and shamrock, with the word Anno and the date of 
the year. These coins were of the same value and weight 
as those of George III, but the minimum weight for a 
current coin fixed in 1817 having been found to be too 
high, a proclamation of February 6th, 1821, ordained that 
every sovereign weighing not less than 122 ^ grs., and every 
half-sovereign weighing not less than 61^ grs., should 
be thenceforth received as current money ; and these 
still remain the least current weights. The half-sovereign 
of this coinage was, however, soon suppressed, because 
the type was so like that of the sixpence that the latter 
was gilt and passed for a half-sovereign; and an Order 
in Council of September 19tli, 1823, directed the coinage of a 



doablo sovereign and o£ a new half-sovereign, tbe reverse 
of wliicli, though descrfbed in the order in the same way as 
the first had been, was differently executed to distingnish it 
from the sixpence. 

A new coinage both of gold and silver was ordered on 
June 14th, 1825. The gold coins mentioned in this order 
are the £5 piece, £2 piece, sovereign, and half-sovereign, 
but though patterns were made for the two former pieceB^ 
none were actually iesued for currency. 
The types of the coina are as follows : — • 
DOUBLE SOVEREIGN. Bust to left, head bare, not " 
laureate, hair short, neck bare, I.B.M., the initials of the 
engraver Merlin, below the bust. Legend, beginning at 
bottom and interrupted by the head, GEORGIUS llll 
D : G : BEITANNIAH : BEX Ft D : Rev. St. George \ 
and the Dragon. No legend, but 1823 in the exergue, 
with B.P., the initials of Pistrucci, in small letters ; on tho ] 
ground, under the broken abaft of the spear, WWP for 1 
William Wellesley Pole, tie master of tho mint. On tha ' 
edge, DECUS ET TUTA.MEN ANNO REGNI IV. (175) ' 
Hud. 2 R, 10. MB. The obverse of these coins was by ' 
Merlin, who copied tho bust from one by Chantrey; tha 
reverse was by Pistrucci. Tho latter had been ordered to 
engrave the obverse also, but the king insisted that tha 
bust should bo copied from Chantrey'a model, which ■ 
Piatracci thought it beneath his dignity to do, and Merlin I 
was accordingly employed instead. Some were struck also 
with tho dates 1825, 182S, both of which have on tho edge 
ANNO REGNI SEPTIMO in very slightly raised letters. 
They are of similar type to tho later sovereigns, but were 
not issued for circulation. Mil. I 

SOVEREIGN. The first of these have on the obvorsd 
tho king's bust to left, laureate, tye has a loop and two ends, 
hair short, neck bare, BP (for Pistrucci) below tho bust. 
Legend and reverse as the double soveroign ; edge milled. 
1821, 1822, 1823, 1824, 1825. The later sovereigns havo 
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the king's bust to left^ not laureate^ hair shorfc^ neck bare^ 
date under bust. Eev. Square shield^ arms as on George 
Ill's half-sovereigns, garnished, crowned, crown interrupting 
legend, which begins at bottom, BRITANNIAEUM REX 
FID : DBF : Dates 1825, 1826, 1827, 1829, 1830. AU in 
MB. (176) Rud. 2 R. 13. The earlier sovereigns are by 
Pistrucci; of the later ones the obverse was engraved by 
W. Wyon, the bust being copied from a medallion of the 
size of life by Chantrey ; the reverse was by Merlin. 

HALF SOYEREIGNS. The first of these have the 
same obverse as the first sovereigns, but on the reverse a 
garnished shield crowned, surrounded by roses, thistles, and 
shamrocks ; arms as on George Ill's half-sovereigns ; 
ANNO to left, 1821 to right of shield, the feet of the letters 
being towards the edge of the coin. The letters WWP 
(for William Wellesley Pole, master of the mint) are in the 
respective centres of three of the shamrock leaves. (177) 
Rud. 2 R. 11. MB. These half-sovereigns being with- 
drawn in consequence of their resemblance to the sixpences, 
the next, having the same obverse, have on the reverse a 
plain square shield, arms as before, colours marked ; under- 
neath it a thistle and shamrock issuing from a rose. ANNO 
to left of shield, date 1823, 1824, or 1825 to right, the feet 
of the letters being towards the shield. (178) Rud. 2 R. 12. 
All in MB. The later half-sovereigns are exactly like the 
later sovereigns, and are dated 1826, 1827, 1828. All in 
MB. A mint return shows that 4205 half-sovereigns were 
coined in 1829, but as none are known with this date they 
must have been struck with the dies of the previous year. 
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1821 Bj Pistrucci ; head laureate 

1822 

1823 



ft 



If 



99 



1824 
1825 



plain 
shield on i soy. 

Oby. Chantrey and Merlin, rev 

Flstmcci . • 

Pistmcciy head laureate, plain 

shield on i soy. 
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1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 



ObY. Chantrey and Wyon, reY 
Merlin 



9> 
99 
99 
99 

9> 
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99 
99 
99 



99 
99 
99 
99 
99 



2 Soys. 
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William IV, 1830 to 1837. 



William IV succeeded his brother on the 26th of June, 
and an Order in Council of the 22nd Nov., 1830, directed 
the coinage of a double sovereign, sovereign, and half- 
sovereign of gold, and the usual silver and copper coins. 
These were made current by proclamation on April 13th, 
1831, but though proofs were struck of the double sovereign, 
no coins of that denomination were actually issued for 
currency. No alteration was afterwards made in the gold 
coins, excepting that a Treasury order of April 14th, 1835, 
directed that a half-sovereign should be coined, of the same 
weight and type as the former ones, but reduced in size ; 
but the only half-sovereigns answering this description are 
those which are dated 1834. 

SOVEREIGN. Bust to right, head and neck bare, WW 
(for William Wyon) incuse on the truncation of the neck. 
Legend, beginning at bottom and interrupted by king's head, 
GULIELMTJS IIII D : G : BRITANNIAR : REX F : D : 
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Rev. Square shield, garnished, crowned, arms as George IIFs 
half-soyereigns, colours not marked ; under the shield the 
date, ANNO 1831, 1832, 1833, 1835. (179) MB. The 
obverses were executed by Wyon, after a model by Chantrey ; 
the reverses were by Merlin. 

HALF SOVEREIGNS resemble the sovereigns, and 
occur of the dates 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837. All in MB. 
Those of 1834 are a good deal smaller in diameter than 
the previous and later ones, though of the same weight. 
(180) The date 1832, given in Rud. 2 R. 20, is a fanciful 
one, as no half-sovereigns were struck between 1828 and 
1834. 





Sov. 


) Sov. 


1831 Obv. by Chantrey and Wyon, rev. bj 






Merlin . . . . 


+ 




1832 


+ 




1833 


+ 




1834 
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1835 


i + 


+ 


1836 
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1837 „ „ ,, 




+ 



QaeDn Victoria began her reign npon tho death of her 
uncle on the 20th June, 1837, and, whatever may be the case 
in other respects, no reign has ever been more Conservative 
than here with regard to the type and denomination of the 
gold coins. An order in Council was issued on the 8th 
of June, 1838, followed by a proclamation on the 5th of 
Jaly, ordering the making of £5 pieces, sovereigns, and 
half-sovereign B, all of the same type, which is described 
in the order. Two patterns for five-pound pieces were 
produced, not, however, of this typo, but having Una and 
the Lion on the reverse, in reference it is presumed to the m 
government of tho British nation by a qneen ; but no each. M 
coins have ever been issued to the public, and the sovereign 
and half-sovereign are the ouly gold coins which have been 
struck for currency during this reign. A coinage of £5 and 
£2 pieces is, however, provided forby the Coinage Act, 1870, 
by which the coinage is at present regulated, and Her 
Majesty in Council has power to order any other denomina- 
tions of coins to be coined at tho mint, provided that the 
vreight and fineness of such coins shall be proportioned to 
that of the existing sovereigns and half-sovereigns. 

The standard fineness of tho coins is the same as tliat 
of all coins since the Kestoration, namely 22 carats fijie 
gold to 2 carats alloy; and the weight is that which was 
fixed in 1817, namely 123-27447 grs. to the sovereign. No 
sovereign weighing less than 122i grs., and no half -sovereign 
weighing less than 61| grs., is lawful tender. 

Until the year 1871 both obverse and reverse of the gold 
coins remained unchanged. The portrait of the Queen on 
the sovereigns is the same aa on most of the silver coins, 
and is thus described by Mr. Hawkins in the " Silver Coins 
of England;" — "The bast of the Queen is represented 
turned to the left, the head ia bound with a double fillet, 
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and the tair graoofally collected into a knot beliind. Tho 
likeness of Her Majesty is excellent, and ia copied from a 
model ill w&x taken from the life by Mr. Wyon, tlio chief 
engraver to tho mint, by whom the dies aro engraved 
with admirable taste and ekill." The legend is "VICTORIA 
DEI GRATIA, with the date below the bust, and \VW, 
the initials of tho engraver William Wyon, in relief on 
the truncation of the nock. On the reverse ia a equaro 
shield, ungamiahed, crowned, bearing the arms of England 
in the first and fourth quarters, Scotland in the second, and 
Ireland in the third. The colours are expressed. The arms 
of Hanover are, of course, omitted, as the right to that 
kingdom is limited to the male line only, and devolved, after 
the death of William IV, on his next brother tho Dnke of 
Cumberland, A branch of laurel is placed on each side o£ 
the shield, and the legend is BRITANNIARUM REGINA 
FID:DEF: (181). 

The half-sovereigns are exactly like the sovereigns, except 
that the letters W W do not appear on the obverse, and on 
the reverse the shield is garnished, and the laurel branches 
are omitted. (183.) 

On the reverses of some of the gold coins o£ 1863, and 
on all those of the following years, may be observed a very 
small numeral under the shield. On figure (181) tho numeral 
is 18. These numerals were placed on the dies in order to 
test how long each particular die lasted, every die having a 
different numeral, and the series of numerals beginning 
again at the beginning of ea^b year. Thus every sovereign 
of tho year 1868, with the numeral 18 on it, is made from 
the same identical die. Of course, as evety die was made 
by the same punches, there is no substantial difference, 
except the numeral, between one die and another. It was 
found that a single die could generally produce 100,000 
sovereigns before wearing out. These numerals were used 
on the sovereigns as long as the shield of arms continued to 
bo the type of the reverse, and on the half-sovereigns until 
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1880 inclaaiTe. They wero not found, towever, to bo of 
any practical use, and are now discontiniied. 

On the 14th of January, 1871, an order in Council was 
issued, authorizing the use of the typo of St. Georgo and 
the Dragon on the reverHS of the coins, and the remarkable 
expedient waa adopted of reviving, for the sovereigns, the 
old reverse dies, engraved by Pistmcci for George IV, miSt 
no alteration whatever except of the date in the exergao 
(182). The obverse romained as on tho Queen's former 
sovereigns, except that, as there was no legend on the 
reverse, the full title, VICTORIA D : G : BRITANNIAR : 
REG:F:D: was placed on the obverse. Those wore 
stmck concurrently with sovereigns bearing tho shield otf 
the reverse from 1871 to 1874, and since 1874 no other typo 
but that of St. Geoi^o and the Dragon has been used on 
sovereigna struck in England. Tho half-sovereigns bava 
continued the same throughout the reign. 

We have seen that in former reigns the coins of foreign 
countries were frequently made current in this country at 
certain specified values by royal proclamation. But tho 
power to do this appears to have been taken away by the 
Act of the 5Gth year of George III, c. 68, by which tho; 
great recoinage of silver in 1816 was regulated; for Qiat 
Act declares the gold coin of this realm to be tho only 
legal tender for payments within the United Kingdom of 
any higher amount than forty shillings, and that its weight 
and fineness shall be rogulated by the indenture at that time 
in force with the master of the mint. But the immense 
discoveries of gold in Australia made it very convenient 
to establish a mint there, and accordingly in 18G3 an Act 
was passed (26 & 27 Vict,, c, 74) which, after reciting 
that Her Majesty had by proclamation established at Sydney 
a branch of the Royal Mint for making gold coins of the 
same weight and fineness and of tho same denominations as 
the gold coins issned by Her Majesty's mint in London, 
enacted that it should "be lawful for Her Majesty hy 
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proclamation, issued with the advice of her Privy Council, 

to declare that, after a dato speciEed in such proclamation, 
gold coina made at tho said branch mint, of designs 
approved by Her Majesty, at Sydney aforesaid, and being 
of the same weight and fineness as are required by law 
with respect to gold coins of the same denominations made 
at Her Majesty's mint in London, are to bo a legal tender 
for payments within the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland." And in 180G, by the Colonial Branch Mint 
Act, 1866 (29 & 30 Vict., e. 65), a general power was given 
to Her Majesty, by proclamation issued in like manner, to 
declare that gold coins so made at any colonial branch mint 
which she had established, or might thereafter establish, 
"are to be a legal tender for payments within any part of 
Her Majesty's dominions, to be specified in such proclama- 
tion, in which gold coins issued from Her Majesty's mint in 
London shall, at tho date of tho issue of such proclamation, 
be a legal tender." Tho only branch mints established at 
present are at Sydney and Melbourne, of which tho former 
was opened on the 14th of May, 1855, and the latter on 
tho 12th o£ June, 1872; and by virtue of the two Acts 
above mentioned the coins there sti'uck havo been mado 
legal tender in this country. Those struck at Sydney 
were at first of a different type from those struck in 
this country; the bnat of the Queen is different, though 
similar, and the head is encircled with a laurel wreath. 
The legend on the obverse is the same as on tho sovereigns 
with St. George and the Dragon, and the date is under 
the bust, but tho reverse is entirely different, having 
AUSTRALIA across the field, with a crown above it, 
the words SYDNEY MINT above, and ONE SOVEREIGN 
or HALF-SOVEREIGN below. Those now issued at 
Sydney, however, are exactly the same as those struck in 
London with tho arms on the reverse, except that a minute 
S, for Sydney, is placed undei- the arms in the position 
occupied on tho English sovereigns by tho small numeral 
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to whicliwehave already alluded. TLe Melbourne sovereigTis 
are the same as the London ones with St. George and the 
Dragon, bot havo M, for Melbourne, below the bust. The 
half-sovereigns of both mints havo the arms on the reverse. 
The dies for all the Australian coins are made in London. 

The gold coins of the present reign cannot be said to be 
rare, although few people, perhaps, are able to obtain quite 
as many o£ them as they would like to possess. None 
of them are dated 1837, and in 1881 and 1882 there was 
no coinage of English gold at the mint, partly because the 
buildings and machinery there were being rearranged and 
altered during those years ; but from 1838 to 1880 inclusive 
eovereigna have been struck every year except in IS'IO, 
1867, 1875, and 1877, and half-sovereigns every year except 
in 1840, 1862, and 1868 ; and the mint returns show that 
the number of sovereigns coined in London during this 
reign to the end of 1882 is 162,656,790, and the number 
of half-sovereigns is 54,116,322 ; besides which, 45,990,500 
eovereigna and 2,170,500 half-sovereigns have been issued 
from the mint at Sydney, and 21,126,600 sovereigns and 
393,000 half-sovereigns from that at Melbourne down to the 
end of the same period. Of these coins a considerahle 
number are believed to find their way into the melting pots 
of working goldsmiths and jewellers, who obtain by this 
means gold of a known standard j hut the figures never- 
theless indicate the enormous extent of a commerce which 
can require such a circulating medium. It has been pointed 
out by previous writers that the designs upon the coins are 
not such as enable an artist to exhibit his taste and skill, 
and that devices containing allusions to important historical 
events are never allowed. Such devices were frequently 
adopted in former times. ITio coinage of Edward III, for 
instance, alludes to his claim of sovereignty over the seas ; 
that of James I to the nnion of the kingdoms ; and that 
of Charles I to the king's declared principles of government ; 
the mint-marks contain constant aUusions to contemporary 
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personages ; and several military and commercial successes 
are recorded on the coins from Charles II to Qeorge II. 
In a reign so eventful and so prosperous as the present it 
would surely not be difficult to find achievements, whether 
military, or scientific, or social, of which not one party only 
but the whole nation is proud, and which might well be 
commemorated on our national coinage. We have no doubt 
that artists would be found equal to the occasion, and 
a grand opportunity would thus be utilized of rewarding 
illustrious services and of developing artistic taste. 
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TABLE 

Showing the current value of a coin containing 1 1 3 grains 

of pure gold, being equivalent to our modem sovereign, 

from the first coinage of gold by Henry III to the present 
time. 

8, J. 

1257 to 1265— 11 ;3 grs. of pure gold= 4 2j 

1265—1343 „ „ 5 oj 

1343—1344 „ „ i; 3 J 

1344—1346 „ „ 5 5 J 

1346—1351 „ „ 5 103 

1351—1412 „ „ 6 3J 

1412—1464 „ „ 7 i^- 

1464—1465 „ „ 8 

1465—1526 „ „ 9 5^ 

1526 „ „ 10 5 

1526—1543* „ „ 10 i) 

1543 „ „ 11 9i 

1544 „ „ 12 10 
1545—1549 „ „ 14 li 
1549 „ „ 14 Oi 
1550—1552 „ „ 11 i] 
1552—1561* „ „ 14 li 
1561—1572* „ „ 9 5 
1572—1578 „ „ 14 2^ 
1578—1582 „ „ 14 3} 
1582—1601* „ „ 14 H 
1601—1604 „ ' „ 14 4 



* In these instances crown gold and standard gold were being 
coined simultaneously, and the value of a coin containing 113 grains 
of pure gold would vary by a penny or two, according to the quantity 
ana yalue of the alloy niixed with it. The values given in these 
instances in the table arc the values for crown gold, which is the 
metal of which the present sovereign is made. The coins of standard 
gold from 1552 to 1561, and from 1582 to 1601, were of the same value 
as from 1572 to 1578, during which latter period standard gold only 
was coined. 

15 
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<2r lad 

.V. //. 

1604 to 161 1—1 13 grs. of pure gold = 15 1 1 

1611—1623* 

1623— 1061 

1661—1670 

1670—1698 

1698—1717 

1717-1881 






17 


6 


17 


H 


18 


8J 


19 


Ok 


20 


5J 


20 






The above table shows the comparative value of gold 
and silver money in England ever since the former was 
first coined^ and it may be found useful in estimating 
the real prices paid for articles at various periods of our 
history. Thus wheat, for instance, is said to have been 
most extraordinarily dear in 1257, when it was sold at 24« 
a quarter ; but the above table shows that it would have 
taken nearly six coins containing the same amount of gold 
as our modem sovereign to make up those 2is, so that the 
real price of a quarter of wheat, in our present language, 
was not 24^, but £5. 14« 7id, The Statute of Labourers in 
1350 fixes the price of a bushel of wheat at lOd, and a 
day's wages for haymaking at IcZ. But at that time our 
present sovereign was worth only bs lOJrf, so Irf at that 
time was equivalent in metal value to about Z^d of our 
money. Of course it must not be forgotten that metal 
value is a very different thing from purchasing value ; for 
instance, lOd in 1350 would purchase about j part of a 
sovereign, or about 34d of our present money ; but it would 
also purchase a bushel of wheat, which, according to the 
last tithe averages, would now cost about bs 8d. 



INDEX. 



A, symbol of English coins, 4, 6, 7 
Abbo, moneyer, history of, 6 
Acapulco galleon captured, 189 
African company, coins of, 169, 

172, 176, 177, 179, 182, 186 
Alchemy, coins supposed to be 

made by, 20 
Angels, first coined, 52, 57 

last coined, 150 

Anson, Lord, gold captured by, 189 
Apollo's head on coins, 1 
Aragon, badge of, 118 
Arms, on English coins, of 
Electorate, 185 

France, 18, 19, 41, 191 

Hanover, 194, 205 

Ireland, 135, 194 

Nassau, 177 

Scotland, 136, 182, 194 

Art, Soman, on English coins, 1, 

4 
Aspirates, difficulty of, 69 
Augusta, Eoman name for London, 

2 
Augustine, St., coin struck under, 6 
Aureus, Boman, 2 
Australia, coins struck in, 206, 207 

Banks, Sir Joseph, 197 

Blondeau, 169 

Blunders on coins explained, 26, 

31, 69, 76 
Breeches money, 167 
Bretigny, treaty of, carried out on 

coins, 22 
Broad pieces, 137, 169, 189 

Cedd, Bishop of London, 9 

Ceolwlf II, penny of, 4 

Chantrey, models by, 200, 201, 203 

Chariot on coins, 1 

Charm on coins, 20 

Chester, first writ for gold coins 

dated at, 14 
Clipping of coins, 35, 39, 44, 67, 

77, 172, 178 
Coinage, bad condition of, 44, 1 78, 

193. 



Coinage for Companies, 172, 179, 189 

for private persons, 179 

processes of, 127 

Coins, small, why few struck, 50 
Colours of shield expressed on 

coins, 201, 206 
Company, African, coins of, 169, 

172, 175, 177, 179, 182, 186 

East India, coins of, 189 

Countermark of Cambrai, 59 

■ Dantzig, 58 

■ Groningen, 69 

Holland, 80 

Zealand, 85 

doubtful, 129 

Countermarks on coins, use of, 59 
Cranmer, Abp., 88 
Crown, Britam, 135 

double, 135 

of the rose, 86 

of the double rose, 87 

thistle, 135 

Crown gold, 113, 121, 170 
made sole standard, 

150, 170, 204 
Crown, shape of on Scotch coins, 139 
Crowns, first struck, 86, 87 
last struck, 170 

Declaration type, meaning of, 150 
Devices on coins, meaning of 

Elephant, 172 

Elephant and castle, 172, 177 

Portcullis, 83 

Eose, 58, 61 

Eose and sun united, 54, 68, 77 i 
84 

Ship, 20 

Star, 183 

Sun, 68, 61 

Sun's rays, 63, 61 
Dies, durability of, 206 
Drapery on Queen's bust, 182 

Eadbald, King of Kent, coin of, 8 
East India Company's coins, 189 
Ecclesiastical coins, 3, 7, 8, 9, 12, 
32, 102 
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Edward the Confessor, coin of, 13 
Engravers — 

Briot, 153, 160, 162, 164 

Ooker, 187, 189 

Marchant, 195, 197 

Merlin, 200, 201 , 203 

Pingo, L., 195, 197 

Pi8trueci,*'l97, 200, 201, 206 

Eoettier, 169, 171 

Simon, 168, 169, 171 

Tanner, 189 

Wyon, 201, 202, 205 

Yeo, 195 
Etbelred II, coin of, 12 
Exportation of money, 18, 19, 21, 

22, 35, 40, 86, 87, 179, 193 
of plate forbidden, 18 

Filing coins, 44, 189, 193 
Find of coins in 

Ayrshire, 9 

Canterbury, 7 

Crondale, 4 

Dover, 9 

Hellingly, 13 

Tyne, the river, 17 

Westminster Abbey, 36 
Flag at stem of ship, 27, 29 
Flanders, trade witn, 16, 19 
Florins, first coined at Florence, 

14 
' in England, 

16 
Foreign coins current in England 

Arabic. 12, 14 

Burgundian, 133 

Flemish, 133 

Florentine, 133 

French, 86, 108, 117, 133, 137, 
180 

Greek Imperial, 12, 14 

Imperial, 117, 133 

Portuguese, 117, 133 

Saxon, 3 

Scotch, 137 

Sicilian, 14 

Spanish, 117, 119, 133, 180 

I^oninn, 1, 2 

A^cnetian, 133 
^Various, 86, 87, 150 
Foreign coins not now current in 

England, 206 
Forgeries, 4i, 106, 118 
Frfinco adopts i^old coinage, 14 

arms of, 19, 41, 4t 

title of, on coins, 17, 22, 45, 194 



Garter, order of, on coins, 138, 152, 

155, 183, 185, 196 
George noble, 87, 89 
George, St., on coins, 89, 184, 194, 

197,206 
Gold and silver coins, connection 

between, 40, 41, 44, 48, 49, 61, 

64, 67, 68, 83, 85, 88, 89, 139 
Gold coinage, Saxon, 3, 10, 13 
none in Europe from 

9th to 13th centuries, 14 

petitioned against by 



City of London, 15 
Gold coins, no one compelled to 

take, 15, 17 
Gold currency, uniform with Flan- 
ders, proposed, 16, 32 
Gold, pure, coins of, 15, 16 
Gold, proportion of to silver, 211 
Gold, standard of — see Standard 
Gold used for coinage earlier than 

silver, 1, 11 
Guinea first coined, 169 

last coined. 194, 195 

meaning of name, 169 

spade, 195 

quarter, first issued, 185 

last issued, 193, 197 

H, left out and put in, 59 
Half-sovereigns, first mentioned, 

92 
! Half-crowns, gold, first coined, 87, 

77 

last coined, 146 

Hammered money, how made, 127 

last made, 169, 170 

ceases to be current, 189 



Hjmnus ante somnum, 90 

Importation of money, 2, 14, 22, 

119,179, 180,207 
Ireland, title of Xing of, 88, 92, 
j 95 

' Kent, coin of Eadbald Xing of, 8 

' lijibarum, 4 

Laurcated bust, i:^0, 1C9 
I Laurels, 137, 110 
I Legends on coins explained 
! Abboni Manet, 4 
I Arabic, 11 

B.R, 197 

Brun. ct L. Dux, &c., 186 

DecQS ot Tutamon, 172 

Porovernis Civil as. S 
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E. I. C, 189 
Eusebii Monita, 8 
Exurgat Deus, &c., 139 
Faciam oos, &c., 136 

F. D., 180 

Henricus rosas, &c., 136 

I. B. M., 200 

Jesus autem, &c., 20 

Lima, 189 

Luoon mona, 9 

O. B., 2 

PE., 186 

Reli^o protestans, &c., 150 

Kunic, 6, 7 

Tali dicata, &c., 90 

Tueatur unita Deus, 136 

Vigo, 182 

W. W., 202, 205 

W. W. P., 200 
Leopards on coins, 16 
Lettering on coins, 21, 23, 24., 25. 

91,101,119 
Liber Benedictionalis, 90 
London, Itoman name of, 2 

Macedonian coins, prototypes of 

British, 1 
Magnus Maximus, last Emperor 

who struck coins in England, 1, 2 

, imitations of coins of, 4 

Maintenance, cap of, 18 
Mantling to helmet, use of, 18 
Mars* head on coins, 1 
Masters of the Mint : — 

Bowes, Sir Martin, 109, 110 

Brakenbury, Robert, 72 

Bushel, Thomas, 154 

Cadogan. Hon. C. S., 193 

Cranfield. Randal, 137 

Daubeny, Sir Giles, 74 

Doubleday. Edmund, 137 

Egerton, Thomas, 117 

Freeman, Sir Ralph, 169 

Guater de Barde, 26 

Guerdain, Dr. Aaron, 166 

Harley, Sir Robert, 150, 166 

Hastings, Lord, 56, 57 

Hastings. Sir William, 71 

Kn)rvet, Lord, 137 

Lonison, John, 122 

Martyn, Sir Richard, 122, 136 

Mountjoy, Lord, 83 

Newton, Sir Isaac, 185 

Parkhurst, Sir Wm., 149, 154 

Peckham, Sir Edmund, 111 

Pole, W. W., 200, 201 

Reed, Bartholomew, 74 



Sharington, Sir Wm., 94, 102, 

106 
Stanley, Thomas, 117 
Throgmorton, 113 
Tonstall, Sir Richard, 52 
Villiers, Sir Edward, 149 
Yorke, Sir John, 108, 111 

-, how paid, 50 



Mellitus, Bishop of London, coin 

of, 9 
Melting down of coins, 16, 41, 179, 

193, 208 
Merovingian coins, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10 
Mestrell, Eloye, 127 
Milled coins, 127, 168, 169, 189 
Milling imitated with file, 189 
Mint-marks explained : — 

Arrow, 109 

B, 153 

BR, 156, 157 

Boar's head, 71 

Figure 0, 1, 2 ; 125, 133 

6; 109 

Ostrich head. 111 

Plume, 157 

Pomegranate, 118 

Rose, 58, 61 

Rose and sun united, 54, 58, 72, 80 

Sun, 58, 61 

Swan, 110 

Thistle, 135, 139 

Ton, 113 

WS, 94 

y, 108 

Y, no 
Mint-marks, us6 of, 32 

last used, 170 

Mints : — 
Aberyswith, 164, 157 
Aquitaine, 32 
Bristol, 53, 65, 60, 63, 64, 68, 94, 

96. 98, 101, 102, 106, 160, 156, 

163 
Bruges, 32 
Calais, 26, 28, 29, 32, 50, 51, 65, 

64,68 
Canterbury, 7, 102, 106 
Coventry, 60, 66, 68 
Durham, 102 
Ecclesiastical, 3, 32, 102 
Edinburgh, 182 
Ghent, 32 
Ipre, 32 
Ijcw^es 12 
London, 2, 9, 16, 19, 20, 32, 38, 

43, 44, 66, 64, 68, 72, 81, 102, 

106, 114, 120, 160, 179, 180 
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Malmesburj, 8 

Marseilles, 5 

Melbourne, 207, 208 

Mctz, 5 

Norwich, 60, 66, 68 

Oxford, 149, 150, 164, 167, 158, 
162 

Paris, 6 

Shrewsbury, 164 

Southwark, 102, 106, 108, 109, 
no. 111. 113, 114 

Sydney, 207, 208 

Warwick, 13 

Weymouth, 167 

York, 32. 60. 66, 67, 68, 102 
Money, scarcity of, 16, 40, 44, 86, 

187t 193 
Moneyer's name on coins, 4, 7, 9, 

12, 13, 16, 16 

Naples adopts gold coinage, 14 
Notles first coined, 18 

meaning of word, 20 

Numerals after King's name, 44, 

80, 84, 101 
to mark dies, 206 

Offa, King of Mercia, coin of, 11 

Patterns of coins, 13, 83, 88, 89, 
108, 109, 112, 132, 171, 182, 184, 
193, 200, 204 

Penny, gold, 14 

Peter's pence, coin struck to pay, 12 

Philip of Macedon, his coins proto- 
types of British coins, 1 

Pix, trial of, 168 

Privateers, gold captured by, 189 

Prudentius, hymn by, 90 

Pure gold, coins made of, 16, 16 

Queens of Henry VIII, 88 

Ripley, the alchemist, 20 
Soman art on English coins, 1, 4 
Eoman coins formed currency of 

Britain, 1, 2 
Eoman s withdraw from Britain, 2 
Hose nobles first coined, 67 
Ross of Want'ick, 71 
Ryals, first coined, 67 

Rose, 136 

Spur, 136 

why so called, 5S 

Saxon gold coinage, 3, 10, 13 
Sceattfc. meaning of word. 3 



Scotch coins, shape of crown on, 139 
Seas, sovereignty of, assorted on 

coins, 20 
Seven-shilling pieces struck, 193, 

196 
Seymour, Lord High Admiral, 106 
Shamrock on coins, 199 
Shilling first struck, 74 
Ship on coins, meaning of, 20 
Silver coins, weight reduced, 88, 

194 

see gold 

Sluys, battle of, commemorated on 

coins, 20 
Small coins, why few struck, 60 
Sovereign, double, first struck, 200 
Sovereign first struck, 74 
Spencer, Lord, gem for, 197 
Standard fineness. 16, 87, 204 
Standard measure of value, 1, 194 
Standard of gold coins, depre- 
ciated by : — 

Edward III, 16 

Henry VIII, 87. 92, 93, 96 

Elizabeth, 121, 122 
Standard of gold coins raised by 

Edward VI, 108, 111; Mary, 

117 
Sterling, meaning of word, 14 
Solidus, in laws of Kent, 3 
Roman, 2 



Tallard, Count, Ambassador, ISO 
Tender, what is legal, 17, 18, 194, 
' 206, 207 

! Thistle on coins, 135, 136, 139, 199 
' Three-pound pieces struck, 149, 

168 
Titles on English coins : — 

Aquitaine, 22 

Brunswick, &c., 185 

Fidei Defensor, 186 

France. 17, 22, 45, 194 

Great Britain, 135, 139 

Ireland, 88, 194 

Prince Elector, 186 

Scotland, 135 
Trade with Flanders, 16, 19 
Triens : — 

English. 4, 7, 11 

French, 4 

Roman, 2 

Una and the lion on patterns, 2i)4 
Union with Ireland, 194 

Scotland, 182 

Unite first coined, 135 
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Value of coins, raised by : — 

Henry III. 15 

Edward IV, 52, 56, 67 

Henry VIII, 86, 87 

Edward VI, HI, 113 

Elizabeth, 122 

James I, 136 

Charles II, 169 

WilUam III, 179 
of coins reduced by : — 

Elizabeth, 121, 133 

James I, 136 

George I, 185 
of coins, intrinsic higher than 

nominal, 35, 178 

of money, 15, 16, 21 1 

marked on coins, 138, 150, 

167, 170, 207 

standard measure of, 1, 194 



Vigmund, Abp. of York, coin of, 
12. 

Wefght, deficiency of, in coins, 44, 
193 



Weight gradually diminished, 2 

inaccurately adjusted, 93, 95 

;■ least current. 193, 194, 199,204 

Weight of gold coins altered by : — 

Edward III, 16, 18, 21, 22 

Henry IV, 40 

Edward IV, 52, 56, 57 

Henry VHI, 93 

Edward VI, 108, 111, 113 

Elizabeth, 122 

James I, 135, 136, 137 

Charles 1, 149 

Charles II, 169 
Weight, standard of, at Mint, 87 
Wellington, declaration made at, 

by Charles I. 150 
Wheat, price of, 15, 212 
Withdrawal of coins from circula- 
tion, 15, 17, 133, 149, 168, 178, 

179, 189, 193, 199 
Wolsey, Lord Chancellor, 86 

Young face on Henry VIII's half- 
soTereigns, 98 
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